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ABSTRACT
BECKERS 0 Ï  THE WORE;
AN ESSAY IN THE SOCIAL HISTORY OR 
TEE EARLY AEEBICAN PRESS, 1639-1783
by
CHARLES WETHERELL 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Ha m ps h i r e ,  December ,  1980
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x p l o r e s  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  
p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  f rom 1639 t o  1783 t h r o ug h  an 
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  e x t a n t  r e c o r d  o f  c o l o n i a l  p r i n t i n g  
and a c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  of  t h e  p r i n t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s  and 
b o o k s e l l e r s  who c o m p r i s e d  t h e  p r e s s .  Two g e n e r a l  a r e a s  a r e  
e x p l o r e d .  The f i r s t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  s i z e ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  and 
growth o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
a t  l a r g e .
The e a r l y  American p r e s s  grew l i k e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i t  
s e r v e d  and was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a marked s t a b i l i t y .  The 
b r oa d  p a t t e r n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and g rowth  s u g g e s t  t h a t  how 
much was p r i n t e d  depended  l a r g e l y  upon t h e  number o f  p e r s o n s  
i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  which ,  i n  t u r n ,  depended  upon s u c c e s s f u l
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
demographic  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a ,  
f a m i l i e s  formed t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  t r a d e ,  and 
t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  were t h o s e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i t s e l f .
The n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  among t r a d e s m e n  i s  
a l s o  e x p l o r e d .  Here ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and f a m i l i a l  n e t w o r k s  
o f  t r ade sm en  a r e  examined b o th  a s  phenomena o f  p e r s o n a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  c o l o n i a l  America  and a s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t h r o u g h  
which i d e a s ,  i n  t he  form o f  p r i n t e d  works ,  f l o wed  from p l a c e  
t o  p l a c e .  T ie  e x t e n t  o f  t r a d e  n e t w o r k s  r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  d e c l i n e d  a s  
t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  t r a d e  exceeded  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  i n d i v d u a l s  t o  
form a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a d e s m e n .  The d i m i n i s h i n g  
ne tworks  o f  t r a d e sm en  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a marked p r o v i n c i a l i s m  
o f  t he  e a r l y  American p r e s s  which was r e f l e c t e d  . i n  t h e  
d e c l i n i n g  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  d i f f u s i o n  o f  p r i n t e d  works a s  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r o g r e s s e d .
V I
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
C H A P T E R  CNE
ISSUES
When Benjamin F r a n k l i n  wa lked  i n t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  t h e  
F a l l  o f  1723 he was s e v e n t e e n ,  w i t h  n e i t h e r  money n o r  work.  
Yet he had a t r a d e .  F r a n k l i n  was a p r i n t e r ,  so m e th in g  o n l y  
n i n e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  Amer i can  c o l o n i e s  c o u l d  c l a i m  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  W i th in  f i v e  y e a r s  F r a n k l i n  had worked f o r  each o f  t h e  
two p r i n t e r s  i n  t own ,  j o u r n e y e d  t o  London and b a c k ,  l e f t  and 
r e e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e ,  f o rmed a p a r t n e r s h i p ,  and opened  a 
shop .  W i th in  t e n  y e a r s  he  had s t a r t e d  a ne w sp a p e r ,  a c q u i r e d  
o f f i c i a l  p a t r o n a g e ,  d i s s o l v e d  h i s  f i r s t  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  and 
u n d e r w r i t t e n  a p r i n t i n g  h o u s e  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a . 
By 1748, when he r e t i r e d  f rom a c t i v e  b u s i n e s s ,  F r a n k l i n  had 
sp o ns o r ed  t h r e e  more p r i n t i n g  c o n c e r n s ,  one i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
one i n  New York ,  and a n o t h e r  i n  A n t i g u a .  He had become 
p o s t m a s t e r  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and c l e r k  o f  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
Assembly.  And he had formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  would 
m a i n t a i n  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t r a d e  u n t i l  1765.  I n  
t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  he was i n  a c t i v e  b u s i n e s s ,  F r a n k l i n  
s p o n s o r e d  f o u r  p r i n t i n g  h o u s e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  own, 
s e c u r e d  a l i v i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  enough t o  a l l o w  him t o  r e t i r e ,  
and e s t a b l i s h e d  a n e tw o rk  o f  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f rom New
1
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England t o  t h e  West I n d i e s .
Tempt ing  a s  i t  may be t o  a t t r i b u t e  F r a n k l i n ' s  
u n q u a l i f i e d  s u c c e s s  e n t i r e l y  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  g e n i u s ,  t h e r e  i s  
t h e  r a g g i n g  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  h e  may s imp ly  h av e  been a 
man i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e ,  w h e t h e r  someone 
e l s e  m ig h t  have  done a s  w e l l  y e t  gone u n n o t i c e d  b e c a u s e  he 
d id  n o t  f o l l o w  F r a n k l i n ' s  l a t e r  p a t h .  Such a q u e s t i o n  
r a i s e s  o t h e r ,  l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  
i n  t h e  Amer i can  c o l o n i e s .  What was  t h e  t r a d e  l i k e :  How d i d
i t  grow and how d i d  growth  a f f e c t  t r a d e s m e n ?  How many 
people  were i n v o l v e d ,  and i n  wha t  c a p a c i t y ?  Where,  and f o r  
hew l on g ?  These  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  be a s k e d  o f  any 
p r o f e s s i o n  o r  t r a d e .  Yet  F r a n k l i n ' s  t r a d e  was s p e c i a l  f o r  
i t s  b u s i n e s s  was c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  and i d e a s .  I t s  members were b r o k e r s  o f  t h e  
p r i n t e d  word,  and t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e i r  t r a d e  must  
have  a f f e c t e d  wha t  was b i o k e r e d .  Yet  how the  t r a d e  
f u n c t i o n e d  i s  v i r t u a l l y  unknown.  And e x a c t l y  u i a t  i m p a c t  
i t s  s t r u c t u r e  and growth might  h a v e  had on how much o r  what  
was a c t u a l l y  p r i n t e d  i s  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  h a s  no t  been a sked  
b e f o r e .  That  q u e s t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  
work.
F u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  t h e  i s s u e s  a r e  c n e s  of  c o n t e x t  and t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  s t r u c t u r e  — o f  s i z e ,  s h a p e ,  g r o w t h ,  
and i n t e r a c t i o n .  Seme s e n s e  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  whole  i s
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needed i f  F r a n k l i n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t o  be  u n d e r s t o o d .  Yet  t o  
t h i s  p o i n t  no s t ud y  h a s  o f f e r e d  t h i s  c o l l e c t i v e  whole ,  i n  
l a r g e  measu re  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v e ry  s i z e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l
p r e s s .  Between 1639, when p r i n t i n g  began  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
and t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  1783 more t han  2 3 , 0 0 0  
i m p r i n t s  were  i s s u e d  f rom c o l o n i a l  p r e s s e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
work o f  more t h a n  3 , 6 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o r p o r a t e ,  and  
gov e rnm e n t a l  a u t h o r s .  l o  t h i s  must  be added 172 s e p a r a t e
newsp ap e r s  whose p u b l i c a t i o n  r a n g e d  f rom one t o  s e v e r a l
t h ou sa n d  i s s u e s .  P r o d u c i n g  a l l  o f  t h i s  were more t h a n  650 
p r i n t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  e d i t o r s ,  and  b o o k s e l l e r s ,  i n  
e i g h t y - f o u r  l o c a l e s ,  whose i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  t r a d e  r a n g e d  
f rom one t o  more t h a n  a t h o u s a n d  e x t a n t  works .  From t h i s  
p e r s p e c t i v e ,  ve ry  c l e a r l y ,  F r a n k l i n ,  l i k e  t h e  t r a d e  i t s e l f ,  
was on ly  one o f  many.
D i s s e c t i n g  a n y t h i n g  so  l a r g e  r e q u i r e s  s p e c i a l  c a r e  f o r  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  a n sw e r s .  Whi le  
somet imes  s i m p l e ,  t h e y  a r e  more o f t e n  co mplex .  F o l l o w i n g
F r a n k l i n  t h r o u g h  h i s  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a c t i v e  b u s i n e s s  
w i l l  a l l o w  us  t o  s e e  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  and o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  t r a d e .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  b o t h  t o  
r a i s e  i s s u e s  and t o  pose  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  t r a d e .
I n  17 18,  a t  t h e  age  o f  t w e l v e ,  F r a n k l i n  was a p p r e n t i c e d  
t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  J a m es ,  who had j u s t  begun b u s i n e s s  i n
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Boston. . [ 1 ] In  t h a t  y e a r  o n l y  f i v e  o t h e r  men were p r i n t i n g  i n  
New E n g l a n d ,  f o u r  i n  Boston  and  one i n  New London.  Tha t  
Benjamin was a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  r a i s e s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  an d ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  how p r e v a l e n t  
i t  was.  Two o f  t h e  f o u r  Bos ton  p r i n t e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
Bar tholomew Green and Samuel  K n e e l a n d ,  were r e l a t e d  and 
Kneeland had been a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  Green .  The New London 
p r i n t e r ,  Timothy G re en ,  was B a r t h o l o m e w ' s  b r o t h e r  and,  l i k e  
Knee l and ,  had s e r v e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  wi th G r e e n . [ 2 ]  I n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  F r a n k l i n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  d o e s  no t  a p p e a r  u n u s u a l .  
Yet what t h i s  n i g h t  have  meant  i s  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
m a t t e r .
At l e a s t  i n  F r a n k l i n ' s  c a s e  t h e  f a m i l y  t i e  was 
s t r a i n e d ,  James  b e in g  t o o  much t h e  m a s t e r  and n o t  enough t h e  
b r o t h e r .  A f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  Benjamin and James q u a r r e l e d  once  
t o o  o f t e n  and Ben j amin  announced he was t h r o u g h .  James 
r e t a l i a t e d  by i n f o r m i n g  t h e  o t h e r  p r i n t e r s  i n  town t h a t  
Benjamin migh t  s e e k  work w i t h  them b u t  t h a t  he  was s t i l l  a 
bound a p p r e n t i c e .  Benjamin t h e n  d e c i d e d  on New Y o r k . [ 3 ]
J o u r n e y i n g  t o  New York i n  Sep t embe r  of  1723,  F r a n k l i n  
s o u g h t  o u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  o n l y  p r i n t e r ,  Wi l l i am B r a d f o r d . [ 4 ]  
B r a d f o r d  c o u ld  n o t  g i v e  F r a n k l i n  work b u t  s a i d  h i s  son  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Andrew B r a d f o r d ,  migh t  i nasmuch a s  h i s  
" p r i n c i p a l  h a n d , "  A gu i l a  Bose ,  had j u s t  d i e d . [ 5 ]  Cn F r a n k l i n  
went  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t r a v e l i n g  by way of  B u r l i n g t o n ,  New
j
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J e r s e y ,  where he was i n v i t e d  t o  s e t  up shop .  He d e c l i n e d ,  
a s  he s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  he had nc e q u ip m e n t .  When F r a n k l i n  
a r r i v e d  a t  Andrew B r a d f o r d ' s  shop he found  t h e  s e n i o r  
B rad fo rd  t h e r e .  A g a i n ,  F r a n k l i n  was exposed  t o  a f a m i l y  i n  
t he  t r a d e ,  so m e th i n g  t h a t  may have  a p p e a r e d  so  no rma l  t h a t  
be n e ve r  ment ioned  i t .  Andrew had  no work f o r  F r a n k l i n  b u t  
he t h o u g h t  t h e  o t h e r  p r i n t e r  i n  town,  Samuel  Ke imer ,  m i g h t ,  
f o r  Keimer had j u s t  a r r i v e d  f rom Eng land  and was i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  s h o p . [ 6 ]
F r a n k l i n  went t o  K e i m e r ' s  b u t  n o t  a l o n e .  The e l d e r  
B rad fo rd  t ook  h im,  and f o r  what  p u r p o s e  we may s u r m i s e .  
Keimer c o u l d  n o t  g i v e  F r a n k l i n  work ,  b u t  a f t e r  t e s t i n g  
F r a n k l i n ' s  compos ing  s k i l l s ,  p romi sed  him odd j o b s  now and 
t h e n .  Dur in g  t h i s  t e s t  B r a d f o r d  and Keimer  t a l k e d  a n d ,  a s  
F r a n k l i n  r e c a l l e d ,  B r a d f o r d ,  a " c r a f t y  o l d  S o p h i s t e r , "  g o t  
Keimer t o  " e x p l a i n  a l l  h i s  Views,  what  I n t e r e s t  he r e l y ' d  
on,  and i n  what manner he  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o c e e d , "  i n  s h o r t ,  
t h e  n a t u r e  of  B r a d f o r d ' s  s en  Andrew ' s  c o m p e t i t i o n . [ 7 ]  W i t h i n  
t h e  month Keimer t oo k  F r a n k l i n  cn f u l l  t i m e ,  bu t  i n  t h e  
i n t e r i m  F r a n k l i n  worked o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o r  B r a d f o r d ,  a n d ,  
i n d e e d ,  l i v e d  wi th  him u n t i l  Keimer fo u n d  him a room.
Tha t  F r a n k l i n  would have s o u g h t  o u t  work i n  New York o r  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  does  n o t  seem u n u s u a l  a t  a l l .  He had a t r a d e  
and needed  a j o b .  But i t  i s  e x a c t l y  t h i s  o r d i n a r y  b e h a v i o r  
t h a t  h i n t s  a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e .
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s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  among i t s  members .  By t h e  
t im e  F r a n k l i n  went  t o  work f o r  Keimer he had n e t ,  worked 
f o r ,  o r  l i v e d  wi th  e v e r y  p r i n t e r  s o u t h  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t .  
F r a n k l i n  knew,  o r  a t  t h e  very  l e a s t  had met ,  e v e r y  p r i n t e r  
i n  B o s t o n . [ 8 ]  He knew t h e  o n l y  p r i n t e r  i n  New York ,  and had 
worked f o r  t h e  o n l y  two i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Thus t h e  r a n g e  o f  
t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  F r a n k l i n  had  a t  t h e  age  of  s e v e n t e e n  was 
v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  p r i n t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  Ameri can  
c o l o n i e s .
I m p o r t a n t  a l s o  i s  t h e  way F r a n k l i n  came t o  know t h e s e  
men, t h a t  i s ,  t h r o u g h  f a n i l y  and by p h y s i c a l  movement.  I n  
Bos ton ,  i t  was be c a u s e  he was i n  t h e  t r a d e  and he  was i n  t h e  
t r a d e  b e c a u s e  o f  f a m i l y .  I n  New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a  i t  
was b e ca us e  he  t r a v e l e d  t h e r e .  But  f rom New York i t  was 
a l s o  a m a t t e r  o f  who knew whom, and t h i s  h i n t s  a t  t h e  
n e t w o r k - l i k e  n a t u r e  o f  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f l o w i n g  f rom 
f a m i l y  t i e s  and f r i e n d s h i p s ,  t h e  o n l y  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  which 
was a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  movement.  F r a n k l i n  met  W i l l i am  B r a d f o r d  
i n  New York.  B r a d f o r d  had  a so n  who had l o s t  a j ou rn ey m an ,  
and t h i s  l e d  F r a n k l i n  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Andrew B r a d f o r d  knew 
Keimer b u t  Wi l l i am  B r a d f o r d  d i d  n o t ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  u n t i l  he 
t ook  F r a n k l i n  t o  s e e  i f  he c o u l d  f i n d  him a j o b .  I n  a l l  
i n s t a n c e s  F r a n k l i n  a c q u i r e d  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h ro u g h  f a c e  t o  
f a c e  e n c o u n t e r s .  And t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
t r a d e  i s  a c e n t r a l  i s s u e  no t  on ly  b e c a u s e  i t  r a i s e s  t h e
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q u e s t i o n s  o f  what  k i n d s  e x i s t e d  and how f a r  t h ey  e x t e n d e d ,  
b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  i t  r e v e a l s  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  ch anc e .  I f  t h e  
v a g a r i e s  of  c h a n c e  m e e t i n g s ,  o f  who knew whom, d i c t a t e d  t h e  
c a r e e r s  o f  e t h e r  t r a d e s m e n  a s  much a s  t h e y  d i d  F r a n k l i n ’ s ,  
t h en  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  g rowth  i n  t h e  e a r l y  Amer ican p r e s s  m igh t  
w e l l  have t a k e n  v e ry  u n u s u a l  t u r n s .
F r a n k l i n ’ s f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o f f i c i a l  p a t r o n a g e  i s  n o t  
on ly  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t ;  i t  r a i s e s  a n o t h e r  i s s u e .  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  he a r r i v e d  i n  E h i l a d e l p h i a  F r a n k l i n  wro t e  t o  h i s  
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  R o b e r t  Holmes,  a me rc han t  i n  N e w c a s t l e ,  
De laware .  The l e t t e r  r e a c h e d  Holmes w h i l e  he was i n  t h e  
company o f  S i r  W i l l i a m  K e i t h ,  g o v e r n o r  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a . [ 9  ] 
F r a n k l i n ’ s s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  t r a d e ,  
i n t e r e s t e d  K e i t h  who, a l o n g  w i t h  John  F r e n c h ,  a member o f  
h i s  c o u n c i l ,  l a t e r  s o u g h t  o u t  F r a n k l i n  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  
Ke i t h  e n c o u r a g e d  F r a r k l i n  t o  s e t  up shop and b o t h  men 
a s s u r e d  F r a r k l i n  of  " t h e i r  I n t e r e s t  and I n f l u e n c e  i n  
p r o c u r i n g  t h e  P u b l i c k  B u s i n e s s "  o f  bo t h  P e n n s y l v a n i a  and 
D e l a w a r e . [ 1 0 ]  The t e r m s  " I n t e r e s t "  and " I n f l u e n c e "  a r e  f rom 
F r a n k l i n ’ s l a t e r  v o c a b u l a r y ,  one  i n f o r m e d  by h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  
wi th  B r i t i s h  p a t r o n a g e ,  bu t  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  a ve ry  r e a l  
phenomenon which formed a key e l e m e n t  i n  F r a n k l i n ' s  s u c c e s s .  
K e i t h  o f f e r e d  F r a n k l i n  a working  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  
h i s  " I n t e r e s t . "  I n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s ,  t h i s  was t h e  k i n d  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n  W i l l i am  B r a d f o r d  p e r s u a d e d  Samuel  Keimer  t o
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8r e v e a l  when B r a d f o r d  t c c k  F r a r k l i n  t o  K e i m e r ' s  shop.
F r a n k l i n ’ s e n c o u n t e r  wi th  K e i t h  l e d  F r a n k l i n  t o  s eek  
money f rom h i s  f a t h e r  — a g a i n  a f a m i l y  t i e  —  t o  be g in  
b u s i n e s s .  When F r a n k l i n ’ s f a t h e r  r e f u s e d ,  K e i t h  o f f e r e d  t o  
assume t h e  c o s t ,  and t h i s  l e d  Benjamin t o  London t o  s e c u r e  a 
p r e s s  and t y p e .  K e i t h ' s  p romise  p rov ed  h o l l o w ,  however ,  and 
F r a n k l i n  found h i m s e l f  i n  London w i t h o u t  f u n d s .  Thomas 
Denham, a merchan t  F r a r k l i n  had met on t h e  voyage —  a 
chance  e n c o u n t e r  made p o s s i b l e  by F r a n k l i n ' s
movement — a d v i s e d  F r a r k l i n  t o  g e t  a j ob  i n  p r i n t i n g  i n  
England ,  s ave  money, and p l an  on r e t u r n i n g  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
a d v i c e  F r a r k l i n  f o l l o w e d  f o r  n e a r l y  e i g h t e e n  months .  But i n  
t h e  F a l l  of  1725 Denham a s ked  F r a r k l i n  t o  abandon p r i n t i n g ,  
r e t u r n  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and l e a r n  t h e  m e r c h a n t ' s  t r a d e ,  
a f t e r  which he would s e t  up F r a n k l i n  i n  t h e  West I n d i e s .  
F r a n k l i n  a g r e e d  a n d ,  a s  he  t h o u g h t ,  " t o o k  Leave of  
P r i n t i n g  . . . f o r  e v e r . " [ 1 1 ]  But  i n  F e b r u a r y  1726 Denham 
d i e d ,  l e a v i n g  F r a n k l i n  a g a i n  w i t h  n o t h i n g .  Denham's  dea t h  
r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  what  e f f e c t  m o r t a l i t y  had on t h e  
t r a d e .  Much l i k e  t h e  d e a t h  of  B r a d f o r d ' s  j ou rneyman ,  Agui la  
Bose,  which had l e d  F r a r k l i n  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  Denham's  d e a t h  l e d  F r a r k l i n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  p r i n t i n g .  
To what e x t e n t  t h e  demograph ic  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  a f f e c t e d  
p r i n t i n g  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  any s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p r e s s .
I n  Maroh 1726 F r a r k l i n  f i n a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  America and
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began working  f e r  Keimer  as^ fo r em an  o f  h i s  shop ,  m ee t i ng  men 
who f u r t h e r  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  c a r e e r .  One was Hugh M e r e d i t h ,  
Ke i m e r ' s  p res sman  and F r a n k l i n ' s  f u t u r e  p a r t n e r .  An o t he r  
was S t even  P o t t s ,  a b o o k b i n d e r  and l a t e r  m e r c h an t ,  wi th  whom 
F r a n k l i n  would a lw a y s  r em a in  c l o s e .  Two more,  David H a r r y ,  
K e i m e r ' s  a p p r e n t i c e ,  and George  Webb, a c o m p o s i t o r ,  would 
become F r a n k l i n ' s  c o m p e t i t o r s .  What i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  i s  
t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  f u t u r e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  A l l  stemmed from 
s h a r i n g  t h e  same t r a d e  i n  t h e  same p l a c e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .
How F r a n k l i n  v i ewed  a s s o c i a t i o n s  p r o v i d e s  a means t o  
a s s e s s  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  on him,  h i s  commitment  t o  them,  and 
t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  im p a c t  on t h e  t r a d e .  The v o c a b u l a r y  F r a n k l i n  
employed i s  n e t  u n u s u a l ,  b u t  when p l a c e d  in t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
b e h a v i o r ,  d e s c r i b e s  a f u n c t i o n a l  h i e r a r c h y  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
At t h e  low end o f  t h e  s c a l e  were  " a c q u a i n t a n c e s , "  p e o p l e  
F r a r k l i n  knew in  p a s s i n g .  Then t h e r e  were " f r i e n d s , "  p e o p l e  
w i th  whom F r a n k l i n  s h a r e d  c l o s e r  t i e s .  E i t h e r  c o u l d  
c o n s t i t u t e  a " c o n n e c t i o n , "  a working ,  f u n c t i o n i n g  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t he  b e n e f i t  o f  which could  be " I n t e r e s t  and 
I n f l u e n c e , "  t h e  bane  c f  which ,  a " b u r d e n . " [ 1 2 ]  At t h e  h i g h  
e r d  o f  t h e  s c a l e  was " F a m i l y , "  t h e  c l o s e s t  p o s s i b l e  t i e .  
From t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  a r d  i n  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
F r a n k l i n  made can  be  seen  i n  a f u l l e r  l i g h t .
F r a n k l i n ' s  employment  wi th  Keimer l a s t e d  o n l y  a s h o r t  
t im e ,  f o r  a f t e r  a few months Keimer  became i n c r e a s i n g l y
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s h o r t  and  t h e  two men f i n a l l y  f o u g h t .  As F r a n k l i n  r e c a l l e d ,  
"a T r i f l e  s n a p t  o u r  C o n n e c t i o n . " [ 1 3 ]  At t h a t  p o i n t  Hugh 
Me re d i t h  p roposed  a p a r t n e r s h i p  f i n a n c e d  by M e r e d i t h ' s  
f a t h e r .  f r a n k l i n  a g r e e d  and r e t u r n e d  t o  work f o r  Keimer  
whi le  t h e  eg u ipmen t  t h e y  needed  was on o r d e r .  Dur ing  t h i s  
t i m e ,  F r a n k l i n  and Keimer went  t o  B u r l i n g t o n ,  New J e r s e y ,  t o  
p r i n t  an i s s u e  c f  c u r r e n c y .  Whi l e  t h e r e ,  a s  F r a n k l i n  l a t e r  
r e c a l l e d ,  he "made an A c q u a i n t a n c e  w i th  many p r i n c i p a l  
peop le  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e "  and " a q u i r e d  F r i e n d s "  who "were  
a f t e r w a r d s  c f  g r e a t  Dse t o  me, a s  I  o c c a s i o n a l l y  was t o  some 
of  t h e m . " [ 1 4 ]  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  f rom p l a c e  t o  
p l a c e ,  F r a n k l i n  was a c q u i r i n g  t h e  n e tw o rk  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
t h a t  would p l a y  so g r e a t  a p a r t  i n  h i s  c a r e e r .
N a t u r a l l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were g i v e  and t a k e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  
normal  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  Ye t  t h e y  p r o f o u n d l y  a f f e c t e d  
F r a n k l i n ' s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  L a t e  i n  1728 F r a n k l i n  and 
M e r ed i t h  opened shop ,  t h e  t h i r d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h e i r  v e r y  
f i t s t  p i e c e  of  work was b r o u g h t  i n  by an " A c q u a i n t a n c e , "  
George House ,  and t h e i r  c n l y  e x t a n t  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  
p a r t  o f  a work Keimer p r i n t e d ,  was s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  
f r i e n d ,  J o s e p h  B r e i n t n a l l . [ 15  ] I n  a d d i t i o n ,  " o t h e r  F r i e n d s "  
b r o u g h t  i n  " l i t t l e  J c b b s . " [ 1 6 ]  But  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  
F r a n k l i n ' s  b u s i n e s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M e r e d i t h  s t a r t e d  t o  
d e c l i n e .  M e r e d i t h  began d r x n k i n g  and ,  a s  F r a n k l i n  r e c a l l e d ,  
"my F r i e n d s  l ammented my C o n n e c t i o n  wi th  h i m . " [ 1 7 ]  But
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F r a n k l i n  s t u c k  i t  o u t ,  a m eas u re ,  i t  would  s eem,  o f  h i s  
commitment  t o  t h a t  " C o n n e c t i o n . "
I n  1729 ,  a f t e r  F r a n k l i n  and M e r e d i t h  assumed 
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  K e i m e r ’ s P e n n s y l v a n i a  G a z e t t e . F r a r k l i n  began 
t o  r e c e i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p a t r o n a g e . f 18]  While F r a n k l i n  
a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  G a z e t t e  and h i s  s k i l l  
a s  a p r i n t e r ,  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were ve ry  much i n v o l v e d .  As 
F r a n k l i n  h i m s e l f  r e c a l l e d ,  b o t h  t h e  G a z e t t e  and h i s  s k i l l  
" s t r e n g h e n ' d  t h e  Hards  of  our  F r i e n d s  i n  t h e  House,  and t h e y  
vo t ed  us  P r i n t e r s  f o r  t h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r . " [ 1 9 ]  C h i e f  among 
F r a n k l i n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  " f r i e n d s "  was Andrew H a m i l t o n , S p e a k e r  
of  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  House,  who " i n t e r e s t e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  me 
s t r o n g l y "  i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l  p r i n t e r ,  " a s  
he d id  i n  many o t h e r s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  P a t r o n a g e  
t i l l  h i s  D e a t h . " [ 2 0 ]  The r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a g a i n ,  was g i v e  and 
t a k e .  Respond ing  t o  a t t a c k s  on H am i l t on  i n  B r a d f o r d ' s 
American Weekly Mercury  i n  t h e  F a l l  o f  1733,  F r a n k l i n  
anonymous ly  wrote  and p u b l i s h e d  i n  h i s  G a z e t t e  a s p i r i t e d  
d e f e n s e  o f  H a m i l t o n ,  a " H a l f - H o u r s  C o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a 
F r i e n d , "  s o m e th i n g  F r a n k l i n  f e l t  h i m s e l f  "bound i n  p o i n t  o f  
F r i e n d s h i p  and J u s t i c e "  t c  d o . [2  1] I n  a d d i t i o n ,  F r a n k l i n  
s e c u r e d  f o r  H a m i l t o n ' s  son 1500 ,  a l t h o u g h  e x a c t l y  when and 
f o r  what p u r p o s e  i s  n o t  known. But  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e  
working  c o n n e c t i o n ,  was t h e r e .  And i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  
e q u a t i o n  c f  F r i e n d = I n t e r e s t = P a t r o n a g e  i s ,  t h e  way F r a n k l i n
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came t o  mee t  Hami l t on  i s  e q u a l l y  s c .  I n  one s e n s e ,  i t  was by 
chance  f o r  Hami l t on  was a f r i e n d  o f  Thomas Denham' s . [ 2 2 ]  I n  
a n o t h e r  s e n s e ,  i t  was due t o  t h e  way i n f o r m a t i o n  f l o we d .
I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p r e - e l e c t r o n i c  age  was e s s e n t i a l l y  
income e l a s t i c ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  most  money 
go t  t h e  most  i n f c r m a t i o n  f a s t e s t . [ 2 3 ]  Money, m or eo ve r ,  
f l owed  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  of  t r a d e ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a - L o n d o n  
r o u t e  b e i n g  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  T h a t  F r a n k l i n  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  
r o u t e  e xp ose d  him t c  t h e  f l ow o f  w e a l t h - w e i g h t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h r o u g h  Denham, t h e  m e r c h a n t ,  and Hami l t on ,  t h e  
p c l i t i c i a n - l a w y e r .  F r a n k l i n ' s  e a r l i e r  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  
Gove rnor  W i l l i am  B u r n e t  i n  New York,  c o n f i r m s  t h e  p o i n t .  
R e t u r n i n g  f r cm  a v i s i t  t o  B o s t o n  i n  1724,  F r a n k l i n  s t o p p e d  
a t  New York .  While t h e r e  he r e c e i v e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  from 
B ur ne t  who had h e a r d  from t h e  s h i p ' s  c a p t a i n  t h a t  F r a n k l i n  
had some b o c k s .  B u r n e t  knew t h i s  a b o u t  F r a n k l i n  b e c a u s e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f l owed  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t r a d e  and w e a l t h .  
Hence by v i r t u e  c f  h i s  own p h y s i c a l  movement and t h e  way 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t r a v e l e d ,  F r a n k l i n  was a b l e  t c  c r o s s  s o c i a l  
b a r r i e r s  a s  i f  t h e y  h a r d l y  e x i s t e d  and t o  make a s s o c i a t i o n s  
t h a t  would p rove  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  h i s  c a r e e r .
I n  1730 F r a n k l i n  d i s s o l v e d  h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  
M e r ed i t h  who was,  by h i s  own a d m i s s i o n ,  i l l - s u i t e d  t o  t h e  
t r a d e . [ 2 4 ]  But  b e f o r e  he d i d  s o ,  F r a n k l i n  had  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
money M e r e d i t h ' s  f a t h e r  had a d v a n c e d  f o r  t h e  shop .  F r a n k l i n
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go t  i t  f rom "two t r u e  F r i e n d s , "  Wi l l i a lc  Coleman and R o b e r t  
Grace ,  bo th  members c f  F r a r k l i n ' s  J u n t o . [ 2 5 ]  A g a i n ,  
F r a n k l i n ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  h i s  f r i e n d s  and c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a r e  i n  
e v i d e n c e  a t  c r u c i a l  p o i n t s  i n  h i s  c a r e e r .
I f  f r i e n d s  h e l p e d  t o  s e c u r e  b u s i n e s s  and a l l o w e d  
F r a n k l i n  t o  p r i n t ,  d o i ng  t h e  a c t u a l  work was some th ing  e l s e ,
l o o k i n g  a t  F r a n k l i n ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  —  h i s
a p p r e n t i c e s ,  journeymen ,  and p a r t n e r s  — r e v e a l s  a n o t h e r  
d imens ion  o f  t h e  p r e s s ;  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  and,  more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  how t h e  t r a d e  e x p a n d e d .  As any p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  
who was a ro un d  t c  work f o r  F r a n k l i n ?  In  one  s e n s e  a nyo ne ,  
f o r  F r a n k l i n  cou ld  have engaged  t o t a l l y  u n t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l .  
But  t o  t r a i n  new men c o m p l e t e l y  would have  been d e t r i m e n t a l  
t o  F r a n k l i n ' s  b u s i n e s s ;  s i m p ly  t h e  t i m e  i nvo lve d  would have  
s lowed him down. The q u e s t i o n  o f  g ro wt h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e d u c e s  
t c  a q u e s t i o n  o f  the  av enu es  by which pe op l e  e n t e r e d  t h e  
t r a d e .
F r a n k l i n ' s  own e x p e r i e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  were two 
av enues  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e .  The f i r s t  was f a m i l y .  He had been  
t r a i n e d  by h i s  b r o t h e r ;  Andrew B r a d f o r d  had been t r a i n e d  by 
h i s  f a t h e r ;  and W i l l i am  B r a d f o r d  had been a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  h i s  
f a t h e r - i n - l a w  i n  London.  The Gr een s  of  Boston f o l l o w e d  t h i s  
pa th  a s  w e l l .  To what  e x t e n t  t h i s  p a t t e r n  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e
t r a d e  a s  a whole  and wh e th e r  i t  changed  over  t ime  i s  an
i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t .  The second  avenue  was n o n - f a m i l i a l
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t r a i n i n g  g a i n e d  e i t h e r  i n  Eng l and ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  c f  Keimer 
o r  B e n j a m i n ' s  b r o t h e r  James ,  o r  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  c f  M e r e d i t h .  Yet  we know t h e  b u s i n e s s  was an 
e x p e n s i v e  cne t o  s t a r t ,  and  t h e  c o s t  o f  t r a v e l i n g  t o  Eng land  
would have  added even  m e r e . [ 2 6 ]  And i f  t r a i n i n g  were  t o  be 
a c q u i r e d  i n  t h e  c o l c n i e s ,  t h e r e  were o b v i o u s l y  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  
number who c o u l d  be  t r a i n e d  a t  any g i v e n  t i m e ,  l i m i t s  
imposed by t h e  number c f  p r i n t e r s  a round  t o  do t h e  t r a i n i n g .  
Thus t h e  ve ry  e s s e n c e  of  growth and  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t he  t r a d e  
was i n  p a r t  a m a t t e r  o f  who was a round  a t  any g i v e n  t i m e ,  a 
m a t t e r  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t r a d e .  And f o r  any s i n g l e  
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  e ach  new e n t r a n t  became a p o t e n t i a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  Looking a t  F r a n k l i n ' s  c l o s e s t  t r a d e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f f e r s  a g l im p se  a t  b o t h  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n  and movement w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d e .
When F r a r k l i n  and Me red i t h  opened shop ,  t h e y  worked 
a l o n e .  A f t e r  Me red i t h  l e f t ,  F r a n k l i n ,  n e e d i n g  h e l p ,  t oo k  on 
Jo seph  Bose ,  t h e  o rp h an e d  son o f  A g u i l a  Bose ,  a s  an 
a p p r e n t i c e ,  and ,  a s  a j ourneyman,  Thomas Whi tmarsh ,  whom 
F r a n k l i n  had n e t  i r  Lo ndon . [ 2 7 ]  The f a c t  t h a t  Whitmarsh was 
i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1730,  p r e c i s e l y  when F r a n k l i n  needed 
h e l p ,  seems t o  have  been  a s t r o k e  of  l u c k  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no 
e v i d e n c e  F r a n k l i n  e v e r  i s s u e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  Whitmarsh.  
I n  Sept ember  1730 F r a r k l i n  " t oo k  . . .  t o  Wife"  Deborah Bead 
who f u n c t i o n e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  "by a t t e n d i n g  t h e
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
%15
Shop . " [ 2 8 ]  A y e a r  l a t e r  F r a t k l i n  e n t e r e d  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  
wi th  H h i t m a r s h ,  who was t o  e s t a b l i s h  a shop  i n
C h a r l e s t o n . [29  ] By t h e  t e r n s  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  which fo rmed  
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  o f  F r a n k l i n ' s  l a t e r  o n e s ,  t h e
" C o p a r t n e r s h i p "  was t o  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s .  F r a n k l i n  was t o  
sup p l y  Whi tmarsh w i th  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e q u ip m en t  f o r  which 
F r a n k l i n  would r e c e i v e  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s .  Whi tmarsh 
was t o  r e c e i v e  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  a n d ,  a t  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  s i x - y e a r  t e r m ,  c o u l d  buy t h e  e q u i p m e n t  i f  
he l i k e d .  But Whi tmar sh  was bound t o  p r i n t  o n l y  wi th  
F r a n k l i n ' s  eq u ip m en t  and  t h i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e c l u d e d  
Whitmarsh f rom e i t h e r  f r e e l a n c i n g  o r  e x p a n d i n g  on h i s  own. 
Whether  F r a n k l i n ' s  t e rm s  were s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  t r a d e  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y ,  f o r  h i s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  e x t a n t  r e c o r d s  of  
p a r t n e r s h i p s .  I m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e ,  ho weve r ,  a r e  t h e  
r e s t r a i n t s  F r a r k l i n  imposed .  Only w i t h  h i s  e q u i p m e n t  c o u l d  
Whitmarsh expand .  Thus g r o w t h ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  some e x t e n t ,  was
n o t  an i n d i v i d u a l  m a t t e r  b u t  was t i e d  t o  a s s o c i a t i o n s .
A f t e r  W h i t m a r s h ' s  d e p a r t u r e  F r a n k l i n  was one  hand 
s h o r t .  E i t h e r  l a t e  i n  173 1 o r  e a r l y  1732 he h i r e d  L ou i s  
Timo thy ,  a r e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t  f r cm  H o l l a n d ,  a s  a j ou r ney man ,  
t h u s  f i l l i n g  o u t  h i s  s h o p . [ 3 0 ]  I n  1733 Whi tmarsh  d i e d ,  
c r e a t i n g  a vacancy  i n  C h a r l e s t o n .  By t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  
F r a n k l i n - W h i t m a r s h  a g r e e m e n t  t h e  eq u ip m en t  r e v e r t e d  t o  
F r a n k l i n .  At t h i s  j u n c t u r e  F r a r k l i n  e n t e r e d  i n t o
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p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  l i m c t h y  who was t o  assume t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  
o p e r a t i o n .  The t e r r a s  o f  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  m i r r o r e d  t h e  e a r l i e r  
a cco rd  w i t h  one e x c e p t i o n ;  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  T i m o t h y ' s  d e a t h  
h i s  son ,  E e t e r ,  c o u l d  su c c e e d  him i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s . [31 ] Here  
a g a i n  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  For  Timothy 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  s u c c e s s i o n  p roved  w i s e ,  f o r  i n  1738 
he d i e d .  As h i s  s en  was c n l y  t h i r t e e n ,  h i s  widow E l i z a b e t h  
c o n t i n u e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s . [ 3 2 ]
In  t h e  F a l l  o f  1733 F r a n k l i n  a g a i n  needed  h e l p  and i t  
was J ames  P a r k e r ,  a r unaway  a p p r e n t i c e  c f  W i l l i am  
B r a d f o r d ' s ,  who new met F r a n k l i n ' s  n e e d s .  Wha teve r  
F r a n k l i n ' s  m o t i v e s  f o r  t a k i n g  P a r k e r  i n ,  and one  s u s p e c t s  
t h a t  F r a n k l i n  saw i n  P a r k e r  a memory o f  h i s  f o r m e r  p l i g h t ,  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  p roved  a good one f o r  P a r k e r  would i n  l a t e r  
y e a r s  become a t r u s t e d  f r i e n d . [ 3 3 ]  I n  1740 F r a n k l i n  t o o k  a s  
an a p p r e n t i c e  h i s  l a t e  b r o t h e r ' s  s o n ,  James  F r a n k l i n ,  
J r . [ 3 4 ]  I n  174 1 F r a r k l i n  s e t  up P a r k e r  i n  New Y o rk . [ 3 5 ]  To 
f i l l  t h e  gap c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  shop  he  t o o k  i n  Thomas Smi th  
who, i n  1743 o r  1744,  went  t o  work f o r  P a r k e r  i n  New York .  
I n  1748 F r a n k l i n  s e t  up Smi th  i n  A n t i g u a . [ 3 6 ]  In  1743 he 
employed David H a l l  who,  i n  1748,  became h i s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
p a r t n e r  an d  who r an  t h e  shop  f o r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s . [ 3 7 ]
The l a s i c  p a t t e r n  o f  movement w i t h i n  F r a n k l i n ’ s  
b u s i n e s s  was t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  f r cm journeyman t c  p a r t n e r .  
Whi tmarsh ,  T imo thy ,  P a r k e r ,  S m i t h ,  and  H a l l  a l l  f o l l o w e d
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t h i s  c o u r s e .  (What happened  t c  J o s e p h  Rose i s  unknown.)  I n  
one s e n s e  t h e s e  men were  F r a n k l i n ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f a m i l y ,
p e r s o n s  he t r a i n e d  and t o  whom he  gave  a s t a r t .  And
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a f a m i l y ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  i s  n o t  u n l i k e  t h a t  o f  a 
c o l o n i a l  f a t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  h i s  l a n d  t o  e ach  m a t u r in g  son 
w i th  t h e  y o u n g e s t  (Ha l l )  s u c c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  l o t . [ 3 8 ]  
C a r r y i n g  t h e  a n a l o g y  a s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  a h i n t  o f
p a t r i a r c h a l i s m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  p a t t e r n  mig h t  be s e en  
i n  t h e  d e l a y  o f  f u l l  t i t l e  t o  t h e  f i r m  F r a n k l i n  imposed-  An 
o b v i ou s  d i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t s ,  c f  c o u r s e .  These  men were n o t  
F r a n k l i n ' s  f a m i l y  i n  any  b i o l o g i c a l  s e n s e ,  and F r a n k l i n ' s  
mot ive f o r  t h e  a g r e e m e n t s  was ,  t o  be s u r e ,  p r o f i t .
S t i l l  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  g rowth  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  t h e  p a t t e r n  i s  o f  more t h a n  p a s s i n g  c o n c e r n .  For  one 
t h i n g ,  i t  h i n t s  a t  bo t h  t h e  nanner  and l i m i t  o f  g rowth  
w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d e .  The p r o g r e s s i o n  f rom jou rneyman  t o
p a r t n e r  ( t h e  manner) t o o k  t im e  ( t h e  l i m i t ) . The p a t t e r n  
a l s o  s u g g e s t s  how c l o s e l y  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  and w i th  i t  g r o w t h ,  
was t i e d  t o  t h e  number c f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d ,  f o r  e ach  p a r t n e r  
(a p r i n t e r )  needed t c  be  t r a i n e d .  Each c f  F r a n k l i n ' s  
p a r t n e r s h i p s  was,  m o r e o v e r ,  a c o n n e c t i o n  i n  a ne twork  of  
which F r a r k l i n  was t h e  c e n t r a l  node..  S p a t i a l l y ,  t h i s  
ne twork  was c e n t e r e d  i n  P h i l a d e p h i a  and i n  1748 r e a c h e d  
n o r t h w a r d  t o  Newpor t ,  where  James  F r a n k l i n ,  J r .  and h i s  
mother  Ann F r a n k l i n  were  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  and New York,  where
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P a r k e r  had  s e t  up sh o p .  To t h e  s o u t h  t h e  n e t w o r k  e x t e n d e d  
t c  C h a r l e s t o n  where t h e  T im o th y s  s t i l l  worked,  t h e n  on t o  
An t igua  where  Thomas Smi th  had begun t o  p r i n t .  And t h i s  i s  
cn ly  t h e  most  v i s i b l e  o u t l i n e  c f  F r a n k l i n ' s  ne tw ork  of  
p i o f e s s i o n a l  t i e s .  To t h e s e  must  be added t h e  l e s s  f o r m a l  
b u t  no l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  F r a n k l i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h r ou g h  t h e  y e a r s .
The m a i n t en a nc e  o f  F r a n k l i n ' s  ne twork  depended  on 
s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  Atcve  a l l  i t  depended on F r a n k l i n ' s  
s u r v i v a l ,  f o r  w i t h o u t  him t h e r e  would have  been no c e n t r a l  
node ,  no c o n n e c t i o n  among t h e  p a r t s .  I t  was F r a n k l i n  a l o n e  
who knew a l l  t h e  ne tw ork  members and who formed t h e  
" c o n n e c t i o n s "  from t h e  s t a r t .  I n  some measure ,  t o o ,  s u c c e s s  
a l s o  depended  on t h e  n e t w o r k ' s  u t i l i t y ,  which l o g i c a l l y  
would be  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  Moreove r ,  
t h e  t r a d e  b e i n g  co m m u n i ca t i o n ,  one  might  e x p e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  f low a l o n g  ne twork  l i n e s ,  and w i th  F r a n k l i n ' s  t h i s  seems 
t o  have been  t i e  c a s e .  F r a n k l i n ' s  Poor  R i ch a r d  Almanac was 
s o l d  by Thcmas F l e e t  i n  B o s t o n ,  J o n a s  Green i n  A n n a p o l i s ,  
James P a r k e r  i n  Hew York,  and " S i s t e r "  Ann F r a n k l i n  i n  
Newpor t . [ 3 9 ]  A l l  were  F r a n k l i n  a s s o c i a t e s .  F l e e t  l a d  been  a 
" f r i e n d "  c f  F r a n k l i n ' s  b r o t h e r  J a m e s . [ 4 0 ]  Green had worked 
f o r  F r a n k l i n  b r i e f l y  b e f o r e  moving t o  A n n a p o l i s .  P a r k e r  was 
a p a r t n e r ,  and Ann F r a r k l i n  was f a m i l y .  To what  e x t e n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r i n t e d  works ,  f o l l o w e d
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ne twork  l i n e s ,  and t c  what e x t e n t  t h i s  was a g e n e r a l  
phenomenon of  t h e  t r a d e ,  i s  a c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n  t o  he a s k e d .
F r a n k l i n ' s  c a r e e r  s u g g e s t s  many t h i n g s  a bo u t  p r i n t i n g  
and p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  y e a r s .  Above a l l ,  i t  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  t r a d e  was b u i l t  upon a s s o c i a t i o n s  and t h a t  
t h e s e  were  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s u c c e s s .  A s s o c i a t i o n s  formed 
n e tw o r k s ,  and with them p o t e n t i a l  l i n e s  c f  commun ica t i on  and 
a c t i o n .  The f o u n d a t i o n s  c f  n e tw o rk s  v a r i e d .  I n  F r a n k l i n ' s  
c a s e  t h e  c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t s  were f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s ,  and h i s  own 
m o b i l i t y . The cement  o f  F r a n k l i n ' s  n e tw ork  was " i n t e r e s t , "  
t h e  g i v e  and t a k e  o f  f a v o r s .  I n  sum, F r a n k l i n ' s  c a r e e r  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  s t r u c t u r e ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  g r o w t h ,  
and m a i n t a n e nc e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  was t i e d  t o  t h e  a s s o o i a t i o n s  o f  
i t s  members .  Such a b r o ad  s u g g e s t i o n  r a i s e s  a h o s t  o f  
c o n c e p t u a l  and p r a c t i c a l  p ro b l e m s .
The i d e a  of  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  c e n t r a l .  Yet  c o n c e p t u a l l y ,  
a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  an i n h e r e n t l y  f uz z y  t erm f o r  i t  can  im p ly  
bo th  g roup  and i n d i v i d u a l  b e h a v i o r ,  v o l u n t a r y  and 
i n v o l u n t a r y  a c t i o n ,  p o t e n t i a l  and r e a l i z e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
Yet e s s e n t i a l l y ,  a s s o o i a t i o n s  a r e  o r d i n a r y  human 
t h i n g s  —  t h e  knowing o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  — and can  be v i ewed 
a s  s im p ly  a s  t h a t .  H i s t o r i a n s  o f t e n  t a k e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  
g r a n t e d ,  and t o  scire e x t e n t  t h e y  must .  Peop l e  n a t u r a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e  wi th  one a n o t h e r ,  i n  g r o up s  and a s  i n d i v i d u a l s .
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f r e q u e n t l y  and  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  by c h o i c e  and a s  a n a t t e r  o f  
chance-  To a sk  a t  e v e r y  t u r n  who knew whom and how c a n n o t  
answer  e v e r y  q u e s t i o n .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  h ow ev e r ,  t h e  
m a t t e r  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  can  be  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t .  T i e  h i s t o r y  
of  i d e a s  i s  a c a s e  i r  p o i n t  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
i n f l u e n c e  a r e  o f  i n t e n s e  c o n c e r n .  How A r i s t o t l e  and P l a t o  
were i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  Wes t e rn  t h o u g h t  h a s  been d e t e r m i n e d  i n  
p a r t  by t r a c k i n g  t h e i r  works  t h r o u g h  men i n  t i m e .  The 
R e f o r m a t i o n  t h o u g h t  o f  L u t h e r  and  C a l v i n  h a s  keen  a n a l y z e d  
from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  when e a c h  r e a d  o r  met d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n k e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t h o u g h t  
f rcm Europe  t o  t h e  c o l o n i e s  h a s  been  t r a c e d  t h r o u g h  p e o p l e  
and t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The e x am p le s  a r e  a l m o s t  
e n d l e s s . [ 4 1 ]  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  such  work n a t u r a l l y  g i v e s  way 
t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  n e tw o rk s  t h a t  a l l o w  and p romo te  
comm un i ca t i o n .  Whi le  such  an i d e a  i s  h a r d l y  n o v e l ,  i t  
r a r e l y  a s s u m e s  a p o s i t i o n  of  i m p o r t a n c e .
To make t h e  m a t t e r  c e n t r a l  would be  t o  s e e k  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  f i r s t ,  t o  s e e k  t h e  ne twork  b e f o r e  t r a c k i n g  t h e  
f low o f  i d e a s  t h r o u g h  i t . [ 4 2 ]  C l e a r l y  i t  would be i m p o s s i b l e  
t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  e v e r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  p r i n t e r ,  
p u b l i s h e r ,  and b o o k s e l l e r  i n  c o l o n i a l  Ameri ca .  Bu t  t h e  mos t  
o b v i o us  p e r s o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i e s  — f a m i l y ,  p a r t n e r s ,  
a p p r e n t i c e s ,  j ou rneymen  —  can  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  
e n t i r e  t r a d e  j u s t  a s  t h e y  c an  be f o r  F r a n k l i n .  The
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a d v a n t a g e  o f  su ch  an ap p ro a ch  i s  t w o f o l d .  F i r s t ,  i t  a l l o w s  
t h e  b a s i c  p a t t e r n s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  be s e e n ,  and w i t h  t h i s  
t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e .  Second ,  s e e k i n g  t h e
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  i t s  u s e ,  i n  t h e  end
a l l o w s  a f u l l e r  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e  and t h e  
i n f l u e n c e s  cn c h o i c e .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Poor  R i c h a r d  
spe aks  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  The bu lk  b u y e r s  o f  F r a n k l i n ' s  
a lmanac were a l l  members o f  h i s  n e w t o rk .  Poo r  Ei c h a r d  was
n o t  t h e  o n l y  a lmanao a r o u n d .  Tha t  James  P a r k e r ,  Ann
Timothy,  Ann F r a n k l i n ,  J o n a s  Green ,  and Thomas F l e e t  a l l
e x c e r c i s e d  a p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e  i n  b u y i n g  Poor  R i c h a r d  seems 
c l e a r  beyond  a d o u b t .  But  j u s t  a s  c l e a r l y ,  t h e y  made t h a t  
c h o i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  c f  t h e  t r a d e  ne two rk  i n  
which t h e y  were enmeshed.  The c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  c h o i c e  and 
ne twork  seem more t h a n  c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  and h i n t s  a t  t h e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n t e d  word.
E x i s t i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p  o f f e r s  l i t t l e  a i d  i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  f o r  i t s  a v o i d s  p r e c i s e l y  what  
F r a n k l i n ' s  c a r e e r  s u g g e s t s  was most
i m p o r t a n t  —  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and t h e  n e t w o r k s  t h e y  fo r med .  
U n de r ly in g  t h i s  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  any  c o l l e c t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  
of  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  which i t s e l f  s t e m s  f rom a v a r i e t y  
of  f a c t o r s .  On t h e  one  hand,  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  p r i n t i n g  and
p u b l i s h i n g  have  more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  l a c k e d  an o v e r a l l
i n t e r p r e t i v e  f r a m e w o r k . f 43 ] T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  f i e l d  ha s
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been t h e  r ea lm  c f  b i b l i o g r a p h e r s ,  a n t i q u a r i a n s ,  and 
h i s t o r i a n s  c f  j o u r n a l i s m  who have  f oc us ed  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
p r i n t e r ,  p r e s s ,  n e w s p a p e r ,  o r  p l a c e ,  and whose work r e f l e c t s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  and d e v e l op m e n t  o f  
p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  Works t h a t  d e a l  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  w i t h  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  and b i o g r a p h i c a l  a s  w e l l ,  f o r  t h e  
most  p a r t  c o m p i l a t i o n s . [ 4 4 ]  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  when c o l o n i a l  
h i s t o r i a n s  have  e n t e r e d  t h e  f i e l d ,  by and l a r g e  i t  h a s  been  
t o  s t u d y  t h e  p o l i t i c  «1 a s p e c t s  c f  t h e  p r e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
n e w s p a p e r s ,  a d d r e s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  f reedom o f  t h e  
p r e s s  and t h e  r c l e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
d u r in g  t h e  e r a  o f  t h e  Amer i can  R e v o l u t i o n . [ 4 5 ]
E x c e p t i o n s  e x i s t ,  t u t  v e ry  few.  Yet  t h o s e  works t h a t  
d e p a r t  f r cm  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  of  p u b l i s h i n g  h i s t o r y  
o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f o c u s  o f  c o l o n i a l i s t s  have  a common f e a t u r e  
i n  t h a t  t h e y  t r e a t  t h e  p r i n t e r  or  p u b l i s h e r  a s  an 
e n t r e p r e n e u r  working  u n d e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l ,  e con om ic ,  
and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i c r s . [ 46  ] More o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  ho we v e r ,  
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  o p e r a t e d  on a l o c a l  s c a l e  and l e a v e  
unanswered  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
t h e  t r a d e  i t s e l f .  A r g u i n g ,  f c r  example ,  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  governmen t  p r i n t i n g  was t h e  key t o  s u c c e s s  i n  
Boston s a y s  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  what  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s u c c e s s f u l  
b u s i n e s s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  o r  New Y o r k . [ 4 7 ]  Was
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t h e  Bos ton  t r a d e  d i f f e r e n t ,  n e t  s i m p ly  i n  what  i t  p r i n t e d  
b u t  i n  i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  f rom t h e  New York t r a d e  o r  t h e  t r a d e
as  a whole?  Or were t h e r e  more g e n e r a l  f a c t o r s  g o v e r n i n g
s u c c e s s  and f a i l u r e  anywhere?  Here  t h e y  few o r  many? Did
t h e y  ch an ge  e v e r  t im e ?  Frcm one l o c a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ?
l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  e n t i r e  t r a d e  can h i g h l i g h t  b o t h  d i f f e r e n c e s  
and s i m i l a r i t i e s  among and w i t h i n  g r o u p s ,  y e t  t h i s  de pen ds  
upon knowing who d i d  wha t ,  whe re ,  f o r  how l o n g ,  and unde r  
what  c o n d i t i o n s .
T h e r e  a r e ,  t o o ,  l o t h  p r a c t i c a l  and c o n c e p t u a l  p rob l em s  
which have  wcrked a g a i n s t  l a r g e  s c a l e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p r e s s ,  one s  which o f t e n  o v e r l a p .  On t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
s i d e  t h e r e  i s ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  enormous  s i z e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  and i t s  
a c t i v i t y .  The c o n c e p t u a l  h u r d l e s  a r e  more complex .  
P r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  a r e  c u l t u r a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  phenomena.  
To t r e a t  bo c ks  and ne ws p a pe r s  a s  mere ly  p r o d u c t s  d i v o r c e d  
f rcm t h e i r  c o n t e n t  seems somehow t c  v i o l a t e  t h e  e s s e n s e  o f  
t h e  p r e s s  i t s e l f .  Moreove r ,  t o  a d o p t  t h e  s t r a t e g y  o f  
v i ewing  p r i n t e r s  and p u b l i s h e r s  a s  s i m p l y  p r o d u c e r s  d e t a c h e d  
from t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  seems t o  i g n o r e  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  
c f  t h e  p r o c e s s  by which i d e a s  were g u i d e d  i n t o  p r i n t . [ 4 8 ]  
Both t h e  magni tude  o f  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  and t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of  
i t s  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t  p o s e  r e a l  and n o t  i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  
p rob l ems  f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  p r e s s .  Ye t  u n d e r l y i n g  any 
phenomenon,  c u l t u r a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  o r  n o t ,  i s  a s t r u c t u r e .
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With t h e  p r e s s ,  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  «as  a m a t t e r  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
among i t s  members.
U n d e r ly i n g  a l l  e l s e  i s  a s i n g l e  q u e s t i o n  which g o e s  t o  
t h e  r o o t  c f  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i t s e l f .  Does t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
of  e a r l y  Amer i ca ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  have  a b i a s  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e ?  Does i t  r e f l e c t  i n  
any s y s t e m a t i c  «ay t h e  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  o f  i t s  members? Did 
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  and i t s  p a t t e r n s  of  growth  r e n d e r  
what was p r i n t e d  a p r o d u c t  n o t  o n l y  of  a u t h o r s  b u t  a l s o  o f  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  ne tw or k s  o f  t h e  p r e s s ?  I s ,  f o r  e xa m p le ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were  no South  C a r o l i n a  a l m a n a c s ,  w r i t t e n  by 
South C a r o l i n i a n s ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s  due 
s o l e l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t e r  o r  a p u b l i s h e r  c o u l d  
f i n d  no c o m p i l e r  t o  h i r e ?  Or might  i t  a l s o  have  been due t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t e r s  in  C h a r l e s t o n  i n  t h e  1730s —  t h e  
Timothys — were i n  F r a n k l i n ' s  ne tw ork  and had Poor  R i c h a r d  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them? C l e a r l y  su ch  a q u e s t i o n  c a n  have  
no u n e q u i v o c a l  a n sw e r .  Yet  b e h a v i o r  c a n  be a t e l l i n g  g u i d e .  
The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
p r i n t e d  works  d i d  i n de e d  f o l l o w  ne twork  l i n e s ,  t h u s  
r e n d e r i n g  bo th  t h e  s i z e  and s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  e x t a n t  
l i t e r a t u r e  c f  any t ime  and p l a c e  i n  p a r t  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  t r a d e  and n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i l i e u .  T h i s  may w e l l  p r o v i d e  g r o u nd s  f o r  
a s s e s s i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m s  a body c f  l i t e r a t u r e  on which
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h i s t o r i a n s  u n i v e r s a l l y  r e l y .
The o r d e r  and s u b s t a n c e  c f  t h e  c h a p t e r s  t o  f o l l o w  
d e s e r v e  n o t e  f c r  t h e y  a r e  d i c t a t e d  a s  much by t h e  a b se nc e  o f  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  c c r c e r n s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s c h c l a r s h i p  a s  by 
t h o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  S p e c i a l  p rob l em s  o f  e v i d e n c e  a r i s e  
when t r e a t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r e s s .  
F u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  t h e  p r o b l em s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  s i z e  
o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  t h e  p r e s s ,  and o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s i z e  
and c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  i t s  membership .  Both t h e  s c o p e  and  t h e
methods  employed  r e q u i r e  a s e p a r a t e  d i s c u s s i o n .  To some
e x t e n t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  two p r ob l e m s  a r e  
t e c h n i c a l  and have been r e l e g a t e d  t c  an Appendix  cn  " S o u r c e s
and M e t h o d s . "  C h a p t e r  2 p r e s e n t s  t h e  b r o a d  p a t t e r n s  o f
p r o d u c t i o n  and i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  t r a d e  and an a n a l y s i s  o f  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  two.  C h a p t e r s  3 and 4 examine  
t h e  de m o gr a ph i c  f o u n d a t i o n s  of  t h e  t r a d e  and  t h e  r a d i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  de m og ra p h i c  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  —  p a t t e r n s  
which p r o f o u n d l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  amount  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  p r o d u c e d .
These  e a r l y  c h a p t e r s  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f o u n d a t i o n  
f o r  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  fo rms  and p a t t e r n s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  which 
made up t h e  ne tw o rk s  o f  t h e  t r a d e ,  which i s  t r e a t e d  i n
C h a p t e r  5.  C h a p t e r  6 exam ine s  how t h e s e  n e t w o r k s  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  f o r  
t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n t e d  word.  Here  t h e  e x t a n t
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l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  c c l c r i a l  p e r i o d  i s  t r a c k e d  a c r o s s  b o t h  
t im e  and s p a c e  a l o n g  ne tw ork  l i n e s .  T h i s  f i n a l  c h a p t e r  
b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r s  t o  
a d d r e s s  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y :  wh e t he r  t h e
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  e a r l y  Amer i ca  had  a s o c i a l  b i a s ,  one r e s u l t i n g  
f r c m  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  c f  t h e  t r a d e  and t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  i t s  
members.






d e t a i l s  o f  t h e
been  drawn l a r g e l y  
a l . ,  e d s . f  The
(New Haven, C o n n . ,  
and
James  F r a n k l i n  ( 1 6 9 7 - 1 7 3 5 ) .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  s k e t c h  o f  F r a n k l i n  have  
f rom Leonard  I .  L a b a r e e ,  e t  
A u t o b i o g r a p h y o f  Ben iamin  F r a n k l i n  
1 9 6 4 ) ,  h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  F r a n k l i n ,
L eo n a r d  I .  L a b a r e e ,  W i l l i a m  B. W i l l c o x ,  e t  a l . ,  e d s . .  
The P a p e r s  o f  Ben jamin  F r a r k l i n  (New Haven,  C o nn . ,  
1959-  ) ,  h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s . R e ce n t
F r a n k l i n  s c h o l a r s  have  p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
F r a n k l i n ' s  c a r e e r  i n  p r i n t i n g .  The most  n o t a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n  i s  C. Wi l l i am M i l l e r ,  whose p r i n c i p a l  work ,  
Ben iamin  F r a n k l i n ' s P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r i n t i n g .  1728 -1766 :  A 
D e s c r i p t i v e  B i b l i o g r a p h y . American P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  Memoirs . C I I  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1974) ,  r e p r e s e n t s  
a  work c f  f a r  b r c a d e r  s c op e  t h a n  i t s  t i t l e  i m p l i e s .  See 
a l s o .  M i l l e r ,  "Benjamin F r a n k l i n ' s  Way t o  W e a l t h , "  
P a p e r s  o f  t h e  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  So c i e t y  o f  Amer i ca . LXII I  
(1969) , 23 1-246.
Ba r tho lomew Green ( 1 6 6 7 - 1 7 3 2 ) ,  Timothy 
( 1 6 7 9 - 1 7 5 7 ) ,  and Samuel  Kne e l a nd  (1 6S7-1769 ) .
Green
F r a n k l i n  vas  a b l e  t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  
b r o t h e r ' s  shop b e c a u s e  James  had 
f o r m a l  i n d e n t u r e  i n  1722 d u r i n g  a 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  ov e r  
C o u r a n t , a p lo y  which a l l o w e d  t h e  
u n d e r  B e n j a m i n ' s  t ame-  F r a r k l i n ,
he was l e a v i n g  h i s  
r e l e a s e d  him f r cm h i s  
c o n t r o v e r s y  wi th  t h e  
J a m e s '  New E n g la n d 
p a p e r  t o  be p r i n t e d  
A u t o b i o g r a p h y , . 6 9 - 7 0 .
W i l l i am  B r a d f o r d  (1 6 6 3 - 1 7 5 2 ) .  A le x an de r  J .  Wal l ,  J r . ,  
" W i l l i a m  B r a d f o r d ,  C o l o n i a l  P r i n t e r  —  A T e r c e n t e n a r y  
R e v i e w , "  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  American An t i q u a r i a n  
S o c i e t y , n . s . ,  I X X I I I  ( 1 9 6 3 ) ,  361 -384 .
F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 71.  Andrew B r a d f o r d  
(1686-1742)  i s  w e l l  t r e a t e d  by Anna Janney  DeArmond, 
An dr ew Br a d f o r d . Co l o n i a l  J o u r n a l i s t  (Newark,  N . J . ,  
1949 )7
Samuel  Keimer ( c .  1688-1742)  . S tephen  B l o o r e , "Samuel  
Ke imer :  A F o o t n o t e  t o  t h e  L i f e  o f  F r a n k l i n , "
P e n n s y l v a n i a  Ma g a z i n e  o f  H i s t o r y  and B i o g r a p h y, XLV 
( 1 9 3 0 ) ,  255-287-
F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 78.
I b i d . ,  6 7 ,  70.
Wi l l i a m  Ke i th  (168C-1749) was g o v e rn o r  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
f rom 1717 -1726.  R o b e r t  Holmes (d. b e f o r e  1743) had 
m a r r i e d  F r a n k l i n ' s  s i s t e r  Uary ( 1 69 4 -1 73 1 ) ,  F r a n k l i n
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P a p e r s , I ,  l i x .
10. F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y . 80.
11. I b i d . . 105.
12. F r a n k l i n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  James  Ralph (d.  1762) b e s t
c a p t u r e s  t h e  " b u r d e n "  of  a f r i e n d s h i p ,  i b i d , 69-99 .
13.  I b i d . , 111.
14. I b i d . , 112.
15- I b i d , . ,  115 -116 ,  116.
16.  I b i d . ,  119.
17.  I b i d.  , 120..
18.. F r a n k l i n  and Me re d i t h  assumed p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
P e n n s y l v a n i a  G a z e t t e  on O c t .  2,  1729.  F r a n k l i n  p l a y e d  a 
r o l e  i n  K e i m e r ' s  d o w n f a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  "Eusy Body" 
l e t t e r s  i n  B r a d f o r d ' s  Pe n n s v l v a n i a  J o u r n a l . which 
r i d i c u l e d  K e i m e r ' s  p a p e r .  See ,  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s , I ,
113-139.  F r a n k l i n ' s  a c c o m p l i c e  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  was Jo s ep h  
B r e i n t n a l l  (d. 1746 ) ,  whc had h e lp e d  F r a n k l i n  s e c u r e  
Quaker  p r i n t i n g  t h e  year  b e f o r e .
19. F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 121.
20 .  I b i d . Hami l ton  (c.  1676-174 1) a l s o  h e lp e d  F r a n k l i n
s e c u r e  a j ob  of p r i n t i n g  an i s s u e  o f  c u r r e n c y  i n  1731, 
wo r t h  1100 t o  F r a n k l i n ,  and  which F r a n k l i n  d i r e c t l y  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  H a m i l t o n ' s  i n f l u e n c e :  " I  scon a f t e r
o b t a i n ' d  t h r o '  my F r i e n d  Hamil ton  . . . . . "  F r a n k l i n ,  
A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 124-125.
21 .  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s , I I ,  333 -338 .
22.  F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 9 4 - 95 .
23.  A l l a n  E. F r ed ,  Urban Growth and t h e  C i r c u l a t i o n  o f
I n f o r m a t i o n :  The Un i t ed  S t a t e s S y s t e m o f  C i t i e s ,
1790-1840 (Cambr idge ,  Ma ss . ,  1973) .
24.  F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 122;  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s . I ,  175.
25 .  Wi l l i am  Cclman ( 17 0 4 - 1 75 7 ) .  Robe r t  Grace  (1 709 -1766 ) .  
Grace  r e f u s e d  r epaymen t  o f  t h e  l o a n .  F r a n k l i n ,  
A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 116-118,  122.
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26.  The c o s t  c f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a p r i n t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  was h i g h .  
F r a n k l i n  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  c o s t  a t  1100 i n  1753- F r a n k l i n  
P a p e r s , V, 8 1 - 8 3 .  T h i s  was t h e  same e s t i m a t e  F r a n k l i n  
ga ve  K e i t h  i n  1724.  F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y . 87-
27.  F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y ,  125.
28 .  Deborah Bead (17C8-1774) was n e v e r  l e g a l l y  m a r r i e d  t o
F r a n k l i n ,  h e r  f i r s t  h u s b a n d ,  John R o g e r s ,  h a v i n g  
d e s e r t e d  t e r .  F r a r k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 129 and n.
29 .  Thomas Whi tmarsh  (d- 1733) . The t e x t  of  t h e  a g r e em en t  
i s  i n  F r a n k l i n  P a r e r s , I I ,  2 05 - 20 8 .
30 .  L o u i s  Timothy (d .  1738) a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  e d i t o r  o f
F r a n k l i n ' s  s h o r t - l i v e d  German newsp ap e r ,
P h i l a d e l p h i s c h e  Z e i t u n g , and a s  l i b r a r i a n  o f  t h e
L i b r a r y  Company.  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s I ,  2 50 -2 52 .  
P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i s c h e Z e i t u n g  l a s t e d  o n l y  
1 month (2 i s s u e s - .  May 6 and J u n e  24 ,  1732) . C l a r e n c e  
S.  E r iq ha m,  H i s t o r y  a n d  B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  America  
N ew sp ap e r s .  1 6 9 0 - 1 6 2 0 . 2 v c l s .  ( [1947 ] W o r c e s t e r ,  M a ss . ,  
1 9 7 4 ) ,  I I ,  963.
31 .  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s . I I ,  2 39 -2 42 .
32 .  Henning Cchen,  The South  C a r o l i n a G a z e t t e  (Columbia,
S . C . ,  1953) ,  236-24 1. F r a n k l i n  r e g a r d e d  E l i z a b e t h
Timothy h i g h l y  f o r  h e r  b u s i n e s s  s e n s e -  F r a n k l i n ,
A u t o b i o g r a p h y . 166.
33.  James  P a r k e r  (17 1 4 - 17 7 0 ) .  Fo r  P a r k e r ' s  l i f e  and c a r e e r ,  
s e e  B e v e r l y  McAnear,  " J a m es  P a r k e r  v e r s u s  W i l l i am  
Weyman," P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  New J e r s e y  H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y ,  LIX (194 1) ,  1 - 2 3 ;  and McAnear,  "James  P a r k e r  
v e r s u s  New York P r o v i n c e , "  New York H i s t o r y , XXII 
( 1 9 4 1 ) ,  r p t . , np .  See a l s o ,  F r a r k l i n  P a p e r s ,  I I - X V I ,  
p a s s i m .
34.  James  F r a n k l i n ,  J r .  ( c . 1 7 2 4 - 1 7 6 2 ) .  F r a n k l i n  Pa p e r s , I I ,  
261 - 63 ;  F r a n k l i n  had r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  J ames ,  
S r .  i n  1733.  F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y . 1 6 9 - 17C.
35 .  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s , I I ,  3 4 1 - 4 6 .
3 6 .  I b i d . ,  I l l ,  32 1-322.
37 .  I b i d . , I I ,  2 6 3 - 2 6 7 .
38 .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  can  he s e en  i n  a number  o f  New England  
l o c a l  s t u d i e s .  See ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  P h i l i p  j .  G reven ,  J r . ,
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Fo u r  G e n e r a t i o n s ;  P o p u l a t i o n ,  Land ,  and Fami ly  i n
C o l o n i a l  Andover ,  Massachu s e t t s  ( I t h a c a ,  N .Y . ,  1970) .
3 9 .  F r a n k l i n  r e c o r d e d  s e n d i n g  Thcmas F l e e t  (1685-1758)  some 
1 , 9 50  a lma na cs  f rcm 1740-1747 .  Ann F r a n k l i n  (1695-1763)  
r e c e i v e d  4 ,0 50  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d .  J o n a s  Green 
(1712-1767)  r e c e i v e d  7 , 2 5 0  be twee n  1740 and 1747,  and 
P a r k e r  was s e n t  4 , 30 0  a lm a n a c s  be tween 1742 and 1747.
George  Simpson Eddy,  Account  Books  Kept  1_Y Beni amin  
F r a n k l i n  ; l e d g e r  "I)",  1739-1747 (New York,  1 92 9 ) ,
5 4 - 5 6 ,  63 -6 5 ,  5 1 - 9 4 .  Not  e v e r y  e n t r y  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  a
s a l e  c f  a lm anacs  e x p l i c i t l y  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  i t e m  a s  
b e i n g  P e e r  R i c h a r d , b u t  t h e y  a r e  a l l  marked a s  b e i n g  
" A l m a n a c s , "  and  F r a n k l i n  p r i n t e d  o n l y  one f u l l  a lmanac  
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CHAPTER TWO
DIMENSIONS
As sa y in g  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t he  e a r l y  American p r e s s  
r e q u i r e s  one t o  assume a p a r t i c u l a r  c a s t  o f  mind,  f o r  wh i l e  
we a r e  a ccu s tom ed  t o  a s s o c i a t i n g  t h e  p r e s s  wi th  i d e a s  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  p r i n t ,  t h e  b r e a d  c o n t o u r s  c f  growth a p p e a r  
removed f r cm t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  i d e a s .  The p r e s s  grew l i k e  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i t  s e r v e d .  Sc t oo  d i d  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  
p r e s s ,  t h e  books  and newspa pe r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c r e a s e  i n  
p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  which b o u g h t  t hem.  And t h e  
b a s i c  r e l a t i c n s h i p  between  p r o d u c t  and p r o d u c e r s  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  how much was p r i n t e d  depended more t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  
cn how many p e o p l e ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  how many p r i n t e r s ,  
were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .
The f u n d a m e n t a l  p a t t e r n  of  deve lopmen t  of  t he  e a r l y  
American p r e s s  was r a p i d  growth.  From 1639 t o  1783 t h e  
number o f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  
i n c r e a s e d  a t  an a n n u a l  r a t e  o f  3 . 2  p e r c e n t ,  a l m o s t  e q u a l i n g  
t h e  3 . 3  p e r c e n t  r a t e  c f  p o p u l a t i o n  growth  i n  t h e  
c c l c n i e s . f l l  P r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a even g r e a t e r  p a c e .  
Eicm 1639 t o  1783 t h e  number c f  i m p r i n t s  and ne ws pa pe r s  
i s s u i n g  from c o l o n i a l  p r e s s e s  av e r ag e d  a ga in  o f  n e a r l y  10
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p e r c e n t  a y e a r . [ 2 ]  The b a s i c  c o u r s e  of g r ow th  can  be 
d e p i c t e d  a s  a t r e n d ,  a s i n g l e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t i o n  of  
e v e n t s ,  and F i g u r e  2 .1  d i s p l a y s  t h e  g rowth  t r e n d s  i n  b o t h  
p r o d u c t i o n  and  i n v o l v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  1639-1783 p e r i o d ,  t h e  
f a c t s  o f  which  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  2 . 1 . [ 3 ]
F i g u r e  2 . 1  
E a r l y  Amer i can  P r e s s :





N o t e s :  T r e n d s  a r e  l e a s t  s g u a r e s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  l o g a r i t h m i c  
IIoqE) f u n c t i o n s .  For  e q u a t i o n s  s e e  no t e  3 .  For  s o u r c e s  s e e  
Appendix  1.
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T a b l e  2. 1 
E a r l y  American P r e s s :
Number,  P e r c e n t a g e  Change ,  and Annual  Ra te  c f  Growth
f o r I m p r i n t s , News p a p e r s . and :P r i n t e r s ,  Spon S O I S , and
B o o k s e l l e r s , i n  F i v e Year P e r i o d s , 1639 -1783
P e r i o d No . No. No. % Chg No. % Chg Ra te Nc. % Chg R a t e
Imo New Tot To t PSB PSB PSB PTR PTR PTR
1639-1643 13 13 2 1
1644-1648 12 12 - 7 . 7 3 5 0 . 0 8.  1 1 . 0 . 0
1649-1653 13 13 8 . 3 4 3 3 . 3 5 .8 2 100.0 13.9
1654-1658 20 20 5 3 . 8 2 - 5 0 .  0 - 1 3 . 9 1 - 5 0 , 0 - 1 3 . 9
1659-1663 29 29 4 5 . 0 3 5 0 .0 8.  1 2 100.0 13 .9
1664-1668 52 52 7 9 . 3 4 3 3 , 3 5 .8 2 . 0 . 0
1669-1673 50 50 - 3 . 8 8 100.0 13.9 2 .0 .0
1674-1678 91 91 82 .0 9 12. 5 2 .4 3 5 0 .0 8.  1
1679-1683 97 97 6 . 6 17 8 8 .9 12.7 4 33 .3 5 . 8
1684-1688 112 112 15.5 23 3 5 . 3 6 . 0 7 7 5 . 0 11.2
1689-1693 265 1 266 137.5 19 - 1 7 . 4 - 3 . 8 8 14.3 2 . 7
1694-1698 177 ' 177 - 3 3 . 5 15 - 2 1 .  1 - 4 .  7 6 - 2 5 . 0 - 5 . 8
1699-1703 33 2 332 87 .6 21 4 0 . 0 6 . 7 6 .0 .0
1704-1708 279 1 280 - 1 5 . 7 22 4 . 8 .9 10 66 .7 10 .2
1709-1713 356 1 357 27 .5 23 4 . 5 .9 10 .0 .0
1714-1718 424 1 425 19.0 29 26.  1 4 .6 9 - 1 0 . 0 - 2 .  1
1719-1723 523 4 527 2 4 . C 44 5 1 . 7 8 . 3 11 22 .2 4 . 0
1724-1728 646 7 653 23 .9 52 18.2 3 .3 16 4 5 .5 7 . 5
1729-1733 654 10 664 1 .7 56 7 . 7 1.5 21 3 1 . 3 5 .4
1734-173 8 602 13 615 - 7 . 4 53 - 5 .  4 - 1 .  1 21 .0 .0
1739-1743 1095 13 1108 80 . 2 71 34 .0 5 .8 28 33 .3 5 . 8
1744-1748 103 8 17 1055 -4  . 8 70 - 1 . 4 - 0 ,  3 35 2 5 ,0 4 . 5
1749-1753 977 21 998 - 5 . 4 71 1.4 .3 37 5 . 7 1. 1
1754-1758 1394 16 1410 4 1 .3 88 23 .9 4 .3 44 18 .9 3 . 5
1759-1763 1556 22 1578 11.9 102 15.9 3 .0 60 3 6 .4 6 . 2
1764-1768 1891 32 1923 21 .9 158 54 . 9 8 .8 79 3 1 . 7 5 . 5
1769-1773 239 8 35 2433 2 6 . 5 164 3 . 8 .7 97 22 .8 4.  1
1774-1778 3940 56 3996 6 4 . 2 212 2 9 .3 5. 1 121 35.1 6 . 0
1779-1783 2869 55 292 4 - 2 6 . 8 201 - 5 . 2 - 1 .  1 131 .0 .0
1639-1783 3. 2 3 . 7
Notes :  Imp = i m p r i n t s , PSB = p r i n t e r s . s p o n s o r E, and b o o k s e l l e r s . New
= n e w s p a p e r s  ( c o u n t i n g  a l l  i s s u e s  i n  a s i n g l e  y e a r  a s  one n e w s p a p e r ) , 
Tot  = i m p r i n t s  p l u s  n e w s p a p e r s ,  % Chg = p e r c e n t  c h a n g e .  Ra te  = Annual  
Ra te  c f  Change ,  PTR = p r i n t e r s ,  i m p r i n t  c o u n t s  r e f l e c t  w e i g h t i n g  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  Append ix  1. F c r  s o u r c e s  s e e  Appendix  1.
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The s i m i l a r i t y  be tween  t r e n d s  i s  c l e a r .  Each i n c r e a s e d  
s t e a d i l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  y e a r s  v e r y  much i n  s t e p  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .  I n d e e d ,  f u l l y  73 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  o f  
t h e  t r e n d  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  t r e n d  i n  t h e  
number o f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d . [ 4 ]  S t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  an 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g  and t e l l i n g  c o r r e l a t i o n .  I t  i m m e d i a t e l y  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  i n d i c e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and i n v o l v e m e n t  a r e  
m ea su r i ng  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g  — t h e  t r a d e  
i t s e l f  —  and t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  g rowth  l i e  i n  
i n v c l e m e n t  o r  a c t i v i t y  i n  t he  t r a d e .
Of c o u r s e ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  and i n v o l v e m e n t  
a r e  b a s i c a l l y  m ea su r i n g  t h e  same t h i n g  t e n d s  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  
r c l e  o f  demand i n  t h e  c l a s s i c  economic  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  s u p p l y  
and demand.  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  when demand g o e s  up mere p e o p l e  
w i l l  r e s p o n d  t o  p ro d u ce  more;  when i t  g o e s  down, f ew e r  
p e o p l e  w i l l  r e s p o n d  and l e s s  w i l l  be p ro d u ce d ,  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  
t h e  e q u i l i b r i u m  be tw een  s u p p l y  and demand.  Such a 
f o r m u l a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  demand s h ou ld  d i c t a t e  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  g r owt h .  Yet  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a s e  demand c a n n o t  be d i r e c t l y  
gauged-  A l l  t h a t  c an  be seen  a r e  i t s  p r esumed 
e f f e c t s  —  more i m p r i n t s  and mere p e op l e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  Yet  
t h e  l o g i c  o f  demand,  and hence  i t s  b a s i c  c o u r s e  o f  g r o w t h ,  
can  be d e d u c e d .
The commodity b e i n g  s u p p l i e d  was t h e  p r i n t e d  word,  
which r e q u i r e d  l i t e r a t e  co nsu m er s .  V a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  number
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o f  l i t e r a t e  consumer s  would l o g i c a l l y  a f f e c t  demand.  Only i n  
t h e  b r o a d e s t  t e rm s  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  c f  c o l o n i a l  l i t e r a c y  known, 
t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  b e i n g  upward ,  w i t h  male  l i t e r a c y  r e a c h i n g  
p e r h a p s  85 t o  90 p e r c e n t  i n  New England  and a somewhat  l o we r  
p e r c e n t a g e  i n  t h e  Middl e  and  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  by t h e
Amer i can  R e v o l u t i o n .  Ye t  i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  male l i t e r a c y  was
p r o b a b l y  be tween  60 t c  70 p e r c e n t  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . [ 5 ]  Thus l i t e r a c y  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a much 
s l o w e r  r a t e  t h a n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  number c f  p e o p l e  
who were l i t e r a t e ,  and c a p a b l e  o f  consuming  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  
t h e  p r e s s ,  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m t i c a l l y  f r om,  s ay  1680 t o  1780, i n
no s m a l l  measure  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  were s c  many mere p e o p l e .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i f  l i t e r a c y  a f f e c t e d  demand i t  d i d  so i n  
p r o p o r t i o n  t o  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  The commodi ty,  
mor eov e r ,  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  which i n  t h i s  p r e - e l e c t r o n i c  age  
was income e l a s t i c ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  most money had 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  impa c t  on demand . [ 6 ]  What t h i s  means i s  t h a t  i n  
c o l o n i a l  Amer i ca ,  which was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a r e l a t i v e l y  
u n e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l t h ,  t h e  demand f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
( i n  t h i s  c a s e  p r i n t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n )  would depend most  on 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  f o r  p o p u l a t i o n  growth would a lways  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
number  o f  p e o p l e  wi th  more money. S i n c e  p o p u l a t i o n  a lways  
grew,  demand was a lw ay s  on t h e  r i s e .
On t h e  one hand ,  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  g rowth  o f  the  t r a d e  
was a f u n c t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  growth d o e s  n o t  say much a t
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a l l -  On t h e  e t h e r  hand i t  s a y s  a g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  i t  
i m p l i c i t l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  " i d e a l "  c o c r s e  c f  g rowth a s  one  which 
m i r r o r e d  p o p u l a t i o n  growth-  And e m p i r i c a l l y  t h e  i d e a l  
a p p r o x i m a t e s  t h e  r e a l .  F i g u r e  2 . 2  d i s p l a y s  t h e  number o f  
p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  t r a d e  f rcm 163S t o  1783 t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  
w h i t e  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  and g r o s s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  number 
o f  l i t e r a t e  a d u l t  m a l e s  f rcm 1640 t o  1 7 8 0 . [ 7 ]  The b a s i c  
p a t t e r n  i s  c l e a r .  The number o f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r i n t i n g  
and p u b l i s h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  i n  a l m o s t  t h e  e x a c t  same f a s h i o n  a s  
t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  Whi le  t h e  number of  p e o p l e  a c t i v e  i n  
t h e  t r a d e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  below t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h a t  number j u s t  a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
m i r r o r s  t h e  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  I n d e e d ,  
t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  i s  on t h e  o r d e r  o f  90 p e r c e n t . [ 8 ]
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F i g u r e  2 . 2
Whi te  C c l c n i a l  vs E a r l y  Amer i can  P r e s s  P o p u l a t i o n ,
1639-1783
r - C P U L i i T i n m.
L I T C R A T E  H A L
Not e s :  C o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s ,  e x c l u d i n g
Kentucky  and T e n n e s s e .  S o u r c e s :  His t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s
{1976) ,  S e r i e s  Z : 1 - 1 9 ;  p r o s o p o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix  
1; and s o u r c e s  g iv en  i n  n o t e  7 .
T h a t  t h e  p r e s s  and t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s h o u l d  have  grown i n  
s i m i l a r  ways may n o t  be i n  i t s e l f  s u r p r i s i n g .  Tradesmen 
we re ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  members o f  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  But  i t  do e s  
c a r r y  i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f c r  hew t h e  p r e s s  i s  v i ew ed .  
Take t h e  n a t t e r  o f  g r ow th .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  h i s t o r i a n s  o f
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p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  h a v e - s e e a  t&e g rowth  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n  
a b s o l u t e  t e r m s .  La rge  i n c r e a s e s  i f f - p r o d u c t i o n  o r  i n v o l v e m e n t  
were c o n s i d e r e d  j u s t  ' t h a t ,  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e s .  I n  t h e
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  t r à d e  was s m a l l  and p r o d u c t i o n  
l i m i t e d .  I n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  t r a d e  grew and  
p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  i m p l i c i t l y  b e c a u s e  s o c i e t y  grew b u t  
more e x p l i c i t l y  b e c a u s e  a t t i t u d e s  and  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r  
changed ,  b e c a u s e  g o v e r n m e n t s  l i f t e d  r e s t r a i n t s ,  and  b e c u a s e  
e v e n t s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  p r o d u c t i o n . [ 9 ]FIhe  l o g i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  
t h e  p r o c e s s  came w i th  t h e  Eevd&ut ion  when,  a f t e r  t h e
d i s l o c a t i o n  of  p r i n t i n g  i^frcm çcïcu'  i e d  towns  and i n  t h e  
u n f e t t e r e d  p o l i t i c a l  . a t caospheSfe  t h a t  came w i t h  
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  p r e s s ,  now t o t a - î à y  f r e e  and open ,  grew by 
l e a p s  and bounds .  Yet  t h e  g r c w t i t  o f  : t h e  p r e s s  b e f o r e ,  
d u r i n g ,  and even a f t e r  }the . war c a n  be a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t
e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  normal  p r o c e s s i f s  c f  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro wt h
i t s e l f .
Look ing  a t  t h e  c u r v e s  o f  p r e s #  and  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  
one would n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  was a c e n t u r y  c£-  ^ i n t e r n a t i o n a l  war,  t h a t  a 
c o n t i n e n t a l  e conomic  s lump occu r r ed -  i n  t h e  s econd  q u a r t e r  o f  
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and i  t h a t  a f u n d a m e n t a l  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l -  b e h a f i o r  t o o k  p l a c e .  The p r e s s  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  viewed a s  h a v i n g  s c m e r s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
p o l i t i c s  b u t  p o l i t i c s  i s  n o t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  g ro wth  a s
i
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d e p i c t e d  h e r e .  Th i s  i s  n o t  t o  say t h a t  p o l i t i c s  o r  economics
IP had  no  e f f e c t ,  o n l y  t h a t  t h e  growth  c f  t h e  p r e s s  r e f l e c t e d
I
j:; t a s i c  demograph i c  p a t t e r n s  t o  a much g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  t h a n  ha s
f:
W b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b e f o r e .
6 The i n p a c t  o f  e v e n t s  d e s e r v e s  s p e c i a l  m en t i on  f o r  t o
a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  growth  c f  t h e  p r e s s  migh t  f c l l c w  n o r m a l ly  on 
t h e  g rowth  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  seems on t h e  s u r f a c e  t o  i g n o r e  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  ma jo r  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  o f  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  —  t h e  G l o r i o u s  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  Gr ea t  
Awakening ,  t h e  Stamp Act c r i s i s ,  and t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  war .  
Bu t  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  no t  t h e  c a s e .  Wi thou t  d o u b t ,  e v e n t s  
f u e l e d  p r o d u c t i o n  and drew seme p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e .  But 
w i t h o u t  t h e  phenomenon c f  a p r e s s - i n - b e i n g  — f o r  t he  p r e s s  
d i d  n o t  b e g i n  f rom s c r a t c h  wi th  e v e r y  new e v e n t  — n o t h i n g  
would have  been p ro d u ce d .  Those  who want ed  t o  t a k e  a d v an t ag e  
o f  t h e  p r e s s  needed  one t o  do s c .  Thus how much was p roduced  
was n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t e d  (and c o n v e r s e l y  m in im a l ly  d i c t a t e d )  
by t h e  s i z e  c f  t h e  p r e s s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I f  an e v e n t  such  as  
t h e  G l o r i o u s  R e v o l u t i o n  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  i n  New Eng land ,  a low l e v e l  i n  New York,  and 
n o t h i n g  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  Mary l and ,  we c a n n o t  assume t h a t  t h e  
e v e n t  was l e s s  i n t e n s e  i n  Mary land o r  New York t han  i t  was 
i n  New E n g la n d .  R a t t e r ,  we can  more r e a s o n a b l y  assume t h a t  
t h e  c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  was t h e  s i z e  c f  t h e  p r e s s  — and 
p a r t c u l a r l y  t h e  number o f  p r i n t e r s  —  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
I
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
42
l o c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  e v e n t .
T h e r e  were  c l e a r l y  peaks  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t i m e s ,  su ch  a s  
t h e  Amer ican  R e v o l u t i o n ,  when t h e  number o f  i m p r i n t s
p r o d uc e d  s t a n d  o u t .  Whi le  t h e s e  p e r i o d s  o f  h ig h  p r o d u c t i o n  
a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  t r e n d  i n  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  
l e v e l ,  when compared t o  t h e  t r e n d  i t s e l f  t h e y  a r e  r e a l l y  
d e v i a t i o n s  —  f l u c t u a t i o n s  above  t h e  t r e n d .  P e r i o d s  o f  peak 
p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  e t h e r  words ,  a r e  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  o r d i n a r y
growth and p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t s  which assume,  i n  q u a n t i t a t i v e  
t e r m s ,  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s  above  t h e  t r e n d .  And peaks  can o n l y  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  when d e v i a t i o n s  a r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
f a r  beyond what  might  have  been ex p ec t e d  f rom random
d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  s t e a d y  upward t r e n d .  Put  a n o t h e r  way, i t  
i s  o n l y  when d e v i a t i o n s  a r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  abno rma l  t h a t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  ( t h e  number o f  i m p r i n t s  p roduced)  can be 
c o n s t r u e d  as  more d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  e v e n t  t han  t h e  number o f  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  And f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  f rom 
1639 t o  1783,  p r o d u c t i o n  d e p a r t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from t h e  
t r e n d  i n  o n l y  s e ven  y e a r s :  i n  1766, 1767, 1772,  and 1782 
when i t  f e l l  b e low ,  and from 1774 to  1776 when i t  r o s e  above 
any norma l  d e v i a t i o n . [  10] Thus i t  would seem t h a t  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  t r a d e  — i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  d i m e n s i o n s ,  and 
t h e  p a t t e r n s  c f  i t s  g rowth  — i s  t h e  key t c  t h e  e a r l y  
Amer ican p r e s s ,  no t  t h e  p r e s s  o f  e v e n t s .
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The r a p i d  g r owth  o f  t h e  t r a d e  makes a g g r e g a t e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  c f  i n v o l v e m e n t  d i f f i c u l t ,  y e t  some c o m p o s i t e  
v iew i s  n e e d e d .  From 1(39 t o  1783,  €39 p e r s o n s  were a c t i v e  
i n  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g .  Cf t h e s e ,  t h e  names of  39 (6.  1 
p e r c e n t )  n e v e r  ap pea red  on an i m p r i n t .  F u l l y  164 ( 2 5 . 7
p e r c e n t )  c an  he t e rmed  o n e - t i m e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  
p e r s o n s  whose i n v o l v e m e n t  was c o n f i n e d  t o  a s i n g l e  i m p r i n t  
i n  a s i n g l e  y e a r  and f c r  whom t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  
t r a d e  a c t i v i t y .  The r e m a in i n g  47 5 (7 4 . 3  p e r c e n t )  c an  be
t e rmed  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  p e r s o n s  whose i n v o l v e m e n t  l a s t e d  more 
t h a n  one y e a r  o r  whose name a p p e a r e d  on more t h a n  one  
i m p r i n t .
D i v i d i n g  t h e  p r e s s  i n t o  b a s i c  f u n c t i o n  g r o u p s  a l l o w s  
t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  t o  be s e en  more c l e a r l y .  Of 
t h e  639 p e r s o n s  whose a c t i v i t y  c an  be c l a s s i f i e d ,  265 ( 41 . 5
p e r c e n t )  were  p r i n t e r s ,  374 ( 5 8 .5  p e r c e n t )  s p o n s o r s  and
s e l l e r s .  ( " Sp e n se r "  c o r r e s p o n d s  r o u g h l y  w i t h  " p u b l i s h e r "  
h u t ,  a s  t h e  Appendix e x p l a i n s ,  i s  used  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  l o o s e n e s s  of c o l o n i a l  p r a c t i c e s . )  Of n o t e  i s  t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  h igh  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p r i n t e r s  t o  s p o n s o r s  and 
s e l l e r s  co mb ined ,  f o r ,  a s  F i g u r e  2 .3  d i s p l a y s ,  t h e  r a t i o  
changed  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .
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Not e s :  P r i n t e r s ,  s o l i d  l i n e ;  S p o n s o r s  and S e l l e r s ,  da sh ed  
l i n e .  L i n e s  a r e  3 p o i n t  w e i g h t e d  ru n n i n g  a v e r a g e s  o f  f i v e  
y e a r  t o t a l s  computed  a s  X = (Xt-1 * . 25 )  + (Xt * . 5 )  + (Xt+1 
* .25)  where  X i s  t h e  v a l u e  a t  t i m e  t .  S ou rc e :  P r c s o p o g r a p h y  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix 1.
From t h e  1670s t o  t h e  e a r l y  1740s s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  
ou tnumbered  p r i n t e r s .  But  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  mid -1740s  t h e  
b a l a n c e  s h i f t e d  and by t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  number o f  
p r i n t e r s  exce ede d  t h e  number of  s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  
combined by more t h a n  two t o  on e .  What t h i s  s h i f t  s i g n a l s  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y .  On t h e  o r e  hand ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  an i n c r e a s i n g
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s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n  amcng s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  h a r d ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  a t e n d e n c y  among p r i n t e r s  t o  
assume  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of  s e l l e r  a n d ,  t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  
s p o n s o r ,  h e n c e  an i n c r e a s i n g  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  t r a d e  by 
p r i n t e r s .  I f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  i n d e e d  i n v o l v e d ,  i t  would 
r e f l e c t  t h e  t e n d e n c y  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  economy t o w a r d s  i n c r e a s e d  
economic  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .
P r o f e s s i o n a l  p r i n t e r s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  and s e l l e r s  a r e  o f  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r t  f o r  t h e y  were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  and i m p r i n t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  
D i s a g g r e g a t i n g  t h i s  g roup  of  475 p e r s o n s  by f u n c t i o n  y i e l d s  
2€5 (5 5 . 8  p e r c e n t )  p r i n t e r s  a n d  210 (44,.2 p e r c e n t )  s p o n s o r s  
and s e l l e r s .  The o v e r r i d i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
i n v o l v e m e n t  were s t a b i l i t y  and  l o n g e v i t y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .
S t a b i l i t y  i s  p e r h a p s  b e s t  measu red  i n  t e rm s  o f  
g e o g r a p h i c  movement .  Of t h e  26 5 p r i n t e r s ,  172 ( 6 4 . S p e r c e n t )  
were a c t i v e  a t  only  o r e  l o c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  i n  t h e  
t r a d e .  A n o t h e r  50 (18 .9  p e r c e n t )  were a c t i v e  a t  two,  and 43
(16.2)  p r i n t e d  a t  t h r e e  o r  more p l a c e s .  Whi le  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  
e x c l u d e  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  and j o u rn ey m an  a c t i v i t y ,  and i n c l u d e  
a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  1783 —  t h a t  i s ,  a c t i v i t y  o f  t r ade men  who 
began  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  p r i o r  t o  1783 b u t  who were a c t i v e  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  a f t e r  1783 - -  l i m i t i n g  t h e  c o u n t  t o  i n c l u d e  
o n l y  a c t i v i t y  b e f o r e  1763 d e e s  n o t  c h an ge  t h e  p i c t u r e  much 
a t  a l l -  F u l l y  188 i n d i v i d u a l s  ( 70 .9  p e r c e n t )  p r i n t e d  i n  o n l y
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one p l a c e ,  42 (15 .8  p e r c e n t )  tw o ,  and 35 (13 .2  p e r c e n t )  a t  
t h r e e  o r  more.  S p o n s o r s  and  s e l l e r s  moved even l e s s  
f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  p r i n t e r s .  Of t h e  210 p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o n s o r s  
and s e l l e r s  a c t i v e  b e f o r e  1783,  187 (89.0 p e r c e n t )  c o n f i n e d  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  t o  one l o c a l e .  Only 17 (8 .1  p e r c e n t )  were 
a c t i v e  a t  two p l a c e s ,  and 6 ( 2 . 9  p e r c en t )  d i d  b u s i n e s s  i n  
t h r e e  o r  more.  A g a i n ,  l i m i t i n g  t h e  c o u n t  t o  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  
t h e  1639-1783 p e r i o d ,  does  n o t  c h a r g e  t h e  p a t t e r n .  Of t h e
210 s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s ,  203 (96 .7  p e r c e n t )  were  a c t i v e  a t
o n l y  one l o c a t i o n .
Leng th  c f  i n v o l v e m e n t  in  t h e  t r a d e  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  a 
t a s i c  s t a b i l i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  more s c  f o r  p r i n t e r s  t h a n  f o r
s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s .  As w i t h  l o c a t i o n s ,  d u r a t i o n  o f
a c t i v i t y  can  be measu red  beyond 1783. Fo r  p r i n t e r s ,  t h e
a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  a c t i v i t y  was n e a r l y  20 y e a r s .  For  s p o n s o r s  
and s e l l e r s ,  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a l l  a c t i v i t y  was s h o r t e r ,  
a v e r a g i n g  13 y e a r s . [ 1 2 ]  Q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  p r i n t e r s ,  once i n  t h e  
t r a d e ,  t e n d e d  t o  s t a y  t h e r e  l o n g e r  t h a n  s p o n o r s  o r  s e l l e r s .
P r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i l e  e a s i l y  measu red ,  must  be c a u t i o u s l y  
i n t e r p r e t e d -  Because  t h e  t r a d e  expanded r a p i d l y ,  i n  t h e
g e o m e t r i c  f a s h i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  more p e o p l e  were
i n v o l v e d  t oward  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  Ye t  i m p r i n t s  and
new spa pe r s  have been  d e a l t  w i t h  on ly  t h r o u g h  1783. Thus 
a v e r a g e  p r o d u c t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  low f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t r a d e s m e n .  There  i s ,  however ,  a d i s c e r n a b l e  p a t t e r n  w i t h i n
I
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each  f u n c t i o n  g r o u p .  S po n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  t e n d e d  t o  be 
i n v o l v e d  w i th  f ew e r  i m p r i n t s  t h a n  p r i n t e r s .  F u l l y  139 (76 .8
p e r c e n t )  o f  t h e  181 p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  wi th  
i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s  were e x p l i c i t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f ewer  t h a n  10 i m p r i n t s .  An o t h e r  37 (20-4
p e r c e n t )  were i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o d u c i n g  be tween  10 and 99 ,  and
o n l y  5 (2-8 p e r c e n t )  were i n v o l v e d  w i th  more t h a n  100 
i m p r i n t s .
P r o d u c t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  p r i n t e r s ,  a g a i n ,  must  be
i n t e r p r e t e d  c a u t i o u s l y ,  f c r  t h e i r  numbers  i n c r e a s e d  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  and t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  o f t e n  e x t e n d e d  beyond 1783. 
On t h e  b a s i s  o f  e x p l i c i t  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  87 (3 3 . 5  
p e r c e n t )  p r i n t e d  be tween  1 and 9 i m p r i n t s .  One -hund red  and 
one ( 3 8 . 8  p e r c e n t )  p r i n t e d  be tween  10 and 99,  b u t  f u l l y  72 
(27 .7  p e r c e n t )  were i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  more 
t h a n  100 i m p r i n t s  —  n e a r l y  10 t i m e s  t h e  number o f  s p o n s o r s  
and s e l l e r s  w i t h  t h i s  number  o f  i m p r i n t s .  G r e a t e r  p r o d u c t i o n  
o b v i o u s l y  went  h a n d - i n - b a n d  w i t h  l o n g e v i t y  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  f o r  
t h e  l o n g e r  a p r i n t e r  vas i n  b u s i n e s s  t h e  more i m p r i n t s  he 
c o u l d  p r o d u c e .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
p r i n t e r s  t e n d e d  t o  p roduce  more t h a n  s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  
n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e  l o n g e r ,  bu t  a l s o  
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  was n e i t h e r  a s  l i m i t e d  n o r  a s  
s p o r a d i c  a s  t h a t  c f  s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s . [ 1 3 ]  Simply p u t ,  
s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  d a b b l e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  p r i n t e r s  d i d  n o t .
X
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On a c o n t i n e n t a l  s c a l e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n s  a r e  c l e a r .
The t r a d e  t e n d e d  t o  grow l i k e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The s i z e  o f
t h e  p r e s s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  number of  p r i n t e r s ,  t e n d e d
t o  g o ve rn  p r o d u c t i o n  (or  su p p l y )  which i m p l i c i t l y  r e f l e c t e d  
demand- Whi le  e v e n t s  may have s p a r k e d  demand and  h e l p e d  t h e  
t r a d e  t o  grow,  t h e  n o r m a l  p r o c e s s e s  of  de mo graph i c  g r o w t h  
seem f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i n  c o n t r o l .  I n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,
mo reove r ,  r e f l e c t e d  a b a s i c  s t a b i l i t y .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r i n t e r s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  and s e l l e r s ,  c o n f i n e d  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t y  t o  one l o c a l e ,  and on ce  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  
t e n d e d  t o  r e m a in  i n  t h e  t r a d e  more t h an  a d e c a d e .  P r i n t e r s  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e  c l o s e  t o  tw en ty  y e a r s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
immense ly  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s s .
C o n t i n e n t a l  p a t t e r n s  i m p l i c t l y  r a i s e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  
r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n ,  and on a r e g i o n a l  s c a l e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  
mere complex  t h a n  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  v i ew s u g g e s t s .  There  were 
two d i s t i n c t  p a t t e r n s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  among t h e  t h r e e  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  r e g i o n s  o f  A n g l o - A m e r i c a . [ 1 4 ]  The f i r s t ,  which  
can  be t e r m e d  t h e  New Eng land  p a t t e r n ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  g r ow t h  
i n  t h e  New England  c c l c n i e s ,  and t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
p a t t e r n ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  g rowth  i n  b o t h  t h e  Middle  and 
S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  The e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  
two was n o t  t im e  —  a l t h o u g h  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  Middle  and 
S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  began  l a t e r  t h a n  i n  New England  —  b u t  t h e  
b a s i c  c o u r s e  c f  g r o w t h .
A
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F i g u r e  2 . 4  d i s p l a y s  t h e  t r e n d s  i n  i n v o l v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
t h r e e  c o l o n i a l  r e g i o n s .  I n v o l v e m e n t  i n  e ach  r o s e  wi th  t i m e ,  
y e t  f o r  t h e  Middle  and S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  —  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
p a t t e r n  —  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  f a s t e r  p a c e .  Whi le  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  va s  l o w e r  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  t h a n  i n  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  i t  n o n e t h e l e s s  r o s e  a t  t h e  same r a t e  i n  t h e  
two r e g i o n s .  Now, i f  t i m e  were t h e  o n l y  c o n t r o l l i n g  f a c t o r ,  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  m ig h t  be e x p e c t e d  t o  
r i s e  a t  a f a s t e r  r a t e  t h a n  i n  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  j u s t  a s  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s  r o s e  a t  a f a s t e r  r a t e  
t h a n  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  New E ng la n d .  But  i t  doe s  n o t ,  and 
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  New E n g la n d ,  w h i l e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  d o e s  so a t  o n l y  h a l f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  p a t t e r n  r a t e ,  and 
n o t  o v e r  t w i c e  t h e  t i m e . [ 1 5 ]  There  i s ,  i n  s h o r t ,  a r e a l  
d i f f e r e n c e .
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F i g u r e  2.U 
î a r l y  Amer i can  P r e s s :





Y E A I
Note s :  T r e n d s  a r e  l e a s t  s g u a r e s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  l o g a r i t h m i c  
( logE) f u n c t i o n s .  Fc r  e g u a t i o n s  s e e  n o t e  15- S o u r c e :  
p r c s o p o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix  1.
Moreove r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  t r e n d s  f o r  t h e  Middle  and S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s  d i f f e r  e s s e n t i a l l y  o n l y  i n  m ag n i t u d e ,  t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  s o m e th i n g  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
t r a d e  t h a t  i s  m i s s i n g  from t h e  New England t r a d e  —  o r  v i c e  
v e r s a  — s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  g o v e r n i n g  how many p e o p l e  were
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i n v o l v e d ,  and t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  how much 
was b e in g  p r i n t e d .
The d e t a i l s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  
o f f e r  a h i n t  a s  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
New England  and A t l a n t i c  p a t t e r n s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t . [ 1 6 ]  
I n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a l l  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  
same b a s i c  s t a b i l i t y  w i t h  be tween 75 and 87 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
p r i n t e r s  n e v e r  do in g  b u s i n e s s  i n  more t han  one  l o c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  1639-1783 p e r i o d .  For  s p o n s o r s  and 
s e l l e r s ,  g e o g r a p h i c  s t a b i l i t y  was even  more p ron oun ced .  I n  
New Eng land  f u l l y  97 p e r c e n t  (125 of  128) of  a l l  s p o n s o r s  
and s e l l e r s  here  a c t i v e  a t  o n l y  one  p l a c e .  I n  t h e  Middl e  
c c l c n i e s  98 p e r c e n t  (62 o f  63) n e v e r  moved, and i n  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  c c l c n i e s  a l l  s p o n s o r s  and  s e l l e r s  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o n l y  
o r e  l o c a t i o n . [ 1 7 ]  But  d i f f e r e n c e s  do e x i s t .
One d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e  two s e c t i o n s  was t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  c f  p r i n t e r s  t o  s e l l e r s  and s p o n s o r s .  I n  New 
England o n l y  4 3 . 6  p e r c e n t  (99 o f  227) of a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t r a de sm en  were  p r i n t e r s ,  compared  wi th  56 .6  p e r c e n t  (82 o f  
145) i n  t h e  Middle  c c l c n i e s  and  7 7 . 1  p e r c e n t  (54 c f  70) i n  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  c c l c n i e s .  Ano the r  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a d e s m e n  i n  t he  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  was t he  l e n g t h  
o f  t ime  t h e y  were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  Aga in ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  
a c c o u n t  a c t i v i t y  beyond 1783,  p r i n t e r s  i n  New E ng l an d  
r ema i ned  a c t i v e  an a v e r a g e  o f  23 y e a r s .  In  t h e  Middl e
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c o l o n i e s  t h e  a v e r ag e  was 18 y e a r s ,  and i n  t h e  So u t he rn  
c c l c n i e s  p r i n t e r s  were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  n e a r l y  13 y e a r s ,  
l i m e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  f o r  s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  was i n  g e n e r a l  
s h o r t e r ,  t u t  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  c f  p r i n t e r s .  I n  New 
E n g la n d ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  a c t i v i t y  was 14 y e a r s ,  i n  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s  11 y e a r s ,  and i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  8 
y e a r s . [ 1 8 ]  While  a n a t t e r  c f  c n l y  a few y e a r s ,  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d u r a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  c f  t h e  t r a d e ,  s u g g e s t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  of  g rowth .
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r i q i i r e  2 . 5  
E a r l y  A i e r i c a n  P r e s s :
Number of  P r i n t e r s ,  S p o n s o r s ,  and B o o k s e l l e r s ,  




Notes :  L i n e s  a r e  5 p o i n t  w e i g h t e d  r u n n i n g  a v e r a g e s ,  computed
as  X = IXt -2  * , 1 )  + (Xt-1 * .2)  + (Xt * . 4 )  + (Xt + 1 * .2)  + 
(Xt+1 * . 1 )  where X i s  t h e  v a l u e  a t  t ime  t .  S o u r c e :  
P r c s o p o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix  1.
The a c t u a l  numbers  o f  p e op l e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  i n  t h e  
t h r e e  r e g i o n s  d i s p l a c e d  in F i g u r e  2 . 5  r e v e a l s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p a t t e r n s .  The s ha p es  of  t h e  c u r v e s  b e a r  a r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  of  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  
b u l g e  i n  t h e  New Eng land  c u r v e .  The l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  how
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t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  grew i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  p a r e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n s .  F i g u r e  2 , 6  d i s p l a y s  t h e  g rowth  o f  bo t h  t h e  
p r e s s  and  w h i t e  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  
f rom 1640 t o  1780.  T he r e  a r e  s i n i l a r i t i e s ; v e r y  b r o a d l y  t h e  
r e g i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  much t h e  same,  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  a 
r o u g h l y  g e o m e t r i c  f a s h i o n  a s  t i m e  g o e s  on .  Ye t  t h e r e  a r e
d i f f e r e n c e s .  The c u r v e s  o f  p r e s s  and p o p u l a t i o n  growth f o r
t h e  Midd le  c o l o n i e s  t e a r  t h e  most  s i m i l a r i t y .  I n d e e d ,  t h e
d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  minor  a t  b e s t .  I n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  t h e
l e v e l  o f  t h e  t r a d e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  m i r r o r i n g  t h e  c o n t o u r s  
of  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth ,  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l o we r .  Yet  i n  
b o t h  t h e  Middle  and S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  p r e s s  
n e v e r  e x c e e d s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  s i z e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  Such 
i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  New England  where  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
e x c e e d s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  s i z e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
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F i g u r e  2 . 6
White C c l c r i a l  t/ s l a r l y  American P ress  P o p u la t io n ,
By Be g io n ,  16WC-1780
MEW E N G L A N D
J
n i D Û L l T  C O L O N I E S
S O U T H E R N  C O L O N I E S
r
Notes :  Whi te  p o p u l a t i o n  ( i n  t e n s  c f  t h o u s a n d s ) ,  da s hed  l i n e ;  
P r e s s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  s o l i d  l i n e .  S o u r c e s :  H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
( 1976 ) ,  S e r i e s  2 : 1 - 1 9 ;  p r c s o p o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix 
1.
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These  d i f f e r e n c e s  can he p l a c e d  o n l y  i n  a s u g g e s t i v e  
c o n t e x t ,  and an a n a l o g y  be tween  i n v o l v e m e n t  and l e v e l s  o f  
employment  seems a p p r o p r i a t e .  The Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  n e a r  i d e n t i t y  c f  p r e s s  and  p o p u l a t i o n  g r ow th ,  m igh t  
be  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  e x h i b i t i n g  a c o n d i t i o n  so m e th in g  a k i n  t o  
f u l l  emp loyment .  S i n i l a r l y ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  m igh t  be 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  e x h i b i t i n g  a c o n d i t i o n  c f  und e r - e m p lo y m en t .  
And New Eng land  - -  a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  p e r i o d s  when t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  t r a d e  e xc eed ed  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  — seems t c  have  been  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  
o ve r - e m p l o ym en t .  The a n a l o g y  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  convey a p o i n t .  
The a r g u m e n t  h e r e  i s  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  a common e l e m e n t  i n -  
t h e  g r ow th  c f  p r e s s  i n  a l l  a r e a s .  L o g i c a l l y  i t  d i c t a t e d  
demand,  and e m p i r i c a l l y  i n v o l v e m e n t  p a r a l l e l e d  i t s  c o u r s e ,  
t h u s  c r e a t i n g  a b a l a n c e  be tween  s u p p l y  and demand,  t h e  
a n a l o g o u s  c o n d i t i o n  c f  f u l l - e m p l o y m e n t .  Yet  on ly  i n  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s  does  t h e  " i d e a l "  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o b t a i n .  I n  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  and i n  Mew E ng la n d ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
be tween  p r e s s  and p o p u l a t i o n  g ro wth  d e p a r t s  from t h e  i d e a l .  
The q u e s t i o n ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  i s  why?
The o v e r r i d i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  p r e s s  and p o p u l a t i o n  
growth a t  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  l e v e l ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p a t t e r n s  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l  and t h e  i n h e r e n t  s t a b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  t r a d e ,  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  
p a t t e r n s  o f  p r e s s  g rowth  may have  been  due t o  d i s t i n c t
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de mo gr ap h i c  p a t t e r n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d e  i t s e l f  —  p a t t e r n s  o u t  
o f  s t e p  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  P u t  a n o t h e r  way, t h e  
d i v e r g e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  p r e s s  and  p o p u l a t i o n  growth  i n  New 
Eng lan d  and  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  may w e l l  be  a r e s u l t  o f  a 
d i s t i n c t  p a t t e r n  o f  demograph i c  growth  among t r a d e s m e n ,  one 
t h a t  may w e l l  e x p l a i n ,  f o r  exam p le ,  t h e  u p s u r g e  i n  t h e  New 
Eng land  t r a d e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  low l e v e l  c f  t r a d e  growth  i n  S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s .
The b road  p a t t e r n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and growth  o f  t h e  
p r e s s  s u g g e s t  a number o f  t h i n g s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  number o f  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  number of  p r i n t e r s ,  
i s  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and l o g i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  
e x p l a n a t i o n  f c r  how much was p r i n t e d .  There  may have  b e e n ,  
and p r o b a b l y  were ,  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ;  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  were f o r  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t e n t  c f  what  was p r i n t e d .  Yet  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
any e x p l a n a t i o n  c f  how much (no t  what) was p r i n t e d  would be 
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a t r a d e .  And t h e  s i z e  c f  t h e  t r a d e  would 
a x i o m a t i c a l l y  p l a c e  f i n i t e  l i m i t s  on t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
p r o d u c t i o n .  Second,  t h e  g rowth  c f  t h e  t r a d e  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  
growth o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i t  s e r v e d .  I n  a l l  r e g i o n s ,  t h e  
b a s i c  c o u r s e  of  growth  was t h e  same.  I f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t r a d e  
growth was I cwer  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  t h a n  i n  New 
Eng land ,  t h e  t r a d e ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  p r oc eed ed  t o  grow l i k e  a 
p o p u l a t i o n .  T h i r d ,  t h e  t r a d e  i n  a l l  r e g i o n s  was
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c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a marked s t a b i l i t y .  Tradesmen d id  n o t ,  a s  a 
r u l e ,  move frcm p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  t h u s  b e l y i n g  any wide 
v a r i a t i o n  i n  r e g i o n a l  demand.  Yet  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i n e  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  s h o r t e r  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  t h a n  
i t  was i n  e i t h e r  t h e  Midd l e  C o l o n i e s  o r  New E n g la n d .  I n  
c o m b i n a t i o n ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p a t t e r n s  o f  t r a d e  g ro wth  i n  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  may have  been 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  demograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  
t r a d e s m e n .
1
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t .  The 3.25? r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  was computed  f rcm 5 y e a r
t o t a l s  ( t o t a l s  c f  d i s c r e t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a c t i v e  i n
c o n s e c u t i v e  5 y e a r  p e r i o d s ) .  The c o m p u t a t i o n a l  f o r m u la  
u s e d ,  B = (LOGe (E2/P1) /  N) * 100,  where B = r a t e  o f
g ro w t h ;  P i  = p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t i m e  1; P2 = p o p u l a t i o n  a t
t i m e  2;  N = number  o f  e l a p s e d  y e a r s  f rom t i m e  1 t o  t im e  
2 ,  was a d a p t e d  f r c n  George  W, B a r c l a y ,  Techn i q u e s  o f  
P o p u l a t i o n  A n a l y s i s  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  1958 ) ,  2 8 - 3 3 .  B a t e s  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth  were  compu ted  from H i s t o r i c a l  
S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s :  C o l o n i a l  T imes  t o  t h e  
P r e s e n t  (Washing ton ,  1 97 6 ) ,  S e r i e s  Z :1 - 1 9 .  The 3.35? 
r a t e  i s  f o r  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of  a l l  c o l o n i e s  e x c e p t  
Kentucky and T e n n e s s e e .  The a n n u a l  r a t e  o f  g rowth  f o r  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  l i t e r a t e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  was 3.255 and 
p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  p r e s s '  r a t e  e x a c t l y  f o r  t he  1640-1780 
p e r i o d .  Fo r  a g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
g r ow th  s e e  J .  P o t t e r ,  "The Growth o f  P o p u l a t i o n  i n
A m er i ca ,  1 7 0 0 -9 8 6 0 , "  i n  D. V. G l a s s  and D. E. C. 
E v e r s l e y ,  e d s .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  H i s t o r y :  Es s a y s  i n
H i s t o r i c a l  Demography (London,  1965) ,  631 -6 86 .
2.  The a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  p e r c e n t  change  i n  t he  number o f
i m p r i n t s  and n e w s p a p e r s ,  c o u n t i n g  1 newspa pe r  f o r  e a c h  
y e a r ' s  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  was 9.95?. Because  a
f u n d a m e n t a l  a s s u m p t i o n  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  c o m p u t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  r a t e  o f  g rowth  i s  t h a t  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  i n  a 
compound manner ,  a c o m p a r a b l e  r a t e  o f  growth (used  i n  
m e a s u r i n g  t h e  chang e  i n  human p o p u l a t i o n s )  c a n n o t  be
used  f o r  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  i m p r i n t s ,  t h u s  t h e
measu re  o f  p e r c e n t  c h a n g e .  The a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  p e r c e n t  
c h an g e  i n  t h e  number o f  t r a d e s m e n  was 3.05?.
3- The t r e n d  l i n e s  d i s p l a y e d  a r e  f o r  l o g a r i t h m i c  f u n c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  numbers  o f  i m p r i n t s  and ne ws pa pe r s  ( p r o d u c t i o n )  
and p r i n t e r s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  and b o o k s e l l e r s  ( i n v o l v e m e n t ) ,  
t r a n s f o r m e d  t o  make t h e  l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  more 
p r o n o u n c e d .  The t r e n d s  a r e  l e a s t  s g u a r e s  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  
which t h e  g e n e r a l  f o r m u l a  i s  Y* = a + b (X) , where  Y* 
i s  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  t r e n d  v a l u e ,  a an i n i t i a l  v a l u e ,  b a 
c o n s t a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  g u a n t i t y ,  and X t h e  number o f  
e l a p s e d  t ime  i n t e r v a l s .  The t r e n d  e q u a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
a c t u a l  v a l u e s  a r e  Y* = 36 ,9  + , 84  (X) f o r  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  
and Y* = 159.9 + 4.1 (X) f o r  p r o d u c t i o n .
4.  The c o r r e l a t i o n  (r) o f  t h e  r e s i d u a l s  o f  t h e  t r e n d s  i n  
p r o d u c t i o n  and i n v o l v e m e n t  was . 8 6 ,  a d j u s t e d  r 2  = 7 3 . 6 .  
B e f i n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  by t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
f u n c t i o n  and c o n s i d e r i n g  c n l y  p r i n t e r s ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n
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r em a in e d  t h e  same,  . 8 6 .  When t h e  t r e n d  i n  t h e  number o f  
s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  a l o n e  was u s e d ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
d ro p pe d  t c  . 4 9 ,  a d j u s t e d  r2 = 2 4 . 0 .  Lagging  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  i n v o l v e m e n t  by 1, 2 ,  and 3 y e a r s  
d i d  n o t  a p p r e c i a b l y  b e t t e r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p :  1 y e a r ,
a d j .  r 2  = 7 5 . 1 ;  2 y e a r s ,  a d j .  r 2  = 7 0 . 5 ;  3 y e a r s ,  a d j .  
r 2  = 6 8 . S.  B e v e r s i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and l a g g i n g  t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  p r o d u c t i o n  y i e l d e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  
l o w e r  c o e f f i c i e n t s :  1 y e a r ,  a d j .  r 2  = 6 5 . 6 ;  2 y e a r s ,
a d j .  r 2 = 6 2 . 7 ;  3 y e a r s ,  a d j .  r 2  = 6 2 . 3 .  While
i n v o l v e m e n t  b e t t e r  ( o r  mere d i r e c t l y )  e x p l a i n s  t h e  
l e v e l  c f  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  way a round ,  no 
d e f i n i t i v e  j udgmen t  o f  c a u s a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e .  Fo r  one 
t h i n g ,  t h e  i n d e x  o f  t r ad e sm en  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  e i t h e r  
j ourneymen  o r  a p p r e n t i c e s  which would be t h e  most  
l o g i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  a p e r c e i v e d  need t o  expand  an 
o p e r a t i o n .  Thus  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c f  whe the r  i n c r e a s e d  
i n v o l v e m e n t  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  ( t he  s t r o n g e r  
s t a t i s t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p )  o r  whe ther  i n c r e a s e d  
p r o d u c t i o n  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  i n v o l v e m e n t  c a n n o t  be 
a n s w e r e d .
5.  Kenne th  A. L o c h r i d g e ,  L i t e r a c y  i n  C o l o n i a l  New En g la nd :
An I n q u i r y  i n . t g  t h e  S o c i a l  C o n t e x t  o f  L i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  
E a r l y  Mcdern West  (New York ,  1974) ,  13 -27 ,  7 4 - 8 3 .
L i t e r a c y  i s  p a t e n t l y  a complex s u b j e c t .  F o r  an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d ,  s e e  J a c k  Goody,  
e d . , L i t e r a c y  i n  T r a d i t i o n a l  So c i e t i e s  (Cambr idge,  
196 8 ) ,  e s p . ,  1 - 2 4 .  See a l s o ,  Linda  Auwers E i s s e l l ,  "The 
S o c i a l  Meaning o f  Female  L i t e r a c y :  Windso r ,
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  166 0 - 1 7 7 5 , "  Newberry P a p e r s  i n  Fami ly  and 
Community H i s t o r y  77-4A (19 77 ) .
6 .  A l l a n  B. E red ,  Orb an Growth and t h e  C i r c u l a t i o n  o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n :  The Un i t ed  S t a t e s  System cj  ^ C i t i e s ,
179Or 18 40 (Cambr idge ,  Mass ; ,  1973) ; idem . " l a r g e - C i t y  
I n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  and t h e  P r e - E l e c t r o n i c  D i f f u s i o n  o f  
I n n o v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  i n  Leo F.  S c h n o r e ,  
ed .  , The New Urban H i s t o r y  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  1975) , 51-74 .
7 .  E st im a te s  o f  t i e  l i t e r a t e  a d u l t  male p o p u la t io n  were
d e r iv e d  from Lock r id g e .  L i t e r a c y i n  C o l o n i a l  New 
E n g la n d . 13-27,  7 4 - 8 3 ,  and e x t r a p o l a t e d  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The age and sex  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  the  
p o p u la t io n  which i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e ,  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  g r o s s  e s t i m a t e s  d e r iv e d  mainly from Robert  
V. W e l l s ,  The P o p u la t io n  of the  Br i t i s h  Col o n i e s  i n  
America b e fo r e  1776:  A su rvey  o f  Census Data
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( P r i n c e t o n ,  19 75 ) ,  e s p . ,  268 - 27 4 .
8.  The c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween t h e  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  wh i t e  
c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  and t h e  number  o f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  t r a d e  was . 9 6 ,  a d j u s t e d  r2  = 9 1 . 7 .  The t r e n d  
e q u a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  ( in  t e n s  o f  
t h o u s a n d s )  and t h e  number c f  t r a d e s m e n  (based on s i n g l e  
y e a r  co u n t s )  a t  d e c a d a l  i n t e r v a l s  f rom 1640 a r e :  
Y* = 5 8 . 9  + 13.1 (X) and  Y* = 34 .9  + 7 . 8  (X),
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The number and r a t e s  o f  g rowth  f o r  bo th  
p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  1640-1780 p e r i o d ,  a s  computed from 
H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s  ( 1S76) ,  S e r i e s  Z: 1-19,  and 
p r c s o p o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix  1, a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  
(The w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  i n  t e n s  o f  t ho usa nds )
9.
Year Trade Growth White Growth
Pop. B a t e Pop. Ra te
1640 2 2 .6
16 50 2 0 . 0 4 .9 6 . 3
1660 3 4 .1 7 . 2 3 . 9
1670 4 2 . 9 10.7 4 . 0
1680 6 4.  1 14 .5 3 . 0
1690 15 9 . 2 19.4 2 . 9
1700 13 - 1 . 4 22 .3 1 .4
1710 16 2.  1 28 .7 2 .5
1720 26 4 . 9 3 9.. 7 3 .3
1730 43 5 . 0 53.  8 3 .0
1740 45 0 . 5 75 .6 3 .4
1750 47 0 . 4 93 .4 2.  1
1760 69 3 . 8 126.8 3 .1
1770 107 4 . 4 167. 4 2 . 8
1780 126 1 .6 215 .9 2 . 5
Examples of t h i s  g e n e r a l view stem from I s a i a h  Thomas,
The H i s t o r y c f  P r i n t i n g i n  A m e r i c a , 2nd e d n . , Marcus A.
McCor i son f ed.  ([ 1874 INew York , 1970 ) ,  8. See a l s o .
E o l l o  G. S l i v e r ,  "Aprons  I n s t e a d  o f  Uni forms:  The
P r a c t i c e cf P r i n t i n g .  1776-1787-  P r o c e e d i n c s  o f  t h e
Ameri can A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y , LXXXVII (1977) , 111-194;
and S t e ph en B o t e i n ,  "* Meer M e ch a n i c s '  and an Open
P r e s s : The B u s i n e s s and P o l i t i c a l  S t r a t e g i e s  o f
C o l o n i a 1 American P r i n t e r s , "  P e r s p e c t i v e s  i n American
H i s t o r y , IX (19 75 ) ,  127- 225.
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10. These  y e a r s  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p r o d u c t i o n  r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  
t i m e s  when t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e s i d u a l s  of  t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  
be tween  t i e  t r e n d s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  and i n v o l v e m e n t  exceed  
2 s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s .  Those  y e a r s  and t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
r e s i d u a l s  a r e :  1766 ( - 2 . 2 0 ) ,  1767 ( - 2 . 9 5 ) ,  1772
( - 2 . 3 0 ) ,  1774 ( 3 . 7 7 ) , .  1775 ( 8 . 2 5 ) ,  1776 ( 3 . 7 5 ) ,  and
1782 ( -2 .  40) .
11.  Two f u n c t i o n  g r o u p s  can he d e f i n e d  on t h e  t a s i s  o f  b o t h
s p e c i f i c  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s  and s u p p l e m e n t a r y  
e v i d e n c e :  |1) P r i n t e r ,  (2) Spo nso r  and S e l l e r .  (A t h i r d
f u n c t i o n  g ro u p .  E n g r a v e r s ,  who c o m p r i s e d  o n l y  1.8% (12 
o f  651) o f  a l l  t r a d e s m e n ,  have  been  e x c l u d e d  f rom 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . )  Tradesmen were a s s i g n e d  t o  a g r o u p  on 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c f  t h e r e  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s  
a s  wel l  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  r u l e  t h a t  a p r i n t e r  co u ld  s e l l  
and sp on s o r  a work b u t  a Spo nso r  o r  S e l l e r  c ou ld  n o t  
p r i n t  a work.  Fo r  examp le ,  99% o f  Benjamin F r a n k l i n ' s  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d  have  p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n s .  
However,  1% (8) c a r r i e s  o n l y  t h e  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  
s e l l e r ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  "Sold  By."  C l e a r l y  F r a n k l i n  was a 
p r i n t e r  and h a s  been  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  one .  The v a r i e t y  o f  
i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s  can be found i n  Roger  P .  B r i s t o l ,  
I n d e x  c f  P r i n t e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  and  Bo o k s e l l e r s  
I n d i c a t e d  by C h a r l e s  Evans i n  h i s  American B i b l i o g r a p h y  
( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  1961) ,  i v .
12. D u r a t i o n  i n  t h e  t r a d e  f o r  p r i n t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c t i v i t y  
a f t e r  1783,  a v e r a g e d  19.3  y e a r s  (S td .  Dev, = 1 6 . 3 ) ,  
Median = 14.6 .  D u r a t i o n  measured on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
i m p r i n t  a c t i v i t y  a l o n e  a v e r a g e d  10,-7 y e a r s  (S t d .  
Dev. = 1 1 . 2 ) ,  Median = 6 , 5 .  Leng th  of  t i m e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  
f o r  s p c n c r s  and s e l l e r s  b a se d  upon a l l  known a c t i v i t y  
a v e r a g e d  13.2 y e a r s  (S td .  Dev.  = 1 3 . 4 ) ,  Median = 8 . 4 .  
On t h e  t a s i s  o f  i m p r i n t  a c t i v i t y ,  d u r a t i o n  a v e r a g e d  8 .7  
y e a r s  (S td .  Dev. = 1 0 . 8 ) ,  Median = 4.. 1. The d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  d u r a t i o n  c f  a c t i v i t y  be tween p r i n t e r s  and s p o n s o r s  
and s e l l e r s ,  measured  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l l  a c t i v i t y  ( t h e  
b e t t e r  gu ide)  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t h e  . 01 
l e v e l  (F = 19 ,5 ,  d f  = 472 ) .
13. The a v e ra g e  number o f  i m p r i n t s  and n e w s p a p e r s  f o r  
p r i n t e r s  was 9 2 . 7  (S td .  Dev. = 1 5 3 . 8 ) ,  Median = 2 3 . 5 .  
Fo r  s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  was 11 .4  i m p r i n t s  
(Std..  Dev. = 5 2 . 3 ) ,  Median = 2 . 8 .  The d i f f e r e n c e  
be tween  p r i n t e r s  and s p o n s o r s  and s e l l e r s  was a g a i n  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t h e  .01 l e v e l  (F = 5 6 . 6 ,  
d f  = 4 73 ) .
1
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14. New England ( M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  Rhode I s l a n d ,  
New Hampshire, and Vermont) ,  th e  Middle c o l o n i e s  (New 
York, New J e r s e y ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  and D e la w a r e ) , and th e  
Southern  c o l o n i e s  (Maryland, V i r g i n i a ,  North C a r o l in a ,  
South C a r o l in a ,  anc G e o r g i a ) .
15. The l e a s t  s g u a r e s  t r e n d  e q u a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l o g a r i t h m i c  
f u n c t i o n s  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  a r e :  
(New England)  Y* = 1.1 + .01 (X) ,  (Middle  c o l o n i e s )
Y* = .87  + . 0 2  (X),  and ( S o u t h e rn  c o l o n i e s )  Y* = . 8 2  +
. 0 2  (X).  The r a t e  c f  i n c r e a s e  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  b 
c o e f f i c i e n t ,  which f o r  b o t h  t h e  Middl e  and S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s  i s  . 0 2 ,  t w i c e  t h a t  o f  New E n g l a n d ' s  . 0 1 .
T r e n d s  were  computed  f r cm t h e  s t a r t  o f  c o n t i n u o u s
p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s ,  which was 1639 i n  New E n g l a n d ,
1685 i n  t h e  Middle  c o l c n i e s ,  and 1726 i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n
c o l o n i e s .  The l e a s t  s q u a r e s  t r e n d  e q u a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
l o g a r i t h m i c  f u n c t i o n s  c f  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  t h e  t h r e e  
r e g i o n s  a r e :  (New England )  Y * = 1.58 + . 01  (X),  (Middle
c o l o n i e s )  Y* = 1.67 + . 0 2  (X),  ( S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s )
Y* = 1-38 + . 02  (X) .
16. A g g r e g a t e  t o t a l s  f rom t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  do n o t  
c o n i n c i d e  wi th  t h e  t o t a l s  f o r  a l l  c o l o n i e s  becau se  o f  
i n t e r - r e g i c n a l  movement.  T h i r t y - t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  30 
p r i n t e r s  (90.9%) and  3 s p o n s o r - s e l l e r s  (9.1%) were  
a c t i v e  i n  more t h a n  one  r e g i o n .  The mean d u r a t i o n  o f  
a l l  a c t i v i t y  f c r  t h e s e  33 t r a d e sm e n  was 22 .2  y e a r s  
( S t d .  Dev- = 1 3 . 6 ,  Median = 2 0 . 0 ) .  The mean d u r a t i o n  o f  
i m p r i n t  a c t i v i t y  ( i . e . ,  b e f o r e  1783) was 13.4 y e a r s  
( S t d .  Dev.  = 1 0 . 0 ,  Median = 1 1 . 0 ) .  S t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s
f a i l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  a d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  d u r a t i o n  of
a c t i v i t y  o r  p r o d u c t i o n  among p r i n t e r s  and s p o n s o r  and 
s e l l e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  number o f  s p o n s o r s .  T h e r e  
was ,  however ,  a c l e a r  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  The 30 
p r i n t e r s  a v e r a g e d  115.2 i m p r i n t s  w h i l e  t h e  3
s p o n s o r - s e l l e r s  a v e r a g e d  c n l y  15 .3  i m p r i n t s .  Only 
s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w s .
17. The number  o f  l o c a t i o n s  a t  which t r a d e s m e n  were a c t i v e  
i n  t h e  1639-1783 p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s ,  a r e  a s  
f o l l o w s :
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P r i n t e r s
N. E. M.C. S. C.
No.. No . P e t . No. P e t . No. P e t .
L o c a t i o n s
1 79 7 9 . 8 62 7 5 . 6 47 87 .0
2 11 11.1 14 17.1 7 13 .0
3 + 9 9 . 1 6 1 . 3 — -
T o t a l s 99 100 .0 82 100.0 54 100.  0
N
S p o n s o r  and 
. E.
S e l l e r s  
M. C. S. c .
No. No . P e t . No. P e t . No. P e t .
L o c a t i o n s
1 125 S7 .7 62 98 . 4 16 100.  0
2 2 1.6 1 1.6 - -
3 + 1 . 8 — — — —
T o t a l s 128 100.0 63 100 .0 16 100.0
18- The breakdown o f  d u r a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  t r a d e  by 
r e g i o n  f o r  t h e  twc f u n c t i o n  g r o u p s  by (1) a l l  a c t i v i t y  
and (2) i m p r i n t  a c t i v i t y  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  (A l l  f i g u r e s
r e p r e s e n t  y e a r s ,  e x c e p t  s amp le  s i z e s  which a r e  
p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y  e n c l o s e d . )
P r i n t e r s
Mean




A c t i v i t y  
A l l  Imp
23.0  13.3
16.6 12.6
23 .3  8 .5
(99)
M.C.
A c t i v i t y  
A l l  Imp
18.1  9 . 3
17 .3  10.5
11 .5  5 .1
(82)
B.C.
A c t i v i t y  
A l l  Imp
1 2 . 8  6 .7
12 .9  8 .5
7 . 0  3.1
(54)
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S p e n s e r  and  S e l l e r s  
K.E.. M.. C. S. C.
A c t i v i t y  A c t i v i t y  A c t i v i t y
Al l Imp A l l Imp A l l Imp
Mean 14.5 10,7 11.4 4 .9 8 .6 4 . 7
S t d . 14.7 12.6 11.2 4 . 8 S . 2 6 . 0
Median 8 . 8 5 . 5 8 . 7 3 . 2 4 .2 2 .1
(N) (1 28) (63) (16)
The d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween t h e  d u r a t i o n  of  a l l  a c t i v i t y  
among p r i n t e r s  and s p o n s o r  and s e l l e r s  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t h e  . 0 1  l e v e l  i n  Kew Eng land  
[T = 1 6 .5 ,  ^  = 224) and t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s  (F = 7 . 3 ,  
d f  = 143 ) ;  t u t  n o t  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c c l c n i e s .
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CHAPTES THREE 
FOUNDATIONS I  
New Eng la nd
The demograph ic  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  
seems t o  have  i n f l u e n c e d  i t s  g rowth  and s t r u c t u r e  more t h a n  
any o t h e r  s i n g l e  t h i n g .  The p a r t i c u l a r  demograph i c  p a t t e r n s  
i n  a l l  t h e  c o l o n i e s  p r o f o u n d l y  a f f e c t e d  no t  o n l y  t h e  s i z e  
and s t a b i l i t y  of  t h e  p r e s s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  n a t u r e  
o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d e .  And t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  
demograph i c  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i s  one n o t  o n l y  o f  
growth an d  s t r u c t u r e  b u t  a l s o  o f  s u c c e s s  and f a i l u r e .  Th i s  
and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t  a t w o - f o l d  s t o r y .  The 
f i r s t  and most  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  demograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  f i r s t  i n  New Eng land  and t h e n  i n  t h e  So u t he rn  
and Middl e  c o l o n i e s .  The s e c o n d ,  wh i l e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  f i r s t ,  i s  u n i g u e .  I t  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  f a m i l i e s  and 
i n v o l v e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  demograph i c  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  men and 
women who were t h e  p r e s s ,  h u t  a l s o  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  p e r s o n a l  
s t a t e g i e s  a d o p t e d  t o  cope  w i t h  demograph ic  l u c k ,  bo t h  good 
and bad .  F a m i l i e s ,  as  we s h a l l  s e e ,  were t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of  
t h e  t r a d e  and t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  were t h o s e  of  t h e  p r e s s .
66
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I n  o r d e r  t o  examine  t h e  demograph ic  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  
p r e s s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d o p t  a "dem ogr ap h i c  p e r s p e c t i v e . "  
C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  a r e  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  " a t  r i s k "  and 
t h e  "demo grap h i c  l o t t e r y . " [ 1 ]  The f i r s t  i s  s i m p ly  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  t h e  number of  p e op l e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n y t h i n g  i s  * a 
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  number a round  t o  do so —  t h e  number  who a r e  
" a t  r i s k . "  The more p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  r i s k  c a n  be 
i d e n t i f i e d ,  t h e  more p r e c i s e l y  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  can  be v i ew ed .  
I n  r e g a r d  t o  p r i n t i n g  t h e  i d e a  can  be s e e n  i n  t h e  s i m p l e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  uho was " a t  r i s k "  t o  p r i n t ? .  The e q u a l l y  s i m p l e  
answer  i s  " a l l  p r i n t e r s . "  Eut  a c o l l o l a r y  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
which b e a r s  more d i r e c t l y  on g rowth  i s :  who was " a t  r i s k "  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  t r a d e  t o  become a p r i n t e r  and so  a t  r i s k  t o  p r i n t ?  
To some e x t e n t  t h i s  migh t  be d e f i n e d  a s  a n y o n e ,  b u t  more 
p r e c i s e l y  a s  anyone  w i t h t r a i n i n g . One needed  t r a i n i n g  t o  be 
a b l e  t o  p r i n t ,  and h e n ce  be a t  r i s k  t o  p r i n t .  So t h e  
q u e s t i o n  t h e n  becomes how t h e  t r a d e  f u n c t i o n e d  t o  s u p p l y ,  
m a i n t a i n ,  and expand t i e  " a t  r i s k "  p o o l  o f  t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r s ,  
f o r  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h i s  p o o l  would d i c t a t e  g r o w t h .  To 
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p o i n t ,  i f  t h e  poo l  of  t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r s  were 
c o mp r i s e d  ma in ly  o f  t h e  so n s  of  p r i n t e r s ,  and i f  t h e r e  were 
few s o n s ,  t h e  g rowth  o f  t h e  t r a d e  would be n e g l i g i b l e  o r  
n o n - e x i s t e n t .  I f  t h e r e  were many s o n s ,  g rowth  would be 
p ron oun ced .
T h i s  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s eco nd  c o n c e p t ,  t h a t  o f  t h e
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"d em o gr a ph i c  l o t t e r y , "  which i s  s i m p ly  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t o  a 
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  growth i s  a m a t t e r  o f  c h a n c e .  I f ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  
" a t  r i s k  p o o l "  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s o n s ,  and a p r i n t e r  had  two so n s  
and t h e y  i n  t u r n  e a c h  had two s o n s ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
p r i n t e r s  would grow g e o m e t r i c a l l y .  But  i f  t h e  two s o n s  d i d  
n o t  i n  t u r n  have  s o n s  —  i f  t h e y  had d a u g h t e r s  - -  t h e n  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  and e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  t h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  
(and t h u s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  r i s k  t o  p r i n t )  must  be drawn 
f rom e i t h e r  t h e  h u s b a n d s  o f  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  f rom new, 
p e r h a p s  i m m ig ra n t  p r i n t e r s ,  who must  t h e n  be t r a i n e d  (or 
have  been t r a i n e d  e l s e w h e r e )  and who must  t h e m s e l v e s  b e g in  
t h e  p r o c e s s ,  f a c i n g  t h e  same de mo graph i c  l o t t e r y .
On l a r g e  s c a l e s  t h e  odds  i n  t h e  l o t t e r y  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  
even o u t ,  b u t  on s m a l l e r  s c a l e s  t h e  de mo graph i c  draw can  
have  p ro f o u n d  e f f e c t s .  The E n g l i s h  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  
was f o r c e d  by t h e  l u c k  c f  t h e  demo gr ap h i c  draw which l e f t  i t  
a s  a g rou p  wi th  more d a u g h t e r s  t h a n  s o n s  t c  a d o p t  p a r t i c u l a r
s t r a t e g i e s  t c  i n s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  i t s  w e a l t h . [ 2 )  With
t h e  p r e s s ,  winn ing  and l o s i n g  i n  t h e  l o t t e r y  were b o t h
a b s o l u t e  and r e l a t i v e  terms. .  Those who su c ce ed e d  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  b e a t  t h e  de mo graph i c  draw.  They l i v e d  and had s o n s  who 
l i v e d  and who c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u b l i s h  o r  p r i n t .  Those  who d id  
n o t  s u c ce ed  e i t h e r  d i e d  o r  had no s o ns  t h r o u g h  whom t h e y
c o u ld  p a s s  on t h e i r  t r a d e .  These  a r e  t h e  e x t r e m e s ,  n e i t h e r  
o f  which i s  a b s e n t  from t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  New
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Eng land  p r e s s .  Bu t  be tween t h e  e x t r e m e s  were a v a r i e t y  o f  
o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  e xa m p le s  o f  r e l a t i v e  w inn ing  and l o s i n g  
which  h i g h l i g h t  n o t  o n l y  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  demograph i c  draw 
b u t  a l s o  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  employed by  i n d i v i d u a l s  t c  cope  w i t h  
t h e i r  demo gr ap h i c  l uck  and t h e r e b y  s e c u r e  a f u t u r e  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y .
O b v i o u s l y  i n  a l l  o f  t h i s  seme a s s u m p t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  
made a b o u t  s u c c e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  m o t i v a t i o n .  S u c c e s s ,  
i m p l i c i t l y ,  i s  assumed t o  be s u r v i v a l  and  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  t r a d e .  While  a d m i t t e d l y  a na r row d e f i n i t i o n ,  i t  d o e s  
c a p t u r e  t h e  p r e r e g u s i t e s  o f  b o t h  l a r g e r  f i n a n c i a l  and s o c i a l  
s u c c e s s .  One must  s u r v i v e  t o  s u c c e e d  and one  must  c o n t i n u e  a 
b u s i n e s s  i f  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  be  p a s s e d  on t o  o r e ' s  f a m i l y
e i t h e r  a t  d e a t h  o r  when o n e ' s  p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r s  have e n d e d .
Thus s u c c e s s  i s  u se d  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  bo th  s e l f  
and f a m i l y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  and hence  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t he  t r a d e  i t s e l f -  M o t i v a t i o n  i s  an  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r .  Yet  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  h a s  been  made t h a t  
c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  t r a d e ,  and by d o i n g  so  s e c u r i n g  a t  l e a s t  t h e  
ch an ce  f o r  l a r g e r  f i n a n c i a l  and  s o c i a l  s u c c e s s  f o r  o n e ' s  
f a m i l y ,  was t h o u g h t  t c  be a good and d e s i r a b l e  end .  I n
s h o r t ,  p r i n t e r s  who were i n  t h e  t r a d e  t o  make money, a r e  
assumed t o  ha ve  want ed  t o  s t a y  t h e r e ,  and have t h e i r
c h i l d r e n  do t h e  same.
An a b s o l u t e  w in ne r  i n  t h e  d e m og r a p h i c  draw i s  a man who
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h a s  two s on s  s u r v i v i n g  t o  t h e i r  m a j o r i t y  who i n  t u r n  
c o n t i n u e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  when t h e  f a t h e r  r e t i r e s  o r  d i e s .  
P e r f e c t  g e o m e t r i c  g rowth .  An example  i s  Thomas F l e e t  
(1685-1758)  who i m m i g r a t e d  t o  Bos ton  from England  i n  1712 
and began  p r i n t i n g  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  I n  1715 he m ar r i ed  
E l i z a b e t h  Goose ,  by whom he had two s o n s ,  Thomas,  J r .  
(1732-1797)  and John (1734-1 806 ) .  I n  1758 Thomas,  Sr .  d i e d .  
His  son s  formed a p a r t n e r s h i p ,  t ook  o v e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  and 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r i n t  u n t i l  t h e  end c f  c e n t u r y .  By t h e  s t a n d a r d  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  F l e e t  won t h e  demograph i c  draw.  He l i v e d ,  had 
two s o n s ,  en jo ye d  a p r o d u c t i v e  c a r e e r ,  and h i s  sons  
c o n t i n u e d  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  An a b s o l u t e  l o s e r  d o e s  n o t  s u r v i v e  
and  h a s  no sons .  An example  i s  Thomas S h o r t ,  t h e  f i r s t  
p r i n t e r  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  who began  p r i n t i n g  a t  New london  i n  
1708.  Born i n  1682, S h o r t  was a p p a r e n t l y  a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  h i s  
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Bar tholomew G r e e n ,  S r .  ( 1 6 6 7 - 1 7 3 2 ) .  I n  1705 
Thomas m a r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  F r o s t  and i n  1708 moved t o  New 
lon don  t o  s e t  up sho p .  I n  1712 he d i e d  l e a v i n g  no c h i l d r e n  
and t h e  name Sho r t  d i s a p p e a r e d  f rom t h e  r o l l  o f  New England 
p r i n t e r s .  Thomas S h o r t  d id  n o t  s u c c e e d .
R e l a t i v e  w i nne r s  a r e  more numerous  and t h e i r  h i s t o r i e s  
a r e  e x am p le s  of  p e r s o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s  meant  t o  i n s u r e  s u r v i v a l  
i n  t h e  t r a d e .  One t y p e  d oe s  n o t  s u r v i v e  b u t  ha s  c h i l d r e n .  
James  F r a n k l i n  ( 1697-1735)  i s  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  F r a n k l i n  
began  p r i n t i n g  i n  1718.  While  f rom 1718 t o  1723 he e n jo y e d
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t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a f u t u r e  p a r t n e r  i n  h i s  young a p p r e n t i c e  
b r o t h e r  Ben j amin ,  i n  1723 Benjamin  l e f t  Boston f o r  
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  I n  t h a t  same y e a r  James  m a r r i e d  Ann Smith 
(1695-1763)  anc a f t e r  t h r e e  more y e a r s  i n  Bos ton  moved on t o  
Newpor t ,  Rhode I s l a n d .  James and Ann F r a n k l i n  had s i x  
c h i l d r e n ,  one hoy,  J am es ,  J r . , and f i v e  g i r l s ,  one o f  whom 
d i e d  i n  c h i l d h o o d . [ 3  ] I n  1735 J ames ,  S r .  d i e d  l e a v i n g  Ann 
w i t h  two young c h i l d r e n .  Ann, however ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  a l o n e  u n t i l  1748 when she b r o u g h t  J am es ,  J r .  i n t o  
p a r t n e r s h i p .  I n  1762 James ,  J r .  d i e d  u n m a r r i e d  and w i t h o u t  
c h i l d r e n ,  l e a v i n g  Ann a g a i n  w i t h  a b u s i n e s s  and an unm ar r i ed  
d a u g h t e r .  Tha t  same y e a r  she  e n t e r e d  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  
Samual  H a l l  (1740-1 8C7).  A f t e r  a y e a r  Ann d i ed  and H a l l  
m a r r i e d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  S a r a h ,  s t a y i n g  i n  Newport  a n o t h e r  f i v e  
y e a r s  b e f o r e  moving on t o  Sa lem.  The F r a n k l i n  example  i s  
i n s t r u c t i v e  no t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  l o t t e r y  and 
t h e  i m p a c t  o f  m o r t a l i t y  ( James ,  S r .  and J r . ) ,  b u t  a l s o  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way t h e  b u s i n e s s  was c o n t i n u e d .  Ann F r a n k l i n  
v e r y  c l e a r l y  c o n t i n u e d  the  b u s i n e s s  f o r  h e r  son .  On h i s  
d e a t h  sh e  f a c e d  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  l o s i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i f  sh e  did  
n o t  b r i n g  i n  someone e l s e .  She b r o u g h t  i n  Ha l l  and H a l l  
m a r r i e d  S a r a h ,  s e c u r i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f  a f u t u r e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  as  
Ann had s e c u r e d  a f u t u r e  f o r  S a r a h .  Combat t ing  t h e  
de m og ra p h i c  draw was c l e a r l y  n o t  e a s y .
D a n i e l  Fowle (17 15-1787) i l l u s t r a t e s  a n o t h e r  t y p e  o f
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r e l a t i v e  w i n n e r ,  one  whc s u r v i v e s  b u t  h a s  no c h i l d r e n .  Fowle 
began  p r i n t i n g  i n  Boston  i n  1740 i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
Ga m a l i e l  Roge r s  (1704-1775)  and  f i n a n c e d  i n  p a r t  by D a n i e l ' s  
b r o t h e r ,  John (1 714 -1764 ) ,  a  C o h a s s e t t  m i n i s t e r  and s i l e n t  
p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  f i r m  o f  Rogers  a n d  Fowle f rom 1740 t o  1750.  
I n  1750 D a n i e l  Fcwle  and Roge rs  d i s s o l v e d  t h e i r  
p a r t n e r s h i p . [4  ] I n  175 1, Fowle m a r r i e d  L y d i a  H a l l ,  t h e  a u n t  
o f  t h e  Samuel  Ha l l  who would marry  Sa rah  F r a n k l i n .  No 
c h i l d r e n  were  e v e r  h e rn  t c  D a n i e l  and L y d i a ,  y e t  Fowle ,  
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  Boston i n  1756 f o r  P o r t s m o u t h ,  New Hampsh i re ,  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1787 a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  
domina t ed  p r i n t i n g  i n  New Hampsh i r e  f o r  o v e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  
The q u e s t i o n  i s ,  q u i t e  s i m p l y ,  how? For  one  t h i n g  he had 
a n o t h e r  b r o t h e r ,  Z e c h a r i a h  ( 1 7 2 4 - 1 7 7 6 ) ,  and h i s  b r o t h e r  John 
had two s o n s ,  Z e c h a r i a h  (d.  1784) ,  and R o t e r t  L u i s t
( 1 74 3 - 1 80 2 ) ,  a l l  o f  whom worked f o r  o r  w i th  D a n i e l  i n  Bos ton  
o r  P o r t s m o u t h .  D a n i e l  a l s o  a d o p t e d  a ro u nd  1784,  t h e  y e a r  h i s  
nephew Z e c h a r i a h  d i e d ,  John M e l che r  (1759-1850)  a s  h i s  son 
and h e i r ,  and Me lcher  c o n t i n u e d  F o w l e ' s  b u s i n e s s  i n  New 
Hampshi re  on h i s  d e a t h  i n  1787.  Thus  k i n  and n o t  c h i l d r e n  
h e l p e d  Fowle t c  b e a t  t h e  demograph i c  draw and t c  seme e x t e n t  
i n s u r e  t h e  c c n t i n u a t i c n  o f  h i s  t r a d e .
I f  t o o  much e m p h a s i s  seems p l a c e d  on t h e  de mo graph i c  
draw —  how many c h i l d r e n ,  and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  how many s o n s  
one had — r e c a l l  t h e  i d e a  o f  " a t  r i s k . "  W i th o u t  new
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p r i n t e r s  a t  r i s k  t o  e n t e r  t h e  t r a d e  when o l d  p r i n t e r s  
r e t i r e d  o r  d i e d  t h e  t r a d e  must  a lw ay s  b e g i n  f rom s c r a t c h .  
The r e a s o n  Ann F r a n k l i n  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  p r i n t e r  i n  
1735 when J a m es ,  S r .  d i e d  was p r o b a b l y  t h a t  on ly  n i n e  
p r i n t e r s  were p r a c t i c i n g  i n  a l l  o f  New Eng land  i n  t h a t  y e a r .  
And wh i l e  a p p r e n t i c e s  c f  t h e s e  men may have  been a p o t e n t i a l  
s o u r c e ,  t h e y  were t h e  s e n s  or  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  n i r e  p r i n t e r s  
w i t h  t h e i r  f u t u r e s  a l r e a d y  mapped o u t .  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  i n  
1735,  when Ann F r a n k l i n  v e ry  l i k e l y  ne ede d  a p r i n t e r  t o  h e l p  
h e r  c o n t i n u e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r  he r  s o n ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  
r i s k  t o  e n t e r  t h e  t r a d e  was n o t  l a r g e  enough t o  s u p p l y  h e r .  
And what o f  Fcwle?  Had he n o t  had t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  b r o t h e r s  
and nephews would he h av e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e ?  C l e a r l y  
t h e r e  i s  no way t o  t e l l .  But  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he d i d ,  and t h a t  
he d i d  s u c c e e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t r a i n e d  k i n  — k i n  Ann 
F r a n k l i n  d i d  n o t  have  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e r  — s u g g e s t s  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  of  a p o d  o f  p o t e n t i a l  t r a d e s m e n  d i v i d e d  a l o n g  
f a m i l y  l i n e s ,  i n  s h o r t ,  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  p r i n t e r s  a t  r i s k .
The hands-down w i n n e r s  i n  t h e  l o t t e r y  were t h e  G r e e n s ,  
t h e  f a m i l y  t h a t  d o m in a t e d  p r i n t i n g  i n  New England f o r  a l m o s t  
t h e  e n t i r e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  As a g roup  t h e  Gr een s  n o t  o n l y  
won t h e  demograph i c  draw b u t  t h r o u g h  a web o f  i n t e r l o c k i n g  
f a m i l y  a l l i a n c e s  wi th  t h e  K n e e l a n d s  and t h e  D r a p e r s  
v i r t u a l l y  g u a r a n t e e e d  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  The f u l l  
i m p a c t  o f  t h e  Green e x p e r i e n c e  cn p r i n t i n g  i n  New England
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can b e  s e e n  by ex am in in g  t h e  h i s t o r y  c f  t h e  t r a c e  f rom i t s  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  1639 t o  1750.
The f i r s t  p r e s s  i n  A n g l o - Am er i ca  was b r o u g h t  t o  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  1638,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t e r ,  S t ephen  
Daye ( c .  1 6 2 0 - 1 6 4 9 ) - [ 5 ]  Daye worked t h e  p r e s s  unde r  t h e
a u s p i c e s  of  Harvard  C o l l e g e  f rom 1639 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  May 
1649.  At t h a t  p o i n t ,  Samuel  Green  I  (1615-1702)  took  ove r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r es s . .  G r e e n ,  a  man w i t h  no f o r m a l  
t r a i n i n g ,  c l e a r l y  s t r u g g l e d  t c  l e a r n  - h e  t r a d e ,  and  even  by 
1660 when a n o t h e r  p r i n t e r ,  Marmaduke Johnson  (d.  1674) ,  was
s e c u r e d  f rom E ng la n d ,  Green  was l e s s  t h a n  an a c c o m p l i s h e d  
c r a f t s m a n .  Yet  what  Green l a c k e d  i n  s k i l l ,  he made up f o r  i n  
demogra ph i c  l u c k .  He s u r v i v e d  and among h i s  t h i r t e e n  
c h i l d r e n  by two w i v e s ,  were  t h r e e  s o n s ,  Samuel  I I
( 1 6 4 8 - 1 6 9 0 ) ,  Bar tholomew ( 1 6 6 7 - 1 7 3 2 ) ,  and  Timothy 
( 1 6 7 9 - 1 7 5 7 ) ,  a l l  o f  whom f o l l o w e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  
J o h n s o n  e n j o y e d  no such  f o r t u n e .  Frcm 1660 t c  1671 he 
p r i n t e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  G r e en ,  and from 1672 t o  1674 
o p e r a t e d  h i s  own p r e s s  i n  t h e  Cambr idge  shop  w i th  Green .  I n  
1674 Joh n so n  s e c u r e d  a l i c e n s e  t o  p r i n t  i n  B os t o n ,  bu t  
b e f o r e  he  c c u l d  b e g i n  p r i n t i n g  t h e r e  he d i e d ,  l e a v i n g  a
w i f e ,  a  young d a u g h t e r ,  and an  unmanned p r e s s .
J o h n  F o s t e r  ( 1 6 4 3 - 1 6 8 1 ) ,  a n o t h e r  u n t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r ,  
b o u g h t  J o h n s o n ' s  p r e s s  in 1 5 7 5 . [ 6 ]  F o s t e r  a p p a r e n t l y  t o o k  on 
R i c h a r d  P i e r c e  a s  an employee  t h a t  y e a r ,  a l t h o u g h  P i e r c e  had
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ne  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  e i t h e r .  I n  1679 F e s t e r  seems t o  ha ve  
h i r e d  even  a n o t h e r  u n t r a i n e d  hand ,  James G le n ,  a r e c e n t  
im m ig ran t  t o  F e s t e r ' s  hometown c f  C h a r l e s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  
F e s t e r ,  l i k e  Daye anc  J c h n s c n ,  was a l o s e r  i n  t h e
demograph ic  draw.  I n  1681,  a t  t h e  age  of t h i r t y - t h r e e , ' h e  
d i e d ,  u n m a r r i e d  and w i t h o u t  c h i l d r e n .  F o s t e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n  was 
t a k e n  o v e r  hy Samuel  Se wa l l  who f u n c t i o n e d  o n l y  a s  manager  
c f  t h e  p r e s s .  Samuel  Green  I I ,  who had l e a r n e d  t he  t r a d e
frcm h i s  now a c c o m p l i s h e d  f a t h e r ,  d i d  the a c t u a l  p r i n t i n g  
wi th  t h e  h e lp  c f  P i e r c e  and p r o b a b l y  Glen.  I n  1686 Green
assumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Se wa l l  shop and took  i n  John A l l e n  
(c-  1 6 6 0 - c .  1727) and h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  Bar tholomew a s  
a p p r e n t i c e s .  P i e r c e ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  Glen ,  s t r u c k  c u t  on h i s  
own. I n  1690,  Samuel  Green I I  d i e d ,  unmar r i ed .  Bar tholomew 
r e t u r n e d  t o  Cambr idge  where  h i s  f a t h e r  was s t i l l  p r i n t i n g ,  
and A l l e n  went  t o  work f o r  Benjamin H a r r i s  who had
im m ig r a t ed  f rcm E ng lan d  i n  1686 w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and s o n .  
Vavasour .  P i e r c e  p r o b a b l y  d i e d  i n  1691,  l e a v i n g  a w i f e  o f  
on ly  a y e a r ,  and t h e  H a r r i s e s  a c q u i r e d  h i s  p r e s s .  I n  1692,  
Bar tholomew s e t  up shop  i n  Bos ton  with T imothy  a s
a p p r e n t i c e ,  and i n  1694 t o o k  cn John  Al ien as  a p a r t n e r .
Both Benjamin  and Vav as ou r  H a r r i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  Eng l and  i n
1695 l e a v i n g  Green and A l l e n  w i th  a monopoly on p r i n t i n g .  I n  
1700 Timothy Green opened h i s  own shop i n  B o s t o n .  At t h e  
c l o s e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  o n ly  two p r i n t i n g
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h o u s e s  i n  New England  were ve ry  c l e a r l y  Green c o n c e r n s .
I t  i s  wor th  p a u s i n g  f o r  a a c c e n t  t o  a s s e s s  t he  f i r s t  
h a l f  c e n t u r y  c f  p r i n t i n g  i n  New England  f rcm a demographic  
p e i n t  o f  v iew.  Cf t h e  s even  men who p r i n t e d  i n  New England 
b e f o r e  1690 on ly  c n e ,  Samuel  Green I ,  was a winner  i n  t h e  
demogra ph i c  draw.  Daye,  Jo h n s o n ,  F o s t e r ,  P i e r c e ,  Glen,  and 
Samuel  Green I I  were a l l  a b s o l u t e  l o s e r s .  None of  them 
s u r v i v e d  l ong  o r  had s e n s  who c c u l d  c a r r y  on t h e i r  t r a d e .  
And even  Samuel  Green I ,  had i t  n o t  been  f o r  h i s  two o t h e r  
s o n s ,  Bar tholomew and Timo thy,  c o u l d  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a 
winne r  i n  t h e  de mo graph i c  draw.  Yet  G r e e n ' s  v e r y  s u r v i v a l  
a l l o w e d  him t o  have c h i l d r e n  and t o  t r a i n  t h e  sons  he had .  
The i m p a c t  cn t h e  growth o f  t h e  t r a d e  was p ron ou nce d ,  f o r  
t h e  d e a t h s  o f  t h e  young p r i n t e r s  imposed l i m i t s  on t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  of  t h e  p e e l  o f  t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r s .  Only t h e  Greens  
a s  a f a m i l y  t r u l y  su c ee d ed  in  t h e  t r a d e  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  f o r  t h e r e  were more l o s e r s  t h a n  w i n n e r s  i n  t h e  
demograph i c  draw.  The s i t u a t i o n  would ch ang e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
b e f o r e  t h e  midd l e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .
The r e p r o d u c t i v e  l u ck  o f  Bar tholomew and Timothy would 
s u s t a i n  t h e  Greens  f c r  mere t han  f i f t y  y e a r s .  Bar tholomew,  
who m a r r i e d  Mary S h o r t  i n  1695 an d ,  i n  17 12, Hannah Toppan,  
n i e c e  o f  Samuel  S e w a l l ,  had o n ly  one s e n ,  Bar tholomew,  J r . ,  
b u t  a d d i t i o n a l l y  t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s .  I n  1702 Timothy mar r i ed  
Mary F l i n t ,  hy when he had Timothy I I  ( 1703 -1763 ) ,  Samuel
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I I I  ( 1706-1752)  , N a t h a n i e l  ( 1 7 1 0 - 1 7 5 8 ) ,  J o n a s  ( 1 7 1 2 - 1 7 5 7 ) ,  
John  (17 19 - 1757 ) ,  anc a d a u g h t e r  Mary.  T o g e t h e r ,  Eathclonsew 
and Timothy had a poo l  c f  s i x  s o n s  and f o u r  d a u g h t e r s  (whose 
m a r r i a g e s  would p ro du ce  s c n s - i n - l a w )  t o  draw from t o  i n s u r e  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  Whether  t h e y  
t h o u g h t  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a s  a p e e l  i s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  
r e a l l y  n o t  t i e  p o i n t  — t h e  c h i l d r e n  were t h e r e .  And i f  t h e  
combined demograph i c  draw o f  Ba r tho lomew and  Timothy Green 
was n o t  enough t o  i n s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  c f  t h e  Green t r a d e ,  a 
s e r i e s  o f  f a m i l y  a l l i a n c e s  worked t o  b r i n g  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  
New England  p r i n t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n t o  t h e  Green f o l d .
I n  1713 Timothy  Green l e f t  Bo s to n  f o r  New l on do n  t o  
f i l l  t h e  vacancy  l e f t  by t h e  d e a t h  o f  Thomas S h o r t ,  b u t  
l e a v i n g  Ba r tho lomew,  no l o n g e r  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  John  
A l l e n ,  t h e  o n l y  Green  p r i n t e r  i n  town.  A l l e n  was i n  b u s i n e s s  
f o r  h i m s e l f  and i n  t h a t  same y e a r  Thomas F l e e t  began  t o  
p r i n t .  I n  1718 James  F r a n k l i n  a l s o  opened  sh op ,  h u t  so d i d  
Samuel Kn ee l an d  (1697-1769)  and  K ne e l a nd  was v e ry  much a 
Green.  His  mothe r  was Mary G r e en ,  B a r t h o l o m e w ' s  and 
T i m o t h y ' s  s i s t e r ,  and he m a r r i e d  B a r t h o l o m e w ' s  d a u g h t e r  
E l i z a b e t h . [ 7 ]  I n  1725 Ba r tho lomew,  J r .  b e g a n  t c  p r i n t .  I n  
1726 John D r a p e r  e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  and ,  l i k e  K ne e l a nd ,  
D r a p e r  was s o l i d l y  a Green..  His  w i f e  was B a r th o l o m e w ' s  
y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r  Debo rah ,  and he would a ssume  c o n t r o l  o f  
h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s  shop i n  1732.  I n  1726 a s  w e l l ,  Timothy
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Green I I  came t c  B o s t c r  f r cm New London and e n t e r e d  i n t o
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  u r c l e  Samuel  Knee l and .  I n  1734,  Bezoune
A l l e n ,  who i n  t h a t  y e a r  m a r r i e d  Bar tholomew Green ,  S r . ' s
e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r  Mary,  began t o  p r i n t .  Along w i t h  John 
B u s h e l l  (c .  1 7 1 5 - 1 7 6 1 ) ,  a f o r m e r  Green  a p p r e n t i c e .  A l i e n  
would form a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Bar tho lomew Green ,  J r .  i n  
1736.  I h u s  f r cm two i n  1700, t h e  p o o l  o f  Green  f a m i l y  
p r i n t e r s  grew t o  e i g h t  by 1736,  a f o u r - f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  
l i t t l e  more t h a n  a g e n e r a t i o n .
What a l l  t h i s  meant  f o r  New England  p r i n t i n g  was
e x c e s s i v e  g r cw th .  Toe many w i n n e r s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t oo  
many G re en s  —  an a v e r a g e  of  66 p e r c e n t  and n e v e r  l e s s  t h a n  
40 p e r c e n t  c f  a l l  p r i n t e r s  i n  New Eng land  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  
o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  — a p p e a r s  t o  have  pushed t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c f  p r i n t e r s ,  and w i t h  them t h e  e n t i r e  New England  
p r e s s ,  o v e r  t h e  smooth and e a sy  d o u b l i n g  e v e r y  t w e n t y - f i v e  
y e a r s  t h a t  would have  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e y  were  i n  
b u s i n e s s  t o  s e r v e .  F i g u r e  3 .1  d i p l a y s  t h e  c o u r s e  of  t r a d e  
and p o p u l a t i o n  growth f rom 1700 t o  1750.
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F i g u r e  3.  1




Notes :  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  ( i n  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s ) ,  d a she d  
l i n e ,  p r e s s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  s o l i d  l i n e .  P r e s s  p o p u l a t i o n  
e x c l u d e s  o n e - t i m e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  S o u r c e s :  H i s t o r i c a l
S t a t i s t i c s  ( 1S7 6 ) ,  S e r i e s  Z : 1 - 1 9 ;  p r o s o p og r a p hy  d e s c r i b e d  in  
Appendix 1.
From 1700 t o  1725,  t h e  o u t l i n e s  of  t h e  t r a d e  a r e  f a i r l y  
c l e a r .  John  A l l e n ,  E a r t h o l c n e w  Green,  Samuel  Kne e l and ,  
Timothy Green 3 ,  b r i e f l y  Thomas S h o r t ,  Thomas F l e e t ,  and 
James F r a n k l i n  were  t h e  o n l y  p r i n t e r s  a r o u n d .  From t h e  
m i d - 1710s t o  t h e  m i d - 1 7 3 0 s ,  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  t i m e  when F i g u r e  
3 .1  shows t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  New England  p r e s s  c l i m b i n g
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way above  t h e  g e n e r a l  l e v e l  c f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
change d .  Death —  Bar tholomew Gre en ,  John  A l l e n ,  James  
F r a n k l i n  —  was t a k i n g  i t s  t o l l ,  b u t  coming t o  m a t u r i t y  and 
e n t e r i n g  t h e  t r a d e  s e r e  members o f  t h e  Green f a m i l y  
p e e l  —  John D r a p e r ,  Bar tholomew G re en ,  J r . ,  Timothy Green  
I I ,  Bezoune A l l e n ,  Samuel  Green  I I I ,  and J o n a s  Green .  The 
p a r t i c u l a r  New England p a t t e r n  o f  t r a d e  g rowth  was t h e  
r e s u l t .
I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r i n t i n g  i n  
New Eng land  was a m a t t e r  o f  Greens  and n o n - G r e e n s . [ 8  ] 
P r o d u c t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  s p l i t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r edom inan ce  
o f  t h i s  s i n g l e  f a m i l y .  From 1700 t o  1750 t h e  Green s h a r e  o f  
t h e  m a r k e t ,  t h a t  i s .  New E ng l an d  i m p r i n t s  b e a r i n g  Green 
f a m i l y  p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  a v e r a g e d  56 p e r c e n t  a y e a r  
compared t o  o n l y  15 p e r c e n t  f c r  n cn -G ree n  f a m i l y  p r i n t e r s ,  
and 30 p e r c e n t  t e a r i n g  r c  p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n s . [ 9 ]  O b v i o u s l y  
t h e r e  were  more Green f a m i l y  p r i n t e r s ,  b u t  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  
Green p r o d u c t i o n  exceeded  t h e i r  n u m e r i c a l  a d v a n t a g e  i n  
p e o p l e .  While t h e  r a t i o  o f  Green  t o  non -Green  p r i n t e r s  
a v e r a g e d  1.7 t o  1 f o r  t h e  1700-1750 p e r i o d ,  t h e  r a t i o  o f  
Green t o  non -Green  i m p r i n t s  was 3 . 2  t o  1 . [ 1 0 ]  I he  Gr e en s  
en-joyed t h i s  a d v a n t a g e  f o r  most  o f  p e r i o d ,  bu t  t h i n g s  d id  
change .  Frcm 172 1 t o  1740,  t h e  Green s h a r e  o f  t h e  marke t  was 
3 . 4  t o  1 i r  i m p r i n t s  wh i l e  o n l y  1.8 t o  1 i n  p r i n t e r s .  From 
1741 t o  1750,  howe ve r ,  t h e  r a t i o  o f  Green t o  non -Green
L
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i m p r i n t s  d ropped  t c  1 .3  t c  1,  below t h e  1 .5  t o  1 p r o p o r t i o n  
t h e y  h e l d  i n  p r i n t e r s .  While  h a r d l y  an u n f a v o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n ,  
i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a p r e c i p i t o u s  d e c l i n e .
Of c o u r s e  t h i s  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i s  f rom t h e  o u t s i d e  
l o o k i n g  i n .  Cne can s e e  t h a t  when Timothy Green I  l e f t  f o r  
New Haven,  Thomas F l e e t  began t o  p r i n t .  When John A l l e n  
s t o p p e d  Ba r tholomew,  J r .  s t a r t e d .  When J ames  F r a n k l i n  l e f t  
f c r  Newpor t ,  John  D r a p e r  s e t  up shop  and T imothy  I I  came t o  
town.  Whether  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  e n t e r e d  i n t o  d e c i s i o n s  t o  
b e g i n  b u s i n e s s ,  form p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  o r  t a k e  i n  an a p p r e n t i c e ,  
i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  wh e the r  f a m i l y  was a lways  
r e a d y  t o  f i l l  a gap (as  i n  t h e  c a s e  c f  Thomas S h o r t )  o r  t o  
s u p p l y  i f  need be  a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  t r a d e  (as wi th  John 
Draper )  s i m p l y  c an no t  be known f o r  none of  t h e s e  p r i n t e r s  
l e f t  any p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  c f  how he t h o u g h t  on  such m a t t e r s .  
But  f o l l o w i n g  one p e r s o n ,  Timothy Green I I ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  
c a r e e r ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f a m i l y  and t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  f a m i l y  
i n  t he  t r a d e  were v e r y  r e a l  c o n c e r n s .
I n  1724 Timothy Green I I  came t c  Bos ton  f rom New london  
t o  work f o r  h i s  u n c l e  Bar tholomew Green .  I n  1725,  he 
r e t u r n e d  b r i e f l y  t o  New London.  Why c a n n o t  be s a i d .  Yet 
Timothy was t w e n t y - t w c  and h i s  p r o s p e c t s  may we l l  have been 
t h e  c a u s e .  His  c o u s i n ,  Ba r tho lomew,  J r . ,  had begun t o  p r i n t  
t h a t  y e a r .  J c h n  D r a p e r  had n o t  y e t  s t a r t e d  t o  p r i n t  b u t  h i s  
m a r r i a g e  t o  Deborah Green may a l r e a d y  h av e  t e e n  s e t .
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Timothy,  a s  t h e  n e x t  s e n i o r  Green male t o  Bar tholomew J r . ,  
may s i m p l y  have  had nowhere  t o  go u n t i l ,  i n  1726,  he 
r e t u r n e d  t o  Bos ton  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  K ne e l a nd ,  
h i s  u n c l e ,  b u t  h i s  s e n i o r  by o n l y  s i x  y e a r s -  I t  was a 
l o g i c a l  ma t ch .  Knee l and  was f a m i l y  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  
p o o l .
Fo r  t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s  Kneel and  and Green p r i n t e d  
t o g e t h e r . .  . Knee l and  m a r r i e d  and had two s o n s ,  D a n i e l  
(1725-1789)  and John  ( 1 7 2 9 - 1 7 9 5 ) .  T imothy n e v e r  m a r r i e d ,  
t h u s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c f  s u c e s s i o n  i n  t h e  f i r m  seems moot .  I n
t h e i r  t w e n t y - s i x  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r ,  m or e o v e r ,  Knee land  and
Green formed  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r i n t i n g  house  i n  B o s t o n ,  p r o d u c i n g  
more t h a n  20 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  r e c o r d e d  i m p r i n t s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
f rom 1726 t o  1 7 5 2 . [ 1 1 ]  A b r u p t l y ,  i n  1752,  Timothy r e t u r n e d  
t o  New London.  Why? Timothy was n o t  a t  t h e  end o f  h i s  c a r e e r  
b u t  c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d  n o t  c o u n t  cn t o o  many more y e a r s .  And 
wh i l e  t h e  Green f a m i l y  s h a r e  o f  t h e  Bos ton  mark e t  ha d
d e c l i n e d ,  h i s  and K n e e l a n d ’ s  s h a r e  was by a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s
q u i t e  good ,  n e v e r  d r o p p i n g  below 17 p e r c e n t  of  a l l  Bos to n  
i m p r i n t s  a f t e r  1730.  But  T i m o t h y ' s  c l o s e s t  k i n  were i n  New 
London.  His  f a t h e r  was i l l ,  b u t ,  more t e l l i n g  i t  would s eem,  
was t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r  Samuel  who had worked i n  t h e
New London shop a l l  t h e  t i m e  Timothy  had been i n  B o s t o n .
With a n o t h e r  b r o t h e r ,  J o n a s ,  i n  Ma ry l and ,  S a m u e l ' s  d e a t h
l e f t  o n l y  N a t h a n i e l  and Jo h n  i n  New London- P e r h a p s  two men
L
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were n o t  enough t o  ke ep  t h e  b u s i n e s s  up.  T imo t hy ,  now p a r t  
o f  t h e  Green  pool  h i m s e l f ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  New London and 
assumed c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  a i l i n g  f a t h e r ' s  shop .  Timothy I  d i e d  
i n  1757, a s  d i d  John-  N a t h a n i e l  d i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  
l e a v i n g  Timothy I I  wi th  a  b u s i n e s s  —  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  S a m u e l ' s  
t h r e e  s o n s ,  Thomas ( 1 7 3 5 - 18 1 2 ) ,  T imo thy I I I  ( 1 7 37 -1 796 ) ,  and 
Samuel ( 1 7 4 3 - 1 7 9 9 ) ,  a l l  o f  whom were n e a r i n g  m a j o r i t y .  When 
Timothy I I  d i ed  i n  1765,  he was s u c e e d e d  by h i s  nephew 
T imothy ,  and t h e  Green  f a m i l y  t r a d e  was g i v e n  a n o t h e r  ch an c e  
by t h e  l u c k  of  t h e  demograph i c  d raw.
A f t e r  1750 t h e  c o n t o u r s  o f  t h e  New England  t r a d e  began 
t o  c ha n g e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p o p u l a t i o n .  P a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  was g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s p e r s i o n .  
I n  t h e  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  1750,  p r e s s e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
P o r t s m o u t h ,  New Hampshi r e ,  N e w b u r y p c r t ,  Sa lem,  and W o r c e s t e r  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  New Haven,  C o n n e c t i c u t  and P r o v i d e n c e  Rhode 
I s l a n d .  Yet  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  de m ogr ap h i c  dynamic  o f  t r a d e  
growth a s  we l l  a s  t h e  f a m i l i a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
r ema ined  unchanged .
The g e n e r a l  i m p e t u s  f o r  movement came f rom o v e rc r o w d i n g  
i n  t h e  Bos ton  t r a d e .  Too many p r i n t e r s ,  and a g a i n ,  t o o  many 
Green f a m i l y  p r i n t e r s  l e d  some members of  t h e  poo l  to  l e a v e ;  
i t  was e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  compete  wi th  f a m i l y .  A d m i t t e d l y  t h e r e  
were i n s t a n c e s  In which o f f i c i a l  c e n s o r s h i p  p r o ce ed e d
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m i g r a t i o n .  James F r a n k l i n  became e m b r o i l e d  w i t h  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  1723 o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
h i s  New Eng land  C o u r a n t . Even e a r l i e r ,  i n  169C, Benjamin 
H a r r i s '  P u b l i c k  O c c u r a n c e s  had  t e e n  s u p r e s s e d .  I n  b o t h  
c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e i t h e r  man l e f t  town as an imm ed ia t e  r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  H a r r i s  r e m a in e d  i n  Bos ton  u n t i l  1695,  
F r a n k l i n  u n t i l  1726.  D a n i e l  Fowle  d id  l e av e  Bos ton  f o r  
P o r t s m o u t h  i n  1756 a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  c o n t r o v e r s e y . But  
such  was n o t  t h e  c a s e  among t h e  Gre ens .  I n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  
t h e  Bos ton  t r a d e  s i m p ly  no l o n g e r  h e l d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  i t  
once  had .
Bar tho lomew G re en ,  J r .  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  l e a v e .  I n  1751,  
a l o n g  w i t h  John B u s h e l l ,  h e  l e f t  Bos ton  f o r  H a l i f a x ,  Nova 
S c o t i a .  Green  d i ed  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g ,  b u t  B u s h e l l  
s t a y e d  and opened s h o p .  Wi th t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  t h e  Bos to n  
s i t u a t i o n  of  t o o  many G r e en s  was p a r t i a l l y  d i f f u s e d  f o r  two 
o f  t h e  n i n e  Green f a m i l y  p r i n t e r s  i n  Bos ton  were removed 
f rom t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  p o o l .  When Timo thy  Green  I I  l e f t  Bos ton  
i n  1752 —  a l t h o u g h  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  —  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  
o f  o v e r c r o w d i n g  were a g a i n  a l l e v i a t e d .  Wi th in  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
Green f a m i l y  p r i n t e r s  i r  Bo s to n  had been c u t  by a t h i r d .  And 
when D a n i e l  Fowle l e f t  Bos ton  f o r  P o r t s m o u t h  i n  1756, t h e r e  
was even  more room f o r  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  of  Green f a m i l y  
p r i n t e r s  which was r a p i d l y  coming t o  t h e  f o r e .
When Timothy Green  I I  l e f t  Bos ton  i n  1752, Samuel
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K n e e l a n d ' s  twc  s o n s ,  D a n i e l  and J o h n ,  were n e a r i n g  t h e i r  
m a j o r i t y .  I n  1759 t h e y  formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  and  began t o  
p r i n t  i n  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  s h o p .  I n  1765 t h e  e l d e r  Knee l and  
r e t i r e d  and  h i s  s o n s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  b u s i n e s s  u n t i l  1 7 7 5 . [ 1 2 ]  
An i m p o r t a n t  f a m i l y  a l l i a n c e  was made i n  1754 when John  G i l l  
( 1 7 3 2 - 1 7 8 5 ) ,  a f o r m e r  Fn e e l a n d  a p p r e n t i c e ,  m a r r i e d  S a m u e l ' s  
d a u g h t e r  Ann (h.  1735) . I n  t h a t  y e a r  G i l l  began  p r i n t i n g  i n  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Benjamin Edes ,  S r .  ( 1 7 3 2 - 1 8 0 3 ) .  G i l l  and 
Ann Knee l and  had f i v e  c h i l d r e n  i n c l u d i n g  two so ns .  One,  
J c h n ,  J r . ,  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  and t h e  o t h e r ,  Moses ,  moved t o  
P r i n c e t o n ,  New J e r s e y  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d  i r  1787.  But 
G i l l ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  m a r r i e d  Edward E. Powers  
(d .1811)  whc i n  1778 s e t  up shop i n  B o s t o n ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  
G i l l  and —  by a s s o c i a t i o n  —  t h e  Green f a m i l y  t r a d e .
G i l l  was a r e l a t i v e  w i n n e r  i n  t h e  demograph i c  draw,  
s e c u r i n g  f c r  a t  l e a s t  one d a u g h t e r  a f u t u r e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  
Yet  some h i n t  c f  t h e  s t r a i n  wh ich  t h e  f a m i l i a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  
t h e  t r a d e  may have p l a c e d  on p a r t n e r s  and f r i e n d s  can be s ee  
i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  be tween  Edes  and G i l l .  Edes  was an 
a b s o l u t e  w inne r  i n  t h e  draw.  He s u r v i v e d  and had two s o n s ,
P e t e r  (1755-18C1)  and Be n j amin ,  J r .  {1756 -1 84 0 ) .  I n  1776,
a f t e r  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r ,  Edes and G i l l  d i s s o l v e d
t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p  and Edes  went  i n t o  b u s i n e s s  w i th  h i s  s o n s .
T h e r e  i s  no way t o  t e l l  what  p rompted  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of  
t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n .  I s a i a h  Thomas,  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f  b o t h
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men, r e c a l l e d  t h a t  G i l l  " d i d  no t  p o s s e s s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
ene rgy  o f  h i s  p a r t n e r , "  b u t  one co nc l ude  t h a t  t h e  
o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  f a m i l y  p l a y e d  a r c l e  a s  w e l l . [ 1 3 ]  Edes  had 
two s on s  to  s e t  up i n  b u s i n e s s  wh i l e  G i l l ' s  d a u g h t e r  
E l i z a b e t h  would marry  Powers  who would open shop w i t h i n  two 
y e a r s ,  What ever  t h e  r e a s o n ,  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  was d i s s o l v e d  
and new p r i n t e r s  —  f a m i l y  p r i n t e r s  — e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e ,  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  demograph i c  d r aw .  Whi le  t h e  t r a d e  grew,  i t s  
f o u n d a t i o n  r emained  t h e  same.
And so i t  was w i t h  J c h n  Draper  who, i n  t h e  Green way, 
was a n o t h e r  winner  i n  t h e  draw.  He s u r v i v e d  and had  two
s o n s ,  R i c h a r d  (1727-1774)  and John  (b. 1728 ) ,  and a
d a u g h t e r ,  Lyd ia  (b.  1729) .  J c h n  n e v e r  t ook  up t h e  t r a d e  b u t
R i c h a r d  d i d  i n  1751, t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  he m ar r i ed  M a r g a r e t  
Green ,  Bar tholomew,  J r .  ' s  d a u g h t e r .  The f a m i l y  t i e  was
r e i n f o r c e d  once  a g a i n  i n  1755 when Lyd ia  Drape r  m a r r i e d  J o h n  
Green.  And y e t  a n o t h e r  D r a p e r ,  R i c h a r d ' s  c o u s i n  Samuel ,  
e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  i n  17 57.  N e i t h e r  R i c h a r d  n o r  Samuel  were 
w i nn e r s  i n  t h e  demo gra ph i c  draw,  and i t  was o n l y  a s u r p l u s  
o f  f a m i l y  t h a t  kep t  t h e  D r a p e r s  f rcm dying  o u t  c o m p l e t e l y .  
R i ch a r d  and Marga re t  had no c h i l d r e n ,  and Samuel  had o n l y  
two young d a u g h t e r s  when he d i e d  i n  1767. When R i c h a r d  d i e d  
i n  1774, Margare t  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  f o r  a s h o r t  t im e  
w i th  Jo h n  Boy le ,  a f o r m e r  a p p r e n t i c e  of  h e r  b r o t h e r  John  
Green.  M a r g a r e t ,  however ,  embraced t h e  l o y a l i s t  c a u s e  i n  t h e
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R e v o l u t i o n  —  t h e  o n l y  Green who d id  —  and i n  1776 l e f t  
Bos ton  f o r  Nova S c o t i a .  But  a n o t h e r  D r a p e r ,  S a m u e l ' s  yo unge r  
b r o t h e r  Edvard  (h.. 1749) ,  t o o k  o v e r  M a r g a r e t ' s  b u s i n e s s  i n  
1776 and c o n t i n u e d  i t  u n t i l  1831.
With t h e  Greens  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  t h e  s t o r y  was much t h e  
same.  When Timothy I I I  a ssumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  New London 
shop i n  1763,  t h e  f a m i l y  p c o l  o f  p r i n t e r s  was l a r g e r  t h a n  
one shop  c o u l d  a ssume.  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  Timothy  m a r r i e d  Rebecca  
Spoo ne r  whose twc b r o t h e r s ,  Ju d a h  Paddock (1748-1807)  and 
Alden  (17 5 7 - 1 8 2 7 ) ,  were t h u s  added t o  t h e  p o o l .  The n e x t  
y e a r ,  T i m o t h y ' s  b r o t h e r  Thomas,  who had worked f o r  James  
P a r k e r  i n  New Haven frcm 1.755 t o  1764, moved t o  H a r t f o r d  and 
s e t  up s h o p ,  t a k i n g  i n  E b e n e z e r  Watson (1744-1777)  a s  a 
p a r t n e r  i n  1768.  I n  1766,  Samuel  Green IV began b u s i n e s s  i n  
New Haven where he would r ema in  u n i t l  h i s  d e a t h .  Thomas 
j o i n e d  Samuel  i n  New Haven i n  1768,  and he  t o o  would t h e r e  
r ema in  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  And when Samuel  d i e d  i n  1798,  Thomas 
formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  s o n ,  Thomas,  J r .  Timothy I I I ,  
mea nwh i l e ,  w i t h  t h e  twc Spoone r  f a m i l y  members ex panded  
n o r t h w a r d  up t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  s e t t i n g  up shop  i n  
Norwich i n  1773,  D r e sd e n ,  Vermont  i n  1778,  and W i n c h e s t e r ,  
Vermont  i n  1780- Thus w i t h  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Greens  t h e  f a m i l y  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e  i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  by v i r t u e  
o f  i t s  d e m og ra ph i c  l uck  and i n t e r l o c k i n g  f a m i l y  a l l i a n c e s .
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The c o l l e c t i v e  demograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  New 
Exgland  p r e s s  d i c t a t e d  t h e  pace  and c o u r s e  o f  g r owt h  o f  
p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  The s i m p l e  
f a c t s  o f  b i r t h ,  d e a t h ,  and  m a r r i a g e  p r o f o u n d l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  
e n t i r e  t r a d e  f o r  t h e y  d e t e r m i n e d  a t  any  p o i n t  i n  t im e  who 
and how many would be a t  r i s k  t o  p r i n t .  Encompassed by t h i s  
dynamic,  f a m i l i e s  s t r u g g l e d  when demograph i c  l uc k  was 
bad  —  a s  w i t h  t h e  F r a n k l i n s  — o r  r o d e  c o m p e t i t i v e  c r e s t s
when de m ogr ap h i c  l u c k  was good — a s  w i t h  t h e  Gr een s  i n  t h e
f i r s t  h a l f  c f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Yet a t  a l l  t i m e s ,
f a m i l y  p l a y e d  a c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  m a i n t en a n ce  and
e x p a n s i o n  of  t h e  t r a d e .  And i n  New Eng land ,  f a m i l i e s  —  t h e  
Greens ,  F l e e t s ,  F o w l e s ,  F r a n k l i n s ,  K n e e l a n d s ,  D r a p e r s ,  
G i l l s ,  and Edes  —  were t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  and  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  among i t s  members .  I n  New E ng la nd ,  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  t r a d e  g ro wt h  was t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f a m i l y  g ro wt h .  As 
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  c f  t h e  Gr een s  r e v e a l s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  c f  f a m i l y  
i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  i t  a l s o  r e c a l l s  Benj amin  F r a n k l i n ' s  ne twork  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  and how i t  formed t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
h i s  b u s i n e s s .  F r a n k l i n ' s  n e tw ork  was composed l a r g e l y  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  t h e  G r e e n s '  was made 
up o f  k i n .  The d i f f e r e n c e ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  r e f l e c t e d  n o t  
c n ly  d i f f e r i n g  de m o g r a p h i c  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  a 
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t r a d e  " s t y l e s . "
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1- The demograph i c  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n c i s e
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  l o t h  i t s  s t r e n g t h s  and weakness  can  be 
f o u n d  i n  D a n i e l  S c o t t  Sm i t h ,  "The E s t i m a t e s  o f  E a r l y  
Amer i can  H i s t o r i c a l  Demographer s :  Two S t e p s  Fo rw ard ,
One S t ep  Back,  What S t e p s  i n  t h e  F u t u r e ? "  H i s t o r i c a l  
Me th od s , XII ( 1S79) ,  2 4 - 3 8 ;  i d em ,  "A P e r s p e c t i v e  on
Demographi c  Methods and  E f f e c t s  i n  S o c i a l  H i s t o r y , "  The 
Newber ry  P a p e r s  i n  Fami ly  and Community H i s t o r y ,  No. 
7 7 - 4 k  (19 77 ) .
2.  Lawrence  S t o n e ,  The C r i s i s  o f  t h e  Ar i s t o c r a c y .  
1558-164 1 (Oxford ,~ 1965) ,
3.  J ames  F r a n k l i n ' s  c h i l d r e n  were  Abiah (c .  1726-1754) , Ann 
(c .  1728-  1730) , Sa r ah  (?) ( c . 1730-1 807) ,  Mary (d. a f t e r  
1 7 5 2 ) ,  E l i z a b e t h  (d.  a f t e r  176 1 ) ,  and James ,  J r .  
( c .  1 7 2 4 - 1 7 6 2 ) .  The y e a r  o f  b i r t h  f o r  b o th  Sa rah  and 
J a m e s ,  J r .  a r e  t e n t a t i v e .  The e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  F r a n k l i n  
P a p e r s  g i v e  no y e a r  o f  b i r t h  f o r  Sa rah  and be tween 1730 
and  1732 f o r  J ames ,  J r .  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s , l i x - l x .  
Ben jamin  F r a n k l i n ,  however ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  when he 
v i s i t e d  h i s  a i l i n g  b r o t h e r  i n  1733,  he p r em i s e d  t o  
t e a c h  James ,  J r .  t h e  t r a d e ,  t h e  boy was " t u t  10 Years  
o f  Age ."  Th i s  would p l a c e  James  F r a n k l i n ,  J r . ' s  b i r t h  
i n  1724.  F r a n k l i n ,  A u t o b i o g r a p h y , 169.
4. G a m a l i e l  Roger s  was a r e l a t i v e  l o s e r .  While he
s u r v i v e d ,  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  he  had  any c h i l d r e n  
o r  k i n  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  He was a c t i v e  i n
B o s t o n  from 1727 t o  1754 a s  a p r i n t e r ,  and f rcm 1754 t o  
1775 as  a dry goods and g r o c e r y  merc han t .
5.  The Cambr idge  p r e s s  h a s  r e c e i v e d  c c n s i d e r a b l e  
a t t e n t i o n ,  y e t  d i f f e r e n c e s  s t i l l  e x i s t  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  
S t e p h e n  o r  Mat thew Daye was t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t e r .  Fo r  a 
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  s e e ,  John  T e b b e l ,  A H i s t o r y  
o f  Book P u b l i s h l n q  i n  t h e  U n i t e d St a t e s  (New York,
1 9 7 2 ) ,  I ,  6 - 1 1 .  The v iew a d o p t e d  h e r e  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :
S t e p h e n  Daye was t h e  son o f  Matthew Daye (c .  
1 5 9 4 - 1 6 6 8 ) ,  whose name a p p e a r s  on t h e  Cambr idge  
i m p r i n t s  from 1639 t o  1649.  Matthew was a l o c k s m i t h ,  
and  f u n c t i o n e d  c n ly  a s  manager  o f  t h e  p r e s s ;  S t e ph en  
d i d  t h e  a c t u a l  p r i n t i n g .  One of t h e  Dayes d e f i n i t e l y  
d i e d  i n  1649 and t h e  o t h e r  n o t  u n t i l  1668.  The b e s t  
e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  was S t e p h e n  Daye who d i e d ,  
and  he n ce  t h a t  he was t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t e r .  The d e b a t e ,  
w h i l e  i m p o r t a n t ,  i s  n o t  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  a rgumen t  
a d v a n c e d  be low.  See George  E. L i t t l e f i e l d ,  The E a r l y  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  P r e s s .  1638-1711 ([ 1907]New York,  1969) , 
9 5 - 1 4 3 ;  I s a i a h  Thomas,  The H i s t o r y  o f  Pr i n t i n g  i n  
A m e r i c a ,  2nd e d n . ,  Marcus  A. McCor i scn ,  e d .  ([1874]New
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Y o r k ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  42-E4..
F o s t e r  a p p e a r s  t c  have a c q u i r e d  seme k n c ï l e d g e  o f  
p r i n t i r q  p r i o r  t c  1675 w h i l e  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  
an a l m a n a c ,  which he c o m p i l e d ,  i n  1674; o r  whi le  he was 
a t u t o r  a t  H a r va r d  f rom 1667 t o  1669.  See C h a r l e s  
W e t h e r e l l ,  " John  F e s t e r , "  i n  Benjamin F r a n k l i n ,  V, e d .  , 
B o s t on  P r i n t e r s .  F u b l i s h e r s ,  and B o o k s e l l e r s . 164 0-180 0 
( B o s t o n ,  1980) , 178- 180.
T he r e  i s  a c o n f l i c t  be tween  t h e  Green anc Knee l and  
q e n e o l o g i e s  on t h i s  p o i n t .  The Green  g e n e a l o g y  (Wi l l i am 
C. K i e s s e l ,  "The Green F a m i l y ;  A Dynas ty  o f  P r i n t e r s , "  
New England  H i s t o r i c a l  and G e n e a l o g i c a l  R e g i s t e r . CIV 
( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  81-93)  h a s  E l i z a b e t h  m a r r i e d  t o  Kneel and,  and 
d i s p u t e s  t h e  Kne e l a nd  a c c o u n t  ( S i l l m a n  F o s t e r  Knee l and ,  
Seven  C e n t u r e s  o f  t h e  Knee l and  Fami ly  (New York, 189 7 ) ,  
51 ,  95- 102) which has  Samuel  m a r r y i n g  Eary A lden ,
g r e a t - g r a n d a u g h t e r  o f  John and P r i c i l l a  A lden ,  b e c a u s e ,  
i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  t r e e  s t e m s  hack t o  t o o  
many i l l u s t r i o u s  d e s c e n d a n t s .  Even t a k i n g  t he  Kneel and  
v i e w ,  Samuel  Knee l and  was u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  t h e  son o f  a 
Green  f e m a l e .
The Green p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  New Eng land  t r a d e ,  n e e d l e s s  
t o  s a y ,  ha s  n o t  gone u n n o t i c e d .  S e e ,  f o r  e xa m p le ,  
S t e p h e n  B o t e i n ,  "*Keer  M e c h a n i c s '  and an  Open P r e s s ;  
The B u s i n e s s  and P o l i t i c a l  S t a t e g i e s  o f  C o l o n i a l  
Amer i can  P r i n t e r s , "  Pe r s p e c t i v e s  i n  American H i s t o r y . 
IX (1975) , 152 -153 .
P e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  b a se d  on t h e  number o f  New Eng land  
i m p r i n t s  wi th p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n s  p roduced  from 1700 
t o  1750.  Roughly 309? o f  a l l  i m p r i n t s  have  no p r i n t e r  
d e s i g n a t i o n s  w h a t s o e v e r ,  and ,  w h i l e  a l l  of  t he se  were  
o b v i o u s l y  p r i n t e d ,  no a t t e m p t  has  been made t o  a s s i g n  
them t o  e i t h e r  g ro up .  A breakdown o f  t he  v a r i o u s  
d e s i g n a t i o n s  i s  a s  f o l l o w s ;
D e s i g n a t i o n s No. P e t . Y ea r ly
Avg.
S t d .
Dev.
Media
No D e s i g n a t i o n £07 19.1 18.6 7.  9 18 .4
No P r i n t e r 505 11 .9 11 .0 8 . 7 7 .  9
Gre en  Fami ly 2 ,  167 51 .3 55- 8 18 .5 50 .7
Non-Green 743 17.6 14.6 11.9 12 .4
T o t a l s 4 ,2 22 9 9 . 9 100 .0 - -





a breakdown o f  t h e  Green s h a r e  o f  t h e  New E ng l an d  
p r i n t i n g  market  f o r  t h e  1649-1783 p e r i o d  i s  a s  f o l l o w s ;
D e s i g n a t i o n s No. P e t . Y e a r l y S t d . Median
Avg. Dev
No D e s i g n a t i o n 2,19 7 18.4 16 .0 10.0 15 .8
No P r i n t e r 726 6.1 5 . 8 7 . 6 2 . 9
Green  Family 5 ,09  0 42 .7 58 .4 24 .9 54-4
Non-Green 3,921 32 .9 26 .  1 19.5 14 .9
T o t a l s 11 ,934 100.1 100 .0 — —
I n  C o n n e c t i c u t , c r  a y e a r l y  b a s i s ,  t h e Green £ a v e r a g e d
74.0% (Std . Dev = 33.. 2) o f a l l  i m p r i n t s wi th  g i v e n
p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n s f rom 1708 t o 1783. I n
M a s s a c h u s e t t s a l o n e . t h u s e x c l u d i n g t h e C o n n e c t i c u t
G r e e n s ,  t h a t  a v e r a g e  was 58.  19? (S td .  Dev. = 25.3)
R a t i o s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r a t i o  o f  e i t h e r  Green 
o r  i n v o lv e m e n t  t o  t h e  c o r r e p s o n d i n g  
p r e c e n t a q e .  The r a t i o s  e x c l u d e  t h o s e  y e a r s  i n  
Green f a m i l y  h e l d  a monopoly on t h e  t r a d e  (1 
and t h e  y e a r s  1708,  1710,  and 1712,  when t h e  
so  im ba l a n c ed  t o  t h e  Green f a m i l y  t h a t  an ave 
i n c l u d e d  t h e s e  would he m i s l e a d i n g .  Thus t  
r e p r e s e n t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a t i s t i c .
p r o d u c t i o n  
no n - Gr een  
which t h e  
7C0-1706)  , 
r a t i o s  a r e  
r a ge  which 
he r a t i o s
C h a r l e s  W e t h e r e l l ,  "Timothy Green 
e d . , Bos ton  P r i n t e r s , 245 -248 .
I I , "  i n  F r a n k l i n ,
When Samuel  Knee l and  r e t i r e d  i n  1765,  D a n i e l  and John  
f o r m a l l y  d i s s o l v e d  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p .  Joh n  p r i n t e d  w i t h  
S e t h  Adams (174 0 -1 78 2 ) ,  a f o r m er  Knee l and  a p p r e n t i c e  
and employee ,  u n t i l  1772 when Adams l e f t  t h e  t r a d e .  
D a n i e l  p r i n t e d  a l o n e  f rom 1765 t o  1772,  and t h e n  i n  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  N a t h a n i e l  Dav i s  f rom 1772 t o  1774.  The 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  t h e  two b r o t h e r s  was n o t ,  by 
a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  s t r a i n e d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  an i n s t a n c e  where 
two shops  worked i n  c o n j u n c t i o n .  N a t h a n i e l  Low' s  
a l m a n a c s ,  f o r  examp le ,  were  p r i n t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  by bo t h  
shops  f rom 1766 t o  1770,  and t h en  by Kneel and  and Adams 
i n  1770 and 1771. Both K n ee l an ds  c e a s e d  p r i n t i n g  i n  
1775 w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  w i th  t h e  B r i t i s h  
and n e v e r  resumed b u s i n e s s .
13- Thomas,  H i s t o r y  of  P r i n t i n g . 137.
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C H A P T E R  FO UR
FOUNDATIONS I I
The Middl e  and S o u t h e r n  C o l o n i e s
I n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  and Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  where t h e  A t l a n t i c  
p a t t e r n  o f  growth p r e v a i l e d ,  t h e  demograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
t h e  p r e s s  d i f f e r e d .  I n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  t h e r e  were f a r  
more l o s e r s  t h a n  w i n n e r s  i n  t h e  demograph i c  draw.  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  p r i n t i n g  f a m i l i e s  f a i l e d  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n  t h e  t r a d e  b e c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .  And t h i s  l e d  n o t  s im p ly  t o  
t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of  f a m i l y  l i r e s  b u t ,  c u m u l a t i v e l y ,  t c  a s m a l l  
poo l  o f  t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r s ,  which impeded  t r a d e  g r o w t h .  I n  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  f a m i l y  p o o l s ,  t r a d e s m e n  t u r n e d  t o  more 
" p r o f e s s i o n a l "  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  b o l s t e r  f a i l i n g  f a m i l y  l i n e s ,  
c r e a t i n g  a d u a l  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a d e .  I n  t h e  Midd l e  
c o l o n i e s ,  where  t h e  demograph ic  e x p e r i e n c e  of  t h e  p r e s s  was 
g e n e r a l l y  good ,  t h i s  d u a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i a l  and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  e x i s t e d  f rom t h e  s t a r t .  While  
f a m i l i e s  were ve ry  much a p a r t  o f  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  t r a d e ,  
t h e y  c o e x i s t e d  w i t h  n o r - f a m i l i a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
g r o u p s .
The de m o gr a ph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  in  b o t h  r e g i o n s
92
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g ov e rn ed  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  g r o w t h ,  f o r  w i th  s u r v i v a l  came t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  t r a i r  new men. Yet  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  demograph ic  
s u c c e s s  and a s s o c i a t i c n a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  b o t h  r e g i o n s  s t a n d  i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  New E ng la nd .  Because  o f  bac  demographi c  l u c k ,  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  s o u t h e r n  t r a de sm en  fo rmed  were i n  l a r g e  
measure  a m a t t e r  o f  n e c c e s s i t y -  The i n t e r l o c k i n g  f a m i l y  
a l l i a n c e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  New E ng land  t r a d e  we re ,  i n  
c o n t r a s t ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  a m a t t e r  o f  c h o i c e .  Ye t  i n  bo t h  New 
England  and t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f a m i l y  
growth was t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t r a d e  g r o w t h .  Such was n o t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  where t h e  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  d e m og ra ph i c  s u c c e s s  and  a b l e n d  o f  
f a m i l i a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i e s  gav e  t h e  t r a d e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
e x p a n s i v e  g u a l i t y .  I n  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  t r a d e  growth was 
n e i t h e r  s t u n t e d ,  a s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  n o r  e x c e s s i v e ,  
a s  i n  New Eng land ,  b u t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  
And w h i l e  h e r e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  p r i n t e r s  t r a i n e d  new men, 
h e r e ,  a s  nowhere  e l s e ,  rew men were drawn f r cm n c n - f a m i l i a l  
p o o l s .  The n e t  r e s u l t  was t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  somet imes  l a r g e r  
and more s p a t i a l l y  f a r - f l u n g  n e tw o r k s  of  a s s o c i a t i o n s .
The f i r s t  h a l f  c e n t u r y  o f  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s  was marked by a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  f a i l u r e s -  The f i r s t  
p r i n t e r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  Wi l l iam Nuthead  ( c . 1655-1696)  was an 
a b s o l u t e  l o s e r  i n  t h e  d e m o g r a ph i c  d r aw .  The d e t a i l s  o f
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N u t h e a d ' s  l i f e  and a c t i v i t y  a r e  s p a r s e ,  bu t  i n  1682 he 
a r r i v e d  i n  James town w i t h  h i s  wi f e  Dinah and a p p a r e n t l y  
opened s h o p . [ 1 ] F i n d i n g  h i m s e l f  n o t  wanted ,  he moved i n  1683 
t c  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  Mary l and ,  S t .  Mar y ' s  C i t y .  He d i e d  i n  
1696, l e a v i n g  Dinah w i th  two young c h i l d r e n ,  W i l l i am  and 
S c s a n . [ 2 ]  Dinah moved on t o  Anne Arunde l  County n e a r  
A n n a p o l i s  where s h e  p r i n t e d  f o r  ab o u t  f i v e  months b e f o r e  
r e m a r r y i n g  and s e l l i n g  h e r  p r i n t i n g  eguiproent  t o  W i l l i a m  
B l ade n ,  c l e r k  o f  t h e  Mary l and  Assembly an d ,  f o r  a l l  
p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l .  Ba lden  
was no p r i n t e r ,  b u t  c l e a r l y  i n  r e e d  of  one .  Yet i t  was n o t  
u n t i l  1700 ,  a f u l l  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  o b t a i n i n g  N u t h e a d ’ s 
p r e s s ,  t h a t  he was a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  Thomas Reading  f rom 
England .  Under B l a d e n ' s  s p o n s o r s h i p .  Bead ing  p r i n t e d  u n t i l  
a t  l e a s t  1709 and p r o b a b l y  u n t i l  1713 when he  d i e d .  On h i s  
d e a t h  t h e  e q u i p m en t  r e v e r t e d  t o  Bladen  who, once  a g a i n ,  had 
a p r e s s  b u t  no p r i n t e r ,  a s i t u a t i o n  which d i d  n o t  c h an g e  
b e f o r e  h i s  own d e a t h  i n  1718.  The n e x t  y e a r  Evan J o n e s ,  an 
A n n a p o l i s  m e rc han t  and ,  l i k e  B l ad e n ,  a p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l ,  
seems t o  have  a c q u i r e d  t h e  Nuthead p r e s s .
In 1720,  Jones was i n  the  same p o s i t i o n  in  which Bladen  
had been t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  He had a p r e s s  but  no 
p r i n t e r .  That year ,  however,  John P ete r  Zenger ( 1 6 9 7 - 1 7 4 6 ) ,  
having j u s t  completed an e i g h t  year a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  with  
William Bradford in  New York, s e t t l e d  i n  Kent County,
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Ma ry l an d .  J c n e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  l e a r n i n g  o f  Z e n g e r ' s  p r e s e n c e  
f rom Andrew B r a d f o r d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  seems t o  have  s t r u c k  a 
d e a l  w i t h  Ze n c e r  t c  s e t  up sho p .  But i n  1721 Z e n g e r ' s  wi fe  
o f  one y e a r  d i e d ,  and Zenge r  r e t u r n e d  t o  New York ,  l e a v i n g  
J o n e s ,  a g a i n ,  w i t h  no p r i n t e r .  J o n e s  h i m s e l f  d i e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .
F o r t y  y e a r s  had e l a p s e d  f rom N u t h e a d ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  
James town  i n  1682 t o  J o n e s '  d e a t h  i n  1722,  y e t  no p r i n t i n g  
o p e r a t i o n  had s u r v i v e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  Two of  t h e  
o n ly  t h r e e  p r i n t e r s  i n v o l v e d ,  Nuthead and R e a d i n g ,  had d i e d  
b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  t r a i n  new men.  Z e n g e r ' s  f a i l u r e  to  s t a y  i n  
Maryl and was a l s o  a r e s u l t  o f  a d e a t h .  B l aden  and J o n e s ,  
t o o ,  had  d i ed  b e f o r e  e i t h e r  c o u l d  s e c u r e  p r i n t e r s  t o  c a r r y  
on t h e  t r a d e .  And t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s e c u r e  p r i n t e r s  when 
o p e n i n g s  o c c u r r e d  — a d i r e c t  c o n s e g u e n c e  o f  t h e  absence  o f  
a s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  p o o l  o f  t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r s  —  i n  l a r g e  
p a r t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  r e t a r d e d  g rowth  o f  t h e  t r a d e  in  t h e  
So u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .
I n  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  t o o ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t e r s  d i e d  w i t h i n  
a few y e a r s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s .  Thomas Hhi tmarsh  and 
E l e a z e r  P h i l l i p s ,  J r . , b o t h  open ed  shop i n  C h a r l e s t o n  i n  
173 1, Whi tmar sh  un de r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of  Benj amin  F r a n k l i n ,  
P h i l l i p s ,  u n de r  t h o s e  c f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  E l e a z e r ,  S r .  , a Boston 
b o o k s e l l e r . [ 3 ]  P h i l l i p s  d i e d  w i t h i n  a y e a r ,  Whi tmarsh  w i t h i n  
two.  Yet  h e r e  a c l e a r  l i n k  e x i s t e d  t o  a p o o l  o f  t r a i n e d
L
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p r i n t e r s  w h i c h ,  t c  seme e x t e n t ,  c o u n t e r e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
d e a t h  and a l l o w e d  t h e  t r a d e  t c  c c n t i n u e  i n  t h e  S o u t h . [ 4 ]  
When Whitmarsh d i e d ,  h i s  equ ipm en t  r e v e r t e d  t o  F r a n k l i n  who, 
by v i r t u r e  of  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  was a b l e  t o  f i l l  t h e  v aca ncy  
wi th  a n o t h e r  emp loyee ,  L ou i s  T im o t h y .  While Timothy l i v e d  
u n t i l  on l y  1738,  he had  a w i f e ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  and two s o n s ,  
P e t e r  (b .  c a .  1725) and C h a r l e s . [ 5 ]  On h i s  d e a t h ,  E l i z a b e t h  
c a r r i e d  on t h e  b u s i n e s s  u n t i l  P e t e r  assumed c o n t r o l  i n  1746.  
And when P e t e r  d i e d  i n  1782,  t h e  o n l y  one of  h i s  n i n e  s o n s  
t o  s u r v i v e ,  Benjamin F r a n k l i n  Timothy ( 1 7 7 1 - 1 8 0 7 ) ,  c o n t i n u e d  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  u n t i l  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
The e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  T im c t hy s  c a p t u r e s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  Grounded on 
f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  t r a d e  l a g g e d  b e h i n d  t h e  l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n
b e ca us e  c f  poor  de m ogr ap h i c  l u c k .  The n e t  r e s u l t  was a low 
l e v e l  c f  g rowth  and a low l e v e l  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  Yet  t h e  
Timothys  a l o n e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  m a r g i n a l  demo gr ap h i c  s u c c e s s ,  
were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l m o s t  90 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  C h a r l e s t o n  
i n p r i n t s . [ 6 ]  I n d e e d ,  p r i n t e r s  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  
and An n a p o l i s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  n e a r l y  70 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l
s o u t h e r n  c o l o r i a i  i m p r i n t s . [ 7 ]  And i n  A n n a p o l i s  and
W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  where a l m o s t  50 p e r c e n t  of  a l l  s o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i a l  i m p r i n t s  were  p ro d u c e d ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  c f  t h e  p r e s s  
was much l i k e  i t  was i n  C h a r l e s t o n .
The l e a d i n g  p r i n t e r  i n  t h e  Southern c o l o n i e s ,  Will iam
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P a r k s  ( c . * 69 8 -1 7 50 ) ,  was o n ly  a r e l a t i v e  w i c r e r  i n  t h e  
demograph i c  draw.  He s u r v i v e d  b u t  had no s o n s  who s u r v i v e d  
t o  c a r r y  on h i s  t r a d e .  P a r k s  a r r i v e d  i n  A r n a p o l i s  f rom 
England  l a t e  i n  1725,  a s e a s o n e d  p r i n t e r ,  and beg an  b u s i n e s s  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  I n  1730 he opened  a s e con d  shop  i n  
W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  s p l i t t i n g  h i s  t im e  be twee n  t h e  two o p e r a t i o n s  
u n t i l  1737 when he  s t e p p e d  p r i n t i n g  i n  A n n a p o l i s  and moved 
p e r m a n e n t l y  t c  W i l l i a m s b u r g .
A f t e r  Parks moved t o  W il l ia m sb urg ,  A n nap o l i s  was 
w ithou t  a p r i n t e r  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  1738,  when Jonas Green 
(1712-1767)  opened shop.. How Green happened t c  come t o  
A nnapolis  can o n ly  he su rm ised ,  but  h i s  a r r i v a l  may w e l l  
have stemmed from h i s  —  and Parks'  —  a s s o c i a t i o n  with  
Benjamin F r a n k l in .  Green e n te r e d  the  t r a d e  as  an a p p r e n t i c e  
to  h i s  f a t h e r ,  Timothy Green, i n  New London, C o n n e c t i c u t .  
A fte r  working a year f o r  h i s  b o t h e r ,  Timothy I I ,  and h i s  
u n c le ,  Samuel Kneeland, i n  B oston ,  he went on P h i l a d e l p h i a  
where he worked f o r  both  Andrew Bradford and F r a n k l in .  In 
1737,  F r a n k l in  became p ostm aster  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a p o s i t i o n  
which c r e a t e d  an a s s o c i a t i o n  with P a rk s ,  p o s tm a ster  o f  
W il l ia m s b u r g . [ 8 ]  P a rk s '  dep a r tu re  from A n nap o lis  l e f t  an 
opening which could  o r l y  be f i l l e d  by a t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r ,  and 
Green —  s u r p lu s  i n  the New England p o o l  but  a s c a r c i t y  in  
th e  South — was a v a i l a b l e .  While c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  a t  b e s t ,  
t h e s e  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  as w e l l  as  G re en 's  l a t e r  d e a l i n g s  with
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F r a r k l i n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  p u r c h a s e s  o f  Poor R i c h a r d ' s 
Almanac, s u g g e s t  i t s  p r o b a b i l i t y .
J o n a s  Green ,  l i k e  most  o f  h i s  New Eng land  r e l a t i v e s ,  
was an a b s o l u t e  w in ne r  i n  t h e  demogra ph i c  d r aw.  He l i v e d  and 
had s o n s :  Wi l l i a m  ( 1 7 4 5 - 1 1 7 0 ) ,  F r e d e r i c k  (1 7 5 0 -1 8 1 1 ) ,  and 
Samuel  ( 1 7 5 7 - 1 8 1 1 ) .  Whi le  G r e e n ' s  owr f a m i l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  
most  t o  t h e  g rowth  o f  h i s  b u s i n e s s  and t h e  t r a d e  a t  l a r g e ,  
h i s  n o n - f a m i l i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Wi l l i am  Rind (1733-1774)  
c a n n o t  be  o v e r l o o k e d .  P r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  1740s o r  e a r l y  
1750s Green  t o o k  on R i n d ,  a W i l l i a m s b u r g  n a t i v e ,  a s  an 
a p p r e n t i c e  —  bo th  W i l l i a m  and F r e d e r i c k  b e i n g  t o e  young t o  
be  of  any r e a l  h e l p  i n  t i e  s h o p .  The y e a r  a f t e r  Samuel  was 
b o r n .  Green  and Bind formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  ( p e rh a p s  a form o f  
i n s u r a n c e  f o r  Green i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h i s  d e a t h )  which l a s t e d  
s e v e n  y e a r s .  By t h e  t i n e  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  ended  in  1765 and 
Bind r e t u r n e d  t o  t c  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  G r e e n ' s  o l d e s t  s o n ,  
Wi l l i a m  was tw en ty  and  n e a r l y  r e a d y  t o  j o i n  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  
p a r t n e r s h i p .  Jo n a s  Green d i e d  i n  1767,  and h i s  widow, Anne 
C a t h e r i n e  G r e e n ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  In  1768 she  fo rmed 
a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  W i l l i a m ,  b u t  i n  1770 W i l l i am  d i e d .  Yet 
t h e r e  were  s t i l l  two s u r v i v i n g  Green m a l e s ,  F r e d e r i c k  and 
Samuel ,  a s  w e l l  a s  Anne h e r s e l f -  I n  1770,  Anne and F r e d e r i c k  
formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  A n n e ' s  d e a t h  i n  
1775.  And i n  1777 F r e d e r i c k  e n t e r e d  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  
Samuel ,  t h e n  t w e n t y ,  and t h e  two b r o t h e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r i n t
I
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u n t i l  1811 .  I ven  a f t e r  t h i s ,  F r e d e r i c k ' s  s e n ,  J o n a s ,  
c o n t i n u e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  t r a d e .
The c a r e e r  o f  J o n a s  Green  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  demograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  —  one which 
c o u ld  even  a t s c r f c  t i e  l o s s  o f  a son and  y e t  produce  a 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  At  t h e  same t i m e .  G r e e n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  
r e v e a l s  t h e  t a n g e n t i a l ,  y e t  p r o f o u n d  e f f e c t  on t r a d e  growth 
o f  n o n - f a m i l i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  R ind .  Green 
needed  Rind w h i l e  h i s  s o n s  grew up,  b u t  t h e y  were t h e  
s u c c e s s o r s  t o  h i s  f i r m .  Because  Green won t h e  demographic  
dr aw.  Rind had t c  s t r i k e  c u t  on h i s  own a t  some p e i n t ,  which 
he d id  i n  1165. A n n a p o l i s  was e n t e r i n g  a boom p e r i o d  when 
Rind l e f t ,  b e l y i n g  an? s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  ha rd  t i m e s ,  prompted R i n d ' s  
m c v e . [ 9 ]  And what i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  remember i s  t h a t  Rind was 
a t r a i n e d  p r i n t e r  i n  t h e  p o d  o f  p r i n t e r s  a t  r i s k  t o  e n t e r  
t h e  t r a d e ,  a  p e e l  which grew i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  number o f  
p r i n t e r s  a r o u n d .  The c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  
demograph ic  e x p e r i e n c e s  was t o  p roduce  more p r i n t e r s ,  no t  
s im p ly  by h a v in g  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  by t r a i n i n g  
o t h e r s .  The dynamics  c f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  c an  be s e en  c l e a r l y  i n  
W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  where p r i n t e r s ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  bad demographic  
l u c k ,  t u r n e d  t c  n o n - f a m i l i a l  men.
When W i l l i am  P a r k s  l e f t  A n n a p o l i s  f o r  W i l l i a m s b u r g  i n  
1737,  by a l l  a c c o u n t s  he had o n ly  a s i n g l e  j ourneyman.
i
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Edmund H a l l .  His  o n l y  son ,  W i l l i a m ,  J r .  (b. 1720) may s t i l l  
h ave  been  a l i v e ,  b u t  he did  n o t  s u r v i v e  h i s  f a t h e r .  P a r k s '  
o n l y  o t h e r  c h i l d ,  a d a u g h t e r  Su s an ,  m a r r i ed  John  S h e l t o n ,  a 
p l a n t e r  from Hanover  County ,  V i r g i n i a .  Be fo re  h i s  d e a t h  i n  
1750,  h o w e ve r .  P a r k s  t r a i n e d  a t  l e a s t  two men. One, James  
Davi s  (1721-17E5)  l e f t  W i l l i a m s b u r g  f o r  New Bern,  Nor th  
C a r o l i n a  i n  1749.  The e t h e r ,  Wi l l i am  Hun t e r ,  S r .  | d .  1761 ) ,
r emained  i n  W i l l i a m s b u r g  and su c ce ed e d  Pa r ks .
H u n t e r  l i v e d  u n t i l  176 1 and had a son ,  W i l l i am ,  J r . ,  
who l i v e d  t c  p r a c t i c e  the  t r a d e .  But  Hunter  a l s o  had two 
s i s t e r s ,  E l i z a b e t h  and Fosanna .  I n  1749,  E l i z a b e t h  m a r r i e d  
J chn  H o l t  (1721-1784)  vho would l a t e r  e n t e r  t h e  t r a d e  unde r  
t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  James  P a r k e r ,  F r a r k l i n ' s  New York p a r t n e r  
and l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n d .  H u n t e r ,  h i m s e l f ,  m a r r i e d  a H o l t .  
Be fore  H u n t e r ' s  d e a t h ,  h i s  o t h e r  s i s t e r  m a r r i e d  Jo s ep h  Boyle  
(d. 176 6 ) ,  a f o r m e r  a p p r e n t i c e  and foreman o f  H u n t e r ' s  shop
from 1758 t o  1761.  When Hunte r  d i e d  i n  1761, t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
h i s  son was e n t r u s t e d  t o  Rosanna  and Jo s ep h  Boyle  who r an  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  Wi l l i a m ,  J r .  H u n t e r ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  F r a n k l i n  was a l s o  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  on 
s e c u r i n g  a f u t u r e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  f o r  h i s  ycung son .  From 1761 
t o  1774,  W i l l i am ,  J r .  l i v e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  wi th  F r a n k l i n ,  
who e d u c a t e d  him,  and t h e n  s e c u r e d  an a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  f c r  him 
wi th  h i s  f e r m e r  p a r t n e r  David H a l l . [ 1 0 ]  Thus wh i l e  d e a t h  had 
i n t e r v e n e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  Hunte r  t r a d e ,  t h e  e f f o r t s
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of  f a m i l y  worked t o  m od e r a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s .
I n  1765,  Jo sep h  Eo y l e  became s e r i o u s l y  i l l ,  l e a v i n g  
Bosanna  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  b u s i n e s s  by h e r s e l f .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  
Bcsanna  formed  a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  A l e x a n d e r  E u r d i e ,  an 
im m ig ra n t  f rcm S c o t l a n d .  The n e x t  y e a r  Boyl e  d i e d ,  l e a v i n g  
Bosanna w i t h  t h e  bu rden  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  t r a d e .  John  
Dixon (d.  179 1) ,  a f i i l l i a m s b u r g  n a t i v e  and a p p a r e n t l y  an
a p p r e n t i c e  o f  H u n t e r ' s  and B o y l e ' s ,  m a r r i e d  E o s a n r a  i n  1766,  
and u n t i l  1774,  p r i n t e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  F u r d i e .  I n  
1774,  Wi l l i a m  Hu n te r ,  J r .  r e t u r n e d  f rom P h i l a d e l p h i a  and 
e n t e r e d  i n t c  p a r t e r s i i p  w i t h  D ixcc .  I n  1768 o r  1769, John  
Dixon ,  J r .  had been b o r n ,  and s o ,  i n  1774,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  c f  t h e  Hu n t e r -D ix on  f a m i l y  t r a d e  seemed 
good.
The r e l a t i v e l y  complex  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n t s  between t h e  
d e a t h  o f  Wi l l i am H u n t e r ,  S r .  i n  1761 and t h e  r e t u r n  o f  
Wi l l i am ,  J r .  t o  W i l l i a m s b u r g  i n  1774 d e m o n s t r a t e s  n o t  on l y  
t h e  i m p a c t  o f  d e a t h  bu t  a l s o ,  a s  i n  s c  many i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  
p e r s o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  t c  s e c u r e  a f u t u r e  f o r  
t h e  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  C l e a r l y  Bosanna (Hunter )  Hoyle  
Dixon s u c c e e d e d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r  h e r  nephew,  
W i l l i a m ,  J r .  J u s t  a s  c l e a r l y  t o o .  H u n t e r ' s  n o n - f a m i l i a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Benjamin F r a n k l i n  p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t .  In  
t andem,  t h ey  o f f e r  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  i m p l i c t  g o a l  o f  
c o n t i n u i n g  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  S t r a t e g y  and g o a l  would be
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p a r t i a l l y  un d c re  i n  1779 when W i l l i am  H u n t e r ,  J r . ,  embraced  
t h e  l o y a l i s t  c a u s e .  Bu t  by t h e n  Dixon had a son o f  h i s  own 
t c  p r o v i d e  f o r ,  and s c  t o o k  i n  Thomas N i c o l s o n  a s  a p a r t n e r  
much l i k e  J o n a s  Green  had t a k e n  on W i l l i am  B ind .
The e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  H u n t e r s  i s  no i s o l a t e d  example  o f  
e i t h e r  d e a t h  o r  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  t r a d e .  I n  1765,  t h e  
y e a r  J o s e p h  Beyl e  f e l l  i l l ,  Wi l l i am  Bind  r e t u r n e d  t o  
W i l l i a m s b u r g .  From 1766 t o  1773 he p r i n t e d  a l o n e .  On h i s  
d e a t h  i n  1773,  h i s  widow, C l e m e n t i n e  B ind ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  f o r  a y e a r  b e f o r e  she  d i e d  i n  1774.  And t h e r e  was 
A l ex and e r  P u r d i e  who had met an u r g e n t  need o f  t h e  Hu n t e r  
f a m i l y .  Eut  P u r d i e  h i m s e l f  had f a m i l y ;  w h e t h e r  a c q u i r e d  i n  
W i l l i a m s b u r g  c r  f rom h i s  homeland o f  S c o t l a n d  i s  unknown.  
J c h n  C l a r k s o n ,  who be gan  t o  p r i n t  wi th  P u r d i e  i r  1775,  was 
P u r d i e ' s  nephew.  And when P u r d i e  d i e d  i n  1779,  C l a r k s o n  
formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  A u g u s t i n e  Da v i s  (d.  1825) who 
f i l l e d  t h e  vacancy  c r e a t e d  by t h e  u n c l e ' s  d e a t h .
The c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  t h e  W i l l i a m s b u r g  p r i n t e r s  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p a t t e r n  o f  t r a d e  g rowth i n  t h e  
So u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  Because  o f  bad  demo gra ph i c  l u c k ,  t h e  
p r e s s  f o u n d e r e d .  The d e a t h  c f  p r i n t e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  i n t e r v e n e d  
i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  f a m i l y  l i n e s  and f o r c e d  s u r v i v i n g  
t r ade sm en  and t r adewcmen t o  t u r n  t o  n o n - f a m i l i a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Much l i k e  t h e  Greens  i n  New Eng land ,  t h e  
Hunte r -D ixon  p r i n t e r s  formed f a m i l i a l  a l l i a n c e s ,  p r i n t i n g  i n
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
103
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  f a n i l y  members a n d ,  t h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e ,  
b r i n g i n g  n o n - f a m i l i a l  a s s o c i a t e s  i n t o  t he  f a m i l y  f o l d .  Yet 
nowhere  i n  t h e  S o u t h  d i d  t h i s  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  g r o s s
demograph ic  s u c c e s s .  Where p r i n t e r s  e x p e r i e n c e d  good 
demograph ic  l u c k ,  such a s  t h e  Greens  i n  A n n a p o l i s  o r  t h e  
D a v i s e s  i n  New B e r n ,  t h e  t r a d e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  grow and expand 
i n  s t e p  w i th  t h e  l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f o r  wi th  s u r v i v a l  came
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a i n  new p r i n t e r s .  But  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e
growth o f  t he  t r a d e  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  was s t u n t e d .
What s e p a r a t e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  demograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  f rom t h a t  o f  i t s  s o u t h e r n  
c o u n t e r p a r t  was t e t t e r  l u c k .  I n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  t h e r e  
were more w i n n e r s  t h a n  l o s e r s  i n  t h e  demograph ic  draw.  But 
h e r e ,  f a m i l y  was n o t  synonymous wi th s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e .  
While f a m i l i e s  were t h e  r u l e ,  t h e y  c o - e x i s t e d  w i th
n o n - f a m i l i a l ,  more p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  b a s e d  t r a d e  g r o u p s .  T h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  b e h a v i o r ,  which can  be t e r m e d  t h e  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t y l e , "  c o n s t i t u t e s  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  i n  t i e  Middle  c o l o n i e s .
The e x i s t e n c e  o f  b o t h  " p r o f e s s i o n a l "  and " f a m i l i a l "  
s t y l e s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  t h e  g rowth  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  
t h e  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  in  two ways .  F i r s t  and 
f o r e m o s t ,  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  t r a d e s m e n  t o  form p r o f e s s i o n a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  even  wher f a m i l y  was a v a i l a b l e  gave  t h e  t r a d e
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an e x p a n s i v e  q u a l i t y  t h a t  was l a c k i n g  i n  the  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  
The b a s i c  dynamic o f  g rowth  was t h e  same he re  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  
b u t  when p r i n t e r s  t r a i n e d  new men i n s t e a d  of  s o n s ,  t h o s e  new 
men would s e t  up b u s i n e s s  cn t h e i r  own, o f t e n  e l s e w h e r e .  
Thus t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  beyond major c e n t e r s  was 
enhanced  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were fewer  f a m i l i a l  t i e s  
k e e p i n g  new p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  same l o c a l e s .  The s econd  r e a s o n  
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  e lement  of  growth  i s ,  
t c  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  a c o r o l l a r y  o f  t he  f i r s t .  Because  
t r a d e s m e n  d i d  not  r e l y  on f a m i l y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  d id  
i n  New E ng lan d ,  t h e  t r a d e  was more open i n  t he  s e n s e  t h a t  a 
w i de r  v a r i e t y  c f  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  were 
i n v o l v e d .  Some had f a m i l i e s  and  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  
c a r e e r s  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  f a m i l i a l  s t y l e .  But  o t h e r s ,  p e rh a p s  i n  
i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who had t r a i n e d  them,  p u r s u e d  c a r e e r s  
marked by t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e .
T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  say t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e  d i d  no t  
e x i s t  i n  New England c r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  f o r  i t  d i d .  
Yet  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  t r a d e  i n  both r e g i o n s  was 
f a m i l y  and f a m i l i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  I n  New England  and t h e  
S ou th e r n  c o l o n i e s  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f a m i l y  growth was t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t r a d e  growth-  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  demographic  f o r t u n e s  of  
f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s  were c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  g rowth  
o f  t h e  t r a d e .  Yet  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  of  g e n e r a l l y  good 
demograph i c  l uck  and t h e  b l e n d  c f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and f a m i l i a l
I
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s t y l e s  s e t  t h e  Middle c o l o n i e s  a p a r t .
The s t c r y  o f  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s  i s  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  t h e  t r a d e  in  P h i l d e l p h i a  and New York.  F u l l y  87 
p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  was done i n  t h e s e  two 
l o c a l e s .  Of t h e  two t owns ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s u r p a s s e d  New York 
i n  p r o d u c t i o n  by a r a t i o  o f  n e a r l y  t w o - t o - o n e .  In  on ly  t h r e e  
o t h e r  l o c a l e s  —  Germantown and L a n c a s t e r  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  
and Wi lmington  i n  De l aware  — did p r o d u c t i o n  amount  t o  more 
t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  b e f o r e  
1783 . f113  The f a c t  t h a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and New York domina t ed  
p r i n t i n g  may e x p l a i n  i n  p a r t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e .  These  were t h e  two g r e a t  s e a p o r t  towns 
o f  t h e  American c o l o n i e s ,  and  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  economic 
d i v e r s i t y  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  may we l l  have  
worked a g a i n s t  t h e  c l e a r l y  more t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l i a l  s t y l e .  
Eut  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  b eca us e  b o t h  New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a  
dev e lo ped  w i t h i n  an a t c m o s p h e r e  o f  s h i f t i n g  economic  and 
p o l i t i c a l  t i d e s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t r a d e  grew i n  such  a s t e a d y  and even  manner makes t h e  
demographi c  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  growth a l l  t h e  more 
p r o n o u n c e d . f  12]
P r i n t i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
f a m i l i a l  s t y l e s  began  when Wi l l i am B r a d f o r d  I  J 1663-1752) 
imm ig ra t ed  t c  P h i l d e l p h i a  i n  1685 and l a u n c h e d  a c a r e e r  t h a t  
would l a s t  n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s .  B r a d f o r d ,  a c l e a r  winne r  i n
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t h e  de m og ra p h i c  d r a t ,  had two s o n s ,  Andrew ( c . 1686-1742)  and 
Wi l l i am I I  ( c . 16 88 - 1 7 5 9 ) ,  b u t  o n l y  Andrew f o l l o w e d  h i s  
f a t h e r  i n  t h e  t r a d e ;  Wi l l i am  I I  became a p e w t e r e r .  W i l l i a m  
I I ' s  s o n ,  Wi l l i am I I I  (172 1 - 1 7 91 ) ,  ho weve r ,  t ook  up t h e  
t r a d e ,  a s  d id  h i s  s en  Ihcmas  (1 7 4 5 - 1 8 3 8 ) .
The E r a d f c r d  f a m i l y  t r a d e  sp an ned  both  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  
New York.. A f t e r  p r i n t i n g  f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
B r a d fo r d  moved t c  New York i n  1 6 9 3 . [ 1 3 ]  I n  17C9 Wi l l i am  I  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  Andrew,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  
Andrew opened shop i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  s t i l l  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  
w i t h  W i l l i a m .  In  1712 t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  was f o r m a l l y  d i s s o l v e d  
b u t  f a t h e r  and son m a i n t a i n e d  a work ing  a r r a n g e m e n t  u n t i l  a t  
l e a s t  1728 and p r o b a b l y  b e y o n d . [ 1 4 ]  Andrew B r a d f o r d  had o n l y  
one son ,  who d i e d  i n  i n f a n c y .  To f i l l  t h e  gap he  t ook  i n  a s  
a p p r e n t i c e  h i s  nephew,  Wi l l i a m  I I I ,  somet ime i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1730s.  I n  1739,  t h e  two men e n t e r e d  i n t c  p a r t n e r s h i p .  L a t e  
t h a t  y e a r ,  how eve r ,  And rew ' s  wi fe  d i e d ,  and i n  1740 he  
m a r r i e d  C o r n e l i a  Smi th ,  a move which s t r a i n e d  f a m i l y  
r e l a t i o n s  t c  t h e  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t . [ 1 5 ]  Andrew and W i l l i a m  
d i s s o l v e d  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  and Wi l l i am opened h i s  own 
shop.  Andrew d i ed  i n  1742,  l e a v i n g  C o r n e l i a  w i t h  a b u s i n e s s  
she  t r i e d  t o  c c n t i n u e ,  f i r s t  wi th I s a i a h  Warner  f r cm  1742 t o  
1744,  and  t h e n  a l o n e  u n t i l  1751.  But  w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
f a m i ly  h e l p ,  de n i e d  her  by t h e  r i f t ,  h e r  e f f o r t s  b o r e  l i t t l e  
f r u i t  and  she  f i n a l l y  q u i t  t h e  t r a d e .  W i l l i a m  I I I ,
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m ean wh i l e ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r i n t ,  an d  i n  1766 e n t e r e d  i n t o  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  s e n ,  Thomas.  And when W i l l i a m  r e t i r e d  
i n  1730, Thomas assumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  which he 
c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  t h i r d  decade  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
I n  New York,  t h e  B r a d f o r d  t r a d e  spawned t h e  Z e n g e r  
f a m i l y  t r a d e  t h r o u g h  Wi l l i am  I ' s  s u r v i v a l  and h i s  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t a k e  i n  n o n - f a m i l i a l  men. The y e a r  a f t e r  
Andrew B r a d f o r d  l e f t  New York f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Wi l l i a m  I  
t oo k  i n  a s  an a p p r e n t i c e  John P e t e r  Z en ge r .  Zenge r  moved on 
t o  A n n a p o l i s  i n  1719,  b u t  r e t u r n e d  i n  1721 and p r o b a b l y  
worked f o r  B r a d fo r d  u n t i l  1725 when t h e  two men formed  a 
p a r t n e r s h i p .  A f t e r  a y e a r  Zenge r  opened  h i s  owr sh o p ,  t h e  
second i n  town.  Whi le  Z e n c e r  had f i v e  c h i l d r e n ,  he s u r v i v e d  
l o n g  enough t o  t r a i n  c r l y  one  son  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1746.  
Z e n g e r ' s  widow, C a t h e r i n e ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f o r  h e r  
s o n ,  J o h n ,  p r i n t i n g  a l o n e  f o r  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  r e l i g u i s h i n g  
t h e  p r e s s  t o  John i n  1748.  A f t e r  o n l y  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  h o w e ve r ,  
Jchn  d i e d ,  and t h e  Zenger  f a m i l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  f rom the  t r a d e .
L ik e  Wi l l i am  B r a d f o r d  I ,  t h e  o t h e r  ma jo r  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  
New York t r a d e  a l l  d i s p l a y ,  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s ,  t h e  b l e n d  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  and f a m i l i a l  s t y l e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s  t r a d e ,  W i l l i a m  Weyman (d. 1768) had no s o n s  
and on ly  one p a r t n e r s h i p  d u r i n g  h i s  t w e n t y  y e a r  c a r e e r .  Hugh 
Ga ine  (1726-1807)  and James  R i v i n g t o n  (1724-1802 )  b o t h  had 
s o n s ,  b u t  none f o l l o w e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  Jo h n
I
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H clt  (1721-1784)  p a r la y e d  t h e  two t y p e s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n t o  
a s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  t h a t  l a s t e d  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  A product o f  
the  Hunter-Cixon f a m i ly  i n  W ill iamsburg (Holt  married  
William H u n ter ’ s s i s t e r  E l i z a b e t h ) ,  and the  b u s i n e s s  o f  
James Parker ( 1 7 1 4 -1 7 7 0 ) ,  H c l t  p r in t e d  in  p a r t n e r s h ip  with  
Parker,  Will iam Goddard ( 1 7 4 0 - 1 8 1 7 ) ,  and h i s  own so n ,  John 
Hunter H c l t  (d. 178 7 ) .  But i t  i s  James Parker — n e x t  t o
Will iam Bradford I  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  more New York p r i n t i n g  
than any o th e r  man —  vho e x e m p l i f i e s  th e  com binat ion  o f  
s t y l e s  as  w e l l  as t h e  e x p a n s iv e  q u a l i t y  o f  the Middle 
c o l o n i e s  t r a d e .
P a r k e r  began  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  1726 a s  an a p p r e n t i c e  t o  
Wi l l i am B r a d f o r d .  I n  1733 ,  however ,  he  r a n  away t o  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  where Benj amin  F r a n k l i n  t o o k  him i n ,  employed 
him,  and i n  1741 s e t  him up i n  b u s i n e s s  i n  New York.  P a r k e r  
m a r r i e d  b u t  had o n ly  cne  s o n ,  Samuel  F r a n k l i n  P a r k e r  
( c . 1 746 -1 779 ) ,  b u t  i n  a d d i t i o n  a nephew,  Samuel P a r k e r
( d . c . 1 7 7 5 ) . While  b o t h  would e n t e r  t h e  t r a d e  un de r  P a r k e r ' s  
t u t e l a g e ,  most c f  P a r k e r ' s  b u s i n e s s  was co n d u c t ed  i n  c o n c e r t  
wi th  o t h e r  men. The re  was F r a n k l i n ,  who had g i v e n  P a r k e r  h i s
s t a r t  and t c  whom he a l w a y s  r ema ine d  c l o s e .  But  most  were
younge r  t r a d e s m e n  who P a r k e r  t r a i n e d ,  emp loyed ,  c r  p r i n t e d  
wi th  w h i l e  h i s  son  and nephew grew up- From 1745 t o  1752 
P a r k e r  emp loyee  Hugh G a i n e ,  a n d ,  a t  t h e  same t ime  t r a i n e d
F r a r k l i n ' s  nephew,  Ben j amin  Mecom ( 17 32 - c .  1776) . When Gaine
I
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opened b u s i n e s s  f o r  h i i s e l f  i n  1752,  P a r k e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  s i t h  H i l l i a n  Weyman t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1759.  In  
1754,  P a r k e r  opened tvic a d d i t i o n a l  shops ,  one i n  Mew Haven,  
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and a n o t h e r  i n  h i s  hometown c f  Hoodhr idge ,  Mew 
J e r s e y .  I n  New Haven,  P a r k e r  employed Thomas Green and John 
H o l t ,  and t r a i n e d  Wi l l i a m  Goddard (1746-1817) .  I n  S oo db r i dg e  
he  t r a i n e d  h i s  son .  From 1760 t o  1762 i n  New York,  P a r k e r  
p r i n t e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  H o l t  and h i s  nephew worked f o r  
H o l t .  By 1766,  Weyman, Ga ine ,  and Hol t  had a l l  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  
own b u s i n e s s e s  i n  New York,  and Samuel  F r a n k l i n  P a r k e r  had 
assumed t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  New York shop.  Having c l o s e d  
t h e  New Haven o p e r a t i o n  i n  1764, P a r k e r  opened a n o t h e r  shop 
i n  B u r l i n g t o n ,  New J e r s e y  i n  1765.  By t h e n  i t  would a p p e a r ,  
h i s  nephew Samuel  was o l d  enough t o  t a k e  i t  on.
W i th in  P a r k e r ' s  myr i ad  v e n t u r e s  i s  a p a t t e r n  t h a t  
i l l u s t r a t e s  no t  o n l y  t he  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and f a m i l i a l  s t y l e s  of  
t r a d e  b e h a v i o r ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  i m p a c t  which t h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  
had on g ro w t h .  P a r k e r  c l e a r l y  t r i e d  t o  s e cu r e  a f u t u r e  i n  
t h e  t r a d e  f o r  h i s  son and nephew.  Yet i n  t h e  t im e  b e f o r e  
t h e y  were  o l d  enough t o  assume  t h e  management of  a sho p ,  
P a r k e r  t u r n e d  t o  o t h e r  men — G a i n e ,  Weyman, and Hol t  — t o  
keep  h i s  b u s i n e s s  go ing  and growing -  His  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i th  
t h e s e  men, and F r a n k l i n ,  were a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  n o n - f a m i l i a l  
t i e s . r 16 1 And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P a r k e r  opened  a d d i t i o n a l  sh o p s  
r e v e a l s  t h e  t a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
In o
t c  e x pa nd .  With h i s  B s m  York shop i n  t h e  hands  c f  Weyman, 
P a r k e r  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t c  c p e r  t h e  Hcod b r idge  shop .  When Weyman 
s e t  o u t  cn h i s  own. Hol t  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t a k e  h i s  p l a c e .  
The New Haven shop was c r i g i n a l l y  F r a n k l i n ' s  p l a n ,  d e s i g n e d  
f o r  h i s  nephew Heccm. But  when Meccm and F r a n k l i n ' s  o t h e r
nephew,  James  F r a n k l i n ,  J r . ,  t u r n e d  i t  dcwn, P a r k e r  t o o k  i n  
o n . [ 1 7 ]  Whether  P a r k e r  would have opened a l l  t h e s e  shops  
w i t h o u t  e i t h e r  t h e  p u l l  of  a s s o c i a t e s  such  a s  F r a n k l i n  and 
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e t h e r s  such  a s  Weyman and H c l t ,  o r  t h e  
push o f  f a n i l y  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y .  Yet  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  
t h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  which n a r k s  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  t r a d e .
The p r e s e n c e  and i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  f a m i l i a l  s t y l e  
c an no t  be o v e r l o o k e d  f o r  i t  i s  an a s  much a p a r t  o f  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  a s  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e .  James  Adams ( c . 1724 -1792 ) ,  t h e  f i r s t  
p r i n t e r  i n  D e l a w a r e ,  i s  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t ,  f o r  he s t r v i v e d  and 
had s o n s  who f o l l o w e d  him i n  t h e  t r a d e .  Born i n  I r e l a n d ,
Adams i m m i g ra t e d  t o  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n  1753,  worked f o r  
Benjamin F r a c k l i n  anc David H a l l ,  and i n  1760 moved t o  
Wi l im ing ton  and opened shop.  Adams m a r r i e d  and had f o u r  s on s  
and t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s .  His  o l d e s t  s o n ,  Hans,  was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
American R e v o l u t i o n ,  t u t  h i s  t h r e e  o t h e r  s o ns  —  James ,  J r . ,  
J c h n ,  and  Samuel  —  a l l  e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  
1788 when t h e i r  f a t h e r  r e t i r e d .  Ye t  be tween  t h e  t ime Adams
began t o  p r i n t  and t h e  t ime  h i s  s o ns  were o l d  enough t o  be
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o f  any r e a l  h e l p ,  Adams,  l i k e  P a r k e r ,  t u r n e d  t o  o t h e r  young 
men. The f i r s t  u a s  I s a a c  C o l l i n s  (1746-1816)  vho Adams t o o k
i n  a s  a p p r e n t i c e  i n  1760.  When h i s  t i m e  was up i n  1767,
C o l l i n s  went  t c  W i l l i a m s b u r g  where he worked f o r  W i l l i a m  
B ind ,  and  t h e n  t o  P h i l a d a l p h i a  where he worked a s  a 
j ourneyman f o r  W i l l i a m  Goddard u n t i l  1769, and t h e n  w i t h
Jos eph  Crukshank  (1 7 4 6 - 1 8 3 9 ) .  I n  1770,  t h e  yea r  J a n e s  P a r k e r  
d i e d ,  C o l l i n s  moved t o  B u r l i n g t o n ,  New J e r s e y  and opened  
shop .  The n e x t  y e a r  he m a r r i e d  E a c h e l  Budd by whom he had 
f i v e  d a u g h t e r s  and  s i x  s o n s ,  a l l  of  whom c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  
t r a d e .
A v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  be longed t c  C o l l i n s '  
s u c c e s s o r  a p p r e n t i c e  i n  W ilmington,  Shepard K c l lo c k  
( 1 7 5 0 -1 8 3 9 ) ,  who began h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  1766.  A f t e r  s e r v i n g  
in  th e  R e v o lu t io n  frcm 1776 t o  1779,  K ollock  opened shop i n  
Chatham, New J e r s e y .  In 1777 he had married Susan Arnett  by 
whom he had s i x  d a u g h te rs  and two s o n s .  Both s e n s  e n t e r e d  
the  t r a d e ,  but sc  to o  did K o l l o c k ' s  young b r o t h e r - i n - l a w .  
S h e l l y  A r n e t t .  K o l lo ck  took  in  A rnett  as an a p p r e n t i c e  in
1779,  and i n  1783,  A rnet t  su c c e e d e d  t o  th e  shop i n  Chatham 
when K o l lo c k  moved cn to  New York. Thus two more f a m i l i e s  
en ter ed  th e  t r a d e  under t h e  t u t e l e q e  o f  James Adams, good 
demographic lu c k ,  and an i m p l i c i t  commitment t o  m a in t a in in g  
fa m i ly  i n  the t r a d e .
Family  was t h e  r u le  in  Germantown where t h r e e
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g e n e r a t i o n s  of  Sower p r i n t e r s  do m in a t ed  t h e  German l a n g u a g e  
p r e s s . r 18]  The f i r s t  was C h r i s t o p h e r  I  ( 1 6 9 4 - 1 7 5 8 ) ,  who 
i m m ig r a t ed  t o  P e n n s ^ l a v a n i a  f rcm Germany i n  1724 w i t h  h i s  
wi f e  and young s o n ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  I I  ( 17 2 1 - 1 79 1 ) .  Kc t r a i n e d  
p r i n t e r ,  b u t  a wa tchmaker  by t r a d e .  Sower c o n s t r u c t e d  a 
p r e s s  and began  p r i n t i n g  i n  1738.  Sower I  s u r v i v e d  t o  t r a i n  
h i s  son  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  who i n  t u r n  l i v e d  t c  have  f o u r
s e n s — C h r i s t o p h e r  I I I  ( 1 7 54 -1 79 9 ) ,  P e t e r  ( 1 75 9 - 1 78 5 ) ,  
David ( 1 7 6 4 - 1 8 3 5 ) ,  and Samuel  (1767-1820)  —  a l l  o f  whom 
e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e .  I n  1776,  C h r i s t o p h e r  I I  r e t i r e d  and 
C h r i s t o p h e r  I I I  assumed management  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s ,  
and t h e  n e x t  y e a r  e n t e r e d  i n t c  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  h i s  b r o t h e r  
P e t e r .  Both C h r i s t o p h e r  I I I  and P e t e r  c h o s e  t h e  l o y a l i s t
s i d e  i n  t h e  B e v o l u t i c n ,  a move which d rove  them from
Germantown t c  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1777,  t o  New York i r  1778,  and 
f i n a l l y ,  i n  1783,  t o  New B r u n s w i c k ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  where  
C h r i s t o p h e r  p r i n t e d  u n i t l  1799.  P e t e r  went t o  t h e  West 
I n d i e s  where he d i e d  i n  1785.  But t h e  two o t h e r  Sower 
b r o t h e r s  b o t h  e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  a f t e r  t h e  war ;  David  i n  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  and Samuel  i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  where t h e  Sower f a m i l y  
t r a d e  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  n i d - n i n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
I n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  ma jo r  p r i n t i n g  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  f a m i l i e s  e x i s t e d  s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  
n o n - f a m i l i a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and a s s o c i a t i c n a l  s t y l e s  v a r i e d  
f rom t h e  t o t a l l y  f a m i l i a l  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i v e l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l .
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Henr i ch  M i l l e r  ( 1 7 0 2 - 1 7 8 2 ) ,  f o r  e x a n p l e ,  p r i n t e d  * i t h  o n l y  
Samuel  H o l l a n d  ( d . c .  1753) f rcm 1751 t o  1752, bu t  ï o r k e d  f o r  
b o t h  F r a n k l i n  and Wi l l i am  B r a d f o r d  b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  b u s i n e s s  
cn h i s  own. E o b e r t  B e l l  (c .  1 731 -1 784 ) ,  had no p a r t n e r s  
d u r i n g  h i s  c a r e e r .  E o b e r t  A i t k e n  (1735-1802)  p r i n t e d  w i th  
o n l y  one p a r t n e r  i n  h i s  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r  c a r e e r ,  h i s  s o n ,  
B c b e r t  A i t k e n ,  J r .  ( 1 7 6 7 - 1 8 2 3 ) .  Eavid  H a l l  (c.  1714-1772)  , 
F r a r k l i n ' s  p a r t n e r  f rcm 1748 t o  1765,  had two s e n s ,  Dav id ,  
J r .  (c .  1755-1821)  and Wi l l i am  ( d . c ,  1827 ) ,  who f o l l o w e d  t h e i r  
f a t h e r  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  And Wi l l i am  S e l l e r s  (c.  1725-1804 ) ,  
H a l l ' s  p a r t n e r  a f t e r  F r a n k l i n ,  c o n t i n u e d  i n  b u s i n e s s  w i th  
t h e  two young H a l l s  a f t e r  Da v id ,  S r , ' s  d e a t h ,  a s  d i d  h i s  
s o n ,  W i l l i a m  S e l l e r s ,  J r .
The c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  s t y l e s  and  t h e  e x p a n s i v e  q u a l i t y  o f  
t h e  Midd l e  c o l o n i e s  t r a d e  i s  nowhere  more e v i d e n t  t h a n  i n  
t h e  c a r e e r  o f  Benjamin F r a n k l i n .  The d e t a i l s  o f  F r a n k l i n ' s  
l i f e  we have  s e en  b e f o r e ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  a t  l a r g e ,  and n o t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  o t h e r  men.
Moreo ve r ,  b e c a u s e  F r a n k l i n  was t h e  l e a d i n g  p r i n t e r  i n  t h e  
Middl e  c o l o n i e s  —  and ,  i n d e e d ,  r a n k e d  s econd  o n l y  t o
Bar tho lomew Green ,  S r .  i n  t o t a l  c o l o n i a l  p r i n t i n g  —  h i s
e x p e r i e n c e  i s  of  no s m a l l  i m p o r t a n c e .  A r e c a s t i n g  of  
F r a r k l i n ' s  a c t i v i t y  —  i n  tandem wi th  James
B a r k e r ' s  — i l l u s t r a t e s  s o m e th i ng  o f  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  
t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  —  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and t h e
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ne two rks  t h e y  formed.
I l l u s t r a t i o n  4 .1  p r e s e n t s ,  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f o rm ,  a 
s c h e m a t i c  view o f  t h e  majo r  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  F r a n k l i n  and 
P a r k e r  p o s s e s s e d .  The s o l i d  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  i n d i c a t e  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  t h e  da shed  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s  work ing  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  be tween i n d i v i d u a l s .  F r a n k l i n ' s  " a c t i v i t y  
l i n e , "  f o r  example ,  r u n s  f r cm 1728,  when he  opened h i s  own 
sh op ,  t o  1765,  when he ended  h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Eavid  H a l l  
and r e t i r e d  from t h e  t r a d e .  Two " a s s o c i a t i c n a l  l i n e s "  
c o n n e c t  F r a n k l i n  and H a l l  a t  t h e  s t a r t  and end of  t h e i r  
p a r t n e r s h i p .  F r a n k l i n ' s  and P a r k e r ' s  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  major  c a r e e r  e v e n t s ,  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  a lon g  t h e s e  
a c t i v i t y  l i n e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  a s s o c i a t e s  who 
r ema ine d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and New York a r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d ,  
a l t h o u g h  n e t  i n  as  much d e t a i l .  While  a b s t r a c t ,  t h i s  
s c h e m a t i c  view a l l o w s  seme o f  t h e  t a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
t h e  t r a d e  t o  be s een  i n  a way n e t  p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e .
Th ree  major  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  t r a d e  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d .  The 
f i r s t  i s  t h e  b a s i c  dy ramic  of  t r a d e  growth  —  t h a t  s u r v i v i n g  
p r i n t e r s  t r a i n e d  new men and t h u s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p o o l  o f  
p r i n t e r s  a t  r i s k  t c  p r i n t .  I n  t u r n ,  F r a n k l i n  took  i n  and 
t h e n  d i s p a t c h e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  Thomas Whi tmar sh ,  Lewis  T imothy ,  
James  P a r k e r ,  J o n a s  Gre en ,  J ames  F r a n k l i n ,  J r . ,  Eavid  H a l l ,  
and James  Adams. S i m i l a r l y ,  P a r k e r  t o o k  i n  Benjamin Mecom, 
Hugh G a i n e ,  Wi l l i am Weyman, J c h n  H c l t ,  and h i s  s e n ,  Samuel
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r r a n k l i n  P a r k e r .  Of n c t e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth t r a n s i t i o n  
be tween  one  man ' s  e x i t  and a n o t h e r ' s  e n t r a n c e .  With 
f r a n k l i n ,  f o r  examp le ,  P a r k e r  e n t e r e d  when Timothy l e f t .  The 
same i s  t r u e  f o r  P a r k e r .  When Meccm l e f t  f o r  An t ig ua  and 
Gaine  opened shop,  P a r k e r  a p p r e n t i c e d  h i s  nephew and formed  
a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Weyman. With Beyman i n  t h e  f o l d ,  P a r k e r  
opened o f f i c e s  i n  Wcocfcridge and New Haven.  When Reyman s e t  
up shop .  Ho l t  was r e c a l l e d  f rom New Haven.  And when H o l t  
began b u s i n e s s  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  Samuel  F r a n k l i n  P a r k e r  assumed 
t h e  management o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  New York sh o p .  C a p tu r e d  h e r e  
i s  t h e  s t e a d y ,  a lm o s t  i n e x o r a b l e  p r o c e s s  o f  t r a d e  g rowth .
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I l l u s t r a t i o n  4.1 
S c h e m a t i c  View o f  Benjamin F r a n k l i n s '  and 
James P a r k e r ' s  T ra d e  A s s o c i a t i o n s
ILLUSTRATION 4 ,1  
SCHEMATIC VIEW OF BENJAMIN FR ANKLIN’ S AND JAMES PARKE
BENJAMI N F R A N K L I N
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[i 4.1
Ln F r a n k l i n s '  and 
a s s o c i a t i o n s
ILLUSTRATION 4 . 1
EU OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 'S  AND JAMES PARKER’ S TRADE ASSOCIATIONS
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The s econd  f e a t u r e  t o  be s e e n  i s  t h e  c o n t r a s t  be tween  
t h e  f a m i l i a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e s  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  
growth  and  s t r u c t u r e  c f  t h e  t r a d e .  F r a n k l i n  and P a r k e r  
c l e a r l y  p r a c t i c e d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same 
t im e  n e v e r  l o s t  s i g h t  c f  f a m i l y  and t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  By c o n t r a s t ,  David H a l l  and Wi l l i a m  
S e l l e r s  we re ,  a f t e r  t h e y  formed t h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  1766,  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  t h e  f a m i l i a l  s t y l e .  H a l l  had two s o n s  and 
S e l l e r s  o n e ,  and once  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  no n o n - f a m i l i a l  men 
e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  un d e r  t h e i r  a u s p i c e s .  While  s u r v i v a l  
r em a in ed  a common d e n o m i n a t o r  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  b o t h  
s t y l e s ,  t h e  c o n t r a s t ,  in  t e r m s  o f  g r o w t h ,  i s  one between an 
e x p a n s i v e  q u a l i t y  and a c o n t r a c t i v e  o n e .  With t h e  f a m i l i a l  
s t y l e ,  g rowth  came l a r g e l y  w i t h  demogra ph i c  s u c c e s s  a s  t h e  
Greens  o f  New England  h e a r  w i t n e s s ,  f o r  new men were drawn 
f rom f a m i l y  p e e l s .  With t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e ,  t h e  p oo l  o f  
p o t e n t i a l  t r a d e s m e n  was n o t  l i m i t e d  by f a m i l y  l i n e s .
F i n a l l y ,  and in  a r e a l  way, th e  movement c f  p e o p le  
a lo n g  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l i n e s  can be s e e n .  Benjamin Mecom i s  a 
c a s e  in  p o i n t .  Family c f  F r a n k l in ,  Mecom was a p p r e n t ic e d  to  
Parker a f t e r  F ran k l in  s e t  Parker up in  New York. When h i s  
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  ended,  F r a n k l in  d i s p a tc h e d  Meccm to  A n t ig u a .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  John H clt  e n t e r e d  th e  t r a d e  w ith  Parker a t  the  
b e h e s t  o f  F r a r k l in .  And W ill iam Goddard, who was i n i t i a l l y  
t r a i n e d  by H clt  a t  Mew Haven, l a t e r  p r in te d  with Holt in  New
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York.. A s s o c i a t i o n s  made t h i s  k in d  of  movement p o s s i b l e .  As 
t ime p r o g r e s s e d ,  and p r i n t e r s  s u r v i v e d ,  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
m u l t i p l i e d  as  new men e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e .  The n e t  e f f e c t  was 
t h e  c r e a t i o n  c f  n e tw o rk s  t h r o u g h  which f l o we d  n o t  o n l y  
p e o p l e ,  b u t  t h e  p r i n t e d  word i t s e l f .  These  n e t w o r k s ,  t h e  
v a l u e s  t r a d e s m e n  gave t hem,  and how t h ey  a c t u a l l y  worked ,  
a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t i e  c h a p t e r s  t h a t  f o l l o w .
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1. Lawrence  C. Wroth ,  ” î h e  S t .  M a ry ' s  C i t y  P r e s s ;  A New 
Chrono logy  o f  American P r i n t i n g . ” Maryland H i s t o r i c a l  
M a g a z i n e . XXXI (1936 ) ,  9 1 -109.
2. The o f t - c i t e d  r emarks  of  Gove rno r  George  B e r k e l e y  o f
V i r g i n i a  have done much t o  e n g e n d e r  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  slow de ve lopmen t  o f  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s  was a r e s u l t  of  h o s t i l e  o f f i c i a l  a t t i t u d e s .  
" B u t ,  I  thank God, t h e r e  a r e  no f r e e  s c h o o l s  n o r  
p r i n t i n g . and I  hope we s h a l l  n e t  have  t h e s e  hu n d r ed  
y e a r s ;  f o r  l e a r n i n g  h a s  b r o u g h t  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  and 
h e r e s y ,  and s e c t s  i n t o  t h e  wo r l d ,  and p r i n t i n g h a s  
d i v u l g e d  them, and l i b e l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  b e s t  gove rnmen t .  
God keep us from fcc th!” B e r k e l e y  t o  t h e  L o r d s  o f  T r a d e ,  
1671.  Wil l iam W. Hening ,  c c m p . .  The S t a t u t e s  a t  L a r ge :  
Beinjg a C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Al l  t h e  Laws o f  
V i r g i n i a  (16 19-1792) (New York,  1823 ) ,  I I ,  5 17.
3.  Doug la s  C. McMur t r i e ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  P r i n t i n g i n  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (Kew York,  1936) ,  I I ,  3C8-10 ,  n o t e s  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  o f  a George Webb, and s p e c u l a t e s  
t h a t  t h i s  may have been t h e  George Webb who had worked 
f o r  Samuel  Keimer i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  wi th  F r a n k l i n .
U. E l e a z e r  P h i l l i p s ,  S r .  (1682-1757)  was t h e  l a s t  i n  a 
l i n e  of  Bos ton  t o c k s e l e r s  and p u b l i s h e r s  which began  
w i t h  Henry (1656-1680)  and Samuel  (1662-1720)  P h i l l i p s .  
Samuel  was E l e a z e r ' s  S r . ' s  u n c l e  and E l e a z e r  was
a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  Samuel .  I n  1703 E l e a z e r  began b u s i n e s s .  
I n  1706 he mar r i ed  and had 7 c h i l d r e n ,  bu t  when
E l e a z e r ,  J r .  d i e d  i n  173 1, o n l y  two o f  h i s  f i v e  s o n s
were s t i l l  a l i v e .  There  was a c o u s i n ,  S a m u e l ' s  s o n ,
G i l l i a m  (169 5 -1 770 ) .  But  G i l l i a m  had  m a r r i e d  Mary
E a n u i e l  i n  1725 and ,  w i t h  h e r ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  f o r t u n e ,  
which a l l owed  him t o  r e t i r e  f rom t h e  t r a d e  i n  1732.  
Thus on E l e a z e r ,  J r . ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e r e  were no P h i l l i p ' s  
f a m i l y  members i n  t h e  poo l  t o  r e p l a c e  him.
5.  The p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a C h a r l e s  Timothy i s  t a k e n
from McMurt r ie  (A H i s t o r y  o f  P r i n t i n g , 3 2 6 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  
i f  C h a r l e s  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i t  was i n  t h e
c a p a c i t y  o f  a s i l e n t  p a r t n e r ,  a r o l e  t h a t  would have
been  s i m i l a r  t c  Samuel  G r e e n ' s  i n  New London.
6. The Tim othy's  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  410 (88.7%) o f  t h e
462 im p r in t s  and newspapers p r in te d  i n  Charlestown from
1733 to  1783. The c n l y  o th e r  major C h a r le s to n  p r i n t e r  
was Robert H e l l s  ( 17 28 - 179 4 ) ,  who opened shop i n  1758.  
While Wells p r i n t e d ,  a very  l a r g e ,  i f  not paramount,  
pa r t  o f  h i s  b u s i n e s s  was b o o k s e l l i n g .  See Robert M. 
H e ir ,  "The Newspaper P ress  in  th e  Southern C o l o n i e s , "
1
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i n  B e r n a rd  E a i l y n  and John  B. Bench,  e d s . .  The P r e s s  i n  
t h e  American He v c l u t i c n  ( W o r c e s t e r ,  1980 ) ,  103 -105 .  See 
a l s o ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  Gould ,  " R ob e r t  W e l l s ,  C o l o n i a l  
C h a r l e s t o n  P r i n t e r , "  South  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  
Ma gaz ine .  IXXIX (1 S 7 8 ) , 2 3 - 4 9 .
The e x a c t  number and p r o p o r t i o n  of s o u t h e r r  c o l o n i a l
i m p r i n t s  ( e x c l u d i n g newspaper s )  by l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e
1682-1783 p e r i o d  i s a s  f o l l o w s :
l o c a t i o n No. P e t .
W i l l i a m s b u r g 468 2 6. 1
A n n a p o l i s 417 2 3 .2
C h a r l e s t o n 357 19. 9
E a l t i m o r e 234 13. 0
Savannah 127 7 .  1
New Bern 116 6 . 5
Richmond 44 2. £
T o t a l s  1,763 9 8 . 3  %
Al l  New Bern ,  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  i m p r i n t s  a r e  t h e  work o f  
James  C a v i s  ( 1 7 2 1 - 1 7 8 5 ) .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
S a v a n n a h ,  G e o r g i a  i m p r i n t s  a r e  t h e  work o f  James 
J o h n s t o n  ( 1 7 3 8 - 18C8) ; on a y e a r l y  b a s i s ,  J o h n s t o n  was 
r e s p o n i s i t l e  f o r  8 6 . 2  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  Savannah 
p r o d u c t i o n .  Both men were  r e l a t i v e  w i n ne r s  i n  t h e  
de m og ra p h i c  draw.  See R o b e r t  N. E l l i o t t ,  J r . ,  " James  
Dav i s  and t h e  B e g i n n i n g s  of  t h e  Newspaper  i n  Nor th  
C a r o l i n a , "  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  H i s t o r i c a l  Review. X I I I  
( 1 9 6 5 ) ,  1-20;  A l e x a n d e r  A. Lawrence ,  James J o h n s t o n  :
G e o r g i a ' s  F i r s t  P r i n t e r  (Sa vannah ,  1956) ,  E c u g l a s  C. 
M c M u r t r i e ,  " P i o n e e r  P r i n t i n g  i n  G e o r g i a , "  G e o r g i a  
H i s t o r i c a l  O u a r t e r l v .  XVI (193 2 ) ,  77 -113 .
8.  Leona rd  L. L a t a r e e ,  Wi l l i a m  B. Wi l cox ,  e t  a l . ,  e d s . .  
The Pape r s  o f  Ben j a m i n  F r a n k l i n  (New Haven,  Co nn . ,  
1959-  ) ,  V, 18 ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s i .
9 .  See Edward C. P a p e n f u s e .  I n  P u r s u i t  o f  P r o f i t :  The 
Anna p o l i s Me r c h a n t  i n  t h e  Era o f  t h j  Amer i can 
R e v o l u t i o n .  1763-1805 ( B a l t i m o r e ,  1975) ,  10-34.
10.  F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s .  IX, 363 -3 64 n .
11. The e x a c t  number and p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i m p r i n t s  ( e x c l u d i n g  
ne w sp a p e r s )  by l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  (New 
York,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  New J e r s y ,  and Del aware)  f o r  t h e  
1685-1783 p e r i o d  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :
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l o c a t i o n No. P e t .
P h i l a d e l p h i a 4 ,899 5 5 . 2
New York 2 ,828 31 .9
Germantown 318 3 . 6
L a n c a s t e r 175 2.  0
Wilmington 153 1.7
T r e n t o n ,  A. J . 88 . 1. 0
B u r l i n g t o n ,  N . J . 86 1.0
Woodbr idge ,  N . J . 86 1.0
T o t a l s 8 ,633 97 .  4
12. Gary E. Nash ,  The Urban C r u c i b l e :  S o c i a l  Ch a n ge , 
P o l i t i c a 1 Consc i o u s n e s s .  and t h e  Or i g i ns  o f  t h e
American R e v o l u t i o n (Cambr idge ,  M a s s . ,  198C),  Chaps .  
3 - 1 0 .
13. B r a d f o r d  moved t c  Few York f o l l o w i n g  h i s  a r r e s t  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  a c q u i t t a l  f o r  p r i n t i n g  s e d i t i o u s  m a t e r i a l .  
See A le xa n de r  J .  Wa l l ,  J r . ,  "Wi l l i am  B r a d f o r d ,  C o l o n i a l  
P r i n t e r  —  A T e r c e n t e n a r y  Revi ew ,"  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  
American A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y . n . s . ,  LXXIII  ( 1 9 6 3 ) ,  
36 1 - 38 4 .
14. The working  a r a n q e m e n t  be tw een  t h e  B r a d f o r d s  i n v o l v e d  
p r i n t i n g  w i th  t h e  d u a l  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n  of  Andrew 






Anna J a n n e y  EeArmond, 
J o u r n a l i s t  (Newark,  N . J . ,
An drew 
1949) ,
B r a d fo r d ;
3 5 - 3 7 .
C o l o n i a l
P a r k e r ' s  o f t e n  complex  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  b o t h  Weyraan and 
H o l t  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  t r e a t e d  by B e v e r l y  HcAnear ,  " James  
P a r k e r  v e r s u s  John H o l t , " P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  New J e r s e y  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . I IX ( 1 9 4 1 ) ,  7 7 - 9 5 ,  198-212;  and
" James  P a r k e r  v e r s u s  Wi l l i a m  Weyman," i b i d . , I IX 
(194 1) ,  1-23.  P a r k e r  was a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  p o s t m a s t e r  of
New Haven i n  1755,  and i n  1757,  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  
p o s t a l  s e r v i c e ,  an a p p o i n t m e n t  which made Wcodbridge 
t h e  c i t e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o s t  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i e s .  
F r a n k l i n  Paper s .  VI,  113-114;  V I I ,  191-198,.
For  F r a n k l i n ' s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  P a p e r s .  V, 4 4 1 - 4 4 2 .
New Haven o f f i c e ,  s e e
For  a good r e c e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e s s  s e e  W i l l i  Pa u l  Adams, 
Ge rman -1 ang ua q€ P r e s s  and t h e  American 
B a i l y n  and Hench,  e d s . .  The P r e s s 
R e v o l u t i o n . 151-228 .
German l a n g u a g e  
"The C o l o n i a l  
R e v o l u t i o n , "  i n  
and t h e  Amer ican
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ASSOCIATIONS
I n  J a n u a r y  1774 I s a i a h  Thomas i s s u e d  t h e  f i r s t  number  
o f  h i s  Roy a l  American Magaz ine . L ik e  most  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
works i t s  t i t l e  page b o r e  t h e  name o f  i t s  p r i n t e r .  What 
makes Thomas '  magaz ine  s p e c i a l  i s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i t  
e n jo ye d .  Eelcw T h c n a s '  name were l i s t e d  s i x t e e n  o t h e r  
p r i n t e r s ,  i n  l o c a l e s  s t r e t c h i n g  from P o r t s m o u t h ,  New 
Hampshi re  t o  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a ,  from whom t h e  
magazine  c o u ld  be s e o u r e d . [ 1 ]  By e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
s t a n d a r d s ,  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  an immense d i s t r i b u t i o n  n e tw o rk .  
How d i d  Thomas a s se m b le  i t ?  The most e c o n o m ic a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  
would be t h a t  he wro t e  t o  t h e s e ,  and p e r h a p s  o t h e r ,  p r i n t e r s  
i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  o f f e r i n g  h i s  magazine  f o r  s a l e .  Eut  such  an 
e x p l a n a t i o n  s t i l l  l e a t e s  t h e  g u e s t i c r ;  Why d i d  Thomas ch oo se  
t h e s e  s i x t e e n  t r a d e s m e n  and n o t  o t h e r s ?  Why R o b e r t  Wel l s  i n  
C h a r l e s t o n  and n o t  P e t e r  Timothy?  Why John Ho l t  a r d  n o t  Hugh 
Gaine  o r  James  E i v i n g t o n  i n  New York? Why t h e  B r a d f o r d s  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  r a t h e r  t h a n  Ha l l  and S e l l e r s ?  As Thomas h i m s e l f  
i n f o r m e d  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  "new works ,  of  wha t eve r  k in d  t h e y  may 
b e ,  c an  h a r d l y  be e x p e c t e d  t o  a r r i v e  a t  p e r f e c t i o n  on a 
s u d d e n . " [ 2 ]  While r e f e r r i n g  t c  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  h i s  magaz ine
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i i s  words n i g h t  we l l  he a p p l i e d  t c  t h e  way i n  which t h i s  
ne twork  of  s e l l e r s  was c o m p i l e d .  For when we l oo k  beh ind  t h e  
names we s e e  t h a t  a h o s t  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d
among t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a d e s m e n .  I t  i s  a c r u c i a l  c l u e  t o
t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Amer ican  p r e s s .
Only  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d  i n  1774,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  t r a d e
a s  an a p p r e n t i c e  a t  t h e  age  o f  s i x ,  Thomas had s p e n t
v i r t u a l l y  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e  i n  p r i n t i n g . [ 3 ]  By 1774 he had 
worked f o r  o r  wi th  f o u r  c f  t h e  s i x t e e n  p r i n t e r s  who were t o  
s e l l  h i s  magaz ine :  E a n i e l  Fowle ,  Henry Wa l t e r  T i n g e s ,  R o b e r t  
H e l l s ,  and  C h a r l e s  Crouch.  Cf t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t w e l v e ,  f o u r  
p r i n t e d  i n  t owns  we know Thomas a t  one t im e  c r  a n o t h e r  
v i s i t e d .  On a t r i p  t c  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  i n  1767, Thomas 
s t o p p e d  a t  b o t h  P r o v i d e n c e ,  where  John C a r t e r  was p r i n t i n g ,  
and Newpor t ,  where  Samuel  H a l l  was i n  b u s i n e s s . [ 4 ]  On h i s  
r e t u r n  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Thomas s t o p p e d  a g a i n  i n  Newport  
where Solomon Sou thwick  had opened s h o p .  Hence ,  Thomas had
p ro b a b l y  met C a r t e r ,  b o th  H a l l s ,  and So u thwick  b e f o r e  1774.
H o r e o v e r ,  Thomas r e c o u n t e d  t h a t  on h i s  way back t o  New 
England  he  v i s i t e d  " s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s , "  which 
may w e l l  have  i n c l u d e d  Mary l and ,  where Anne Green ,  a n o t h e r  
s e l l e r ,  was p r i n t i n g ,  and p o s s i b l y  even  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  where 
Thomas and Wi l l i am B r a d fo r d  were  i n  b u s i n e s s  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a . [ 5  ]
As f a r  a s  we know, however ,  Thomas p o s s e s s e d  no d i r e c t
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c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e i g h t  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n  p r i n t e r s .  Of t h e s e  
e i g h t ,  ho we ve r ,  f o u r  —  Thcmas,  Samuel ,  T imo t hy ,  and Anne 
Green — were members o f  t h e  Green f a m i l y ,  and a f i f t h ,  
Ebenezer  H a t s c r  had p r i n t e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Thomas Green 
i n  H a r t f o r d .  Thomas Gre en ,  m oreove r ,  had p r i n t e d  w i t h  J o h n
H c l t ,  a n o t h e r  s e l l e r ,  a t  New Haven.  And w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  i s s u e
o f  t h e  magaz ine ,  W i l l i a m  Goddard was added  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  
s e l l e r s ;  Goddard had s e r v e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  wi th  b o t h  
Thomas Green and Jo hn  H c l t  i n  New Haven,  and  l a t e r  p r i n t e d
i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  H o l t  i n  New York.  Thus  s i x  o f  t h e
s i x t e e n  s e l l e r s  were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a c h  e t h e r  t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  own f a m i l i a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i e s .  An a s s o c i a t i o n
wi th  any one c f  t h e s e  t r a d e s m e n  would have  b r o u g h t  Thomas an 
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a l b e i t  once  removed ,  wi th  t h e  o t h e r s .  Yet  t h e r e  
i s  no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Thomas knew any o f  t h e s e  t r a d e s m e n .  
N e i t h e r  was any a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  h i s  i n  t u r n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
any o f  t h e s e  t r a d e s m e n  d i r e c t l y .  S t i l l ,  c a s t i n g  o u r  n e t  a 
l i t t l e  w ide r  r e v e a l s  a p r o b a b l e  l i n k .
D a n i e l  l o w l e ,  who i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v in g  employed Thomas 
was t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  Thomas'  m a s t e r ,  Z e c h a r i a h  Eowle,  had 
s e r ve d  h i s  own a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  wi th  Samuel  Kneel and  and 
Timothy Green I I .  Thomas Green had s e r v e d  p a r t  o f  h i s
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  wi th  Timothy  Green I I  a s  had Samuel  and
Timothy Green I I I .  When Eowle was an a p p r e n t i c e ,  m o reo v e r ,  
J o n a s  Green  worked f o r  Samuel  Kneel and  and Timothy Green I I .
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Anne Green  was J o n a s  G r e e n ' s  widow, and so Thomas p o s s e s s e d  
an a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  h e r .  Thus ,  t h r o u g h  Towle ,  Thomas was 
l i n k e d  —  a l t h o u g h  t w i c e  removed —  wi th  a l l  f o u r  Green 
s e l l e r s .  I n  some f a s h i o n  c r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e r e f o r e  —  d i r e c t l y ,  
a t  s econd  ha n d ,  o r  a t  t h i r d  hand —  a l l  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r a d e s m e n  who s o l d  t h e  Eo va l  Amer ican M a g a z i n e , e x c e p t  t h e  
B r a d f o r d s ,  can he l i n k e d  t o  Thomas b e f o r e  t h e  magaz ine  
a p p e a r e d .
Can we assume t h a t  t h e  t r a d e s m e n  who s o l d  Thomas'  
magazine  d id  s c  b e c a u s e  c f  t h e s e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s ?  
More t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  c an  we assume t h a t  Thomas s e l e c t e d  t h e s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  p r i n t e r s  b e c a u s e  c f  h i s  l i n k s  t o  them and t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h e y  i n  t u r n  p o s s e s s e d ?  S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  s u g g e s t  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  such  an a s s u m p t i o n .  For  o n e ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t ,  a s  we saw wi th  F r a n k l i n  and P a r k e r ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
formed t h e  b a s i s  on which p e o p l e  moved i n  t h e  t r a d e .  With
F r a n k l i n ,  t o o ,  we saw Poor  R i c h a r d ' s  Almanac move a l o n g
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l i n e s .  Here we seem t o  be s e e i n g  t h e  same
t h i n g ,  and  what  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  seem t o  be d i f f e r e n c e s  o f
d e g r e e ,  n o t  o f  k i n d .  For  a n o t h e r ,  we must  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
c o l o n i a l  Amer i cans  d i d  n o t  e n jo y  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  communica t i on  
o r  r a p i d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Bo th  were d i f f i c u l t  and s l ow by 
modern s t a n d a r d s .  While t h i s  comes a s  no s u r p r i s e ,  i t  
c a r r i e s  i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  way we view any 
p o t e n t i a l  r a n g e  o f  human i n t e r a c t i o n .  I f  co mmun ica t i on  was
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l a r g e l y  f a c e - t o - f a c e  —  a r d  what  l i t t l e  we knew a b o u t  i t  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  c a s e  —  then  we might  
w e l l  r e a s o n  t h a t  w r i t t e n  comm un ica t i o n  w i t h o u t  a common 
i n t e r m e d i a r y  would he t h e  e x c e p t i o n .  More ov e r ,  b u s i n e s s  i n  
t h i s  p r e -m ode rn  s o c i e t y  was p r o b a b l y  c o n d u c t e d  by men who 
knew e a c h  o t h e r ,  a g a i n ,  a s u g g e s t i o n  f rom what  v e ry  l i t t l e  
h i s t o r i a n s  a c t u a l l y  know. C e r t a i n l y  no i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  e x i s t e d  t o  m in imize  r i s k ,  t h u s  p e r s o n a l  knowledge  
of  o n e ' s  b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s  —  even  i f  once o r  t w i c e  
removed —  wculd  have  acded a d e g r e e  of  i n s u r a n c e  t o  any 
v e n t u r e .  Both f a c t o r s  p r o b a b l y  h e l p e d  t o  make b u s i n e s s  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  by n a t u r e . [ 6 ]  A p p l i e d  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  a t  ha nd ,  we 
might  w e l l  r e a s o n  t h a t  i f  Thomas '  magaz ine  had  n o t  f o l l o w e d  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l i n e s  i t  would have  been  a d e p a r t u r e  f rom what  
h i s t o r i a n s  assume t o  have  been  t h e  norm,  and  s o u t h i n g  of  an 
i n n o v a t i o n .  Whi le  we might  e a s i l y  a c c e p t  an i n o v a t i o n  by one 
man, h e r e  s i x t e e n  we re  i n v o l v e d .
A s s o c i a t i o n s  among p r i n t e r s  can  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  two 
g e n e r a l  t y p e s .  The f i r s t ,  which can  be  t e rm ed  working t r a d e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a r e  t h o s e  f o r m a l  and g u a s i - f o r m a l  t r a d e  t i e s  
be tween i n d i v i d u a l s  such a s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  j ourneyman 
e m p l o y m e n t s , ' and p a r t n e r s h i p s .  A s s o c i a t i o n s  be tween  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who s h a r e d  t h e  same s t a t u s ,  such a s  f e l l o w  
a p p r e n t i c e s  o r  e m p l o y ee s ,  a l s o  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  The
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s econd  g e n e r a l  t y p e  c f  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  f a m i l i a l ,  a k i n s h i p
t i e  be tween  t r a d e s m e n .  O b v i o u s l y  t h e  two o f t e n  o v e r l a p p e d  
b u t  t r a d e s m e n  h e l d  k i n  t i e s  w i t h  e ac h  o t h e r  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  
o f  working  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  John D r a p e r ,  f o r  example ,  neve r  
p r i n t e d  wi th  Samuel  Knee l and  o r  Timothy Green I I ,  y e t  a l l
t h r e e  were k insmen.
Each t y p e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  ha s  bo t h  p r a t i c a l  and 
c o n c e p t u a l  p r ob l em s .  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  i n  what  
f o l l o w s  no d i s t i n c t i o n  w i l l  be made among k i n s h i p  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  a s  t o  d e g r e e  o r  c l o s e n e s s .  C o n s a n g u i n e a l  and 
a f f i n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y -  Thus a b r o t h e r  
and a c o u s i n  a r e  c a t e g o r i z e d  i n  t h e  same way. While 
a d m i t t e d l y  an o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  k i n s h i p ,  o n ly  i n  t h e  
b r o a d e s t  way a r e  most  k i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  known. Eut  i f  t h e
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  k i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c a r r i e d  wi th  
them s o c i a l  bonds o f  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e n g t h s  i s  o b s c u r e d ,  we can 
s t i l l  s e e  t h e  d i me ns io n s  c f  k i n s h i p  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h in  t h e  
t r a d e .
Fo rma l  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  pose  a somewhat  d i f f e r e n t  
prob l em.  The example  o f  Thomas '  magaz ine  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
c o n s i d e r i n g  d i r e c t ,  o r  " p r i m a r y , "  a s s o c i a t i o n s  was no t  
s u f f i c i e n t  t c  l i n k  t h e  s e l l e r s  t o  Thomas.  l o o k i n g  a t  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  once  r emoved,  o r  " s e c o n d a r y "  l i n k s ,  r e v e a l e d  a 
wider  and  more e n co m pa s s i n g  web c f  t r a d e  t i e s .  Eut i t  was 
c n l y  w i t h  t he  a d d i t i o n  o f  " t e r t i a r y "  l i n k s  —  a s s o c i a t i o n s
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t w i c e  removed from Thcnas  —  t h a t  t h e  e x p l i c i t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
ne twork  o f  t h e  Rcval  American Magazine ( t h e  s e l l e r s )  c ou ld  
be c o n s t r u e d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t e r m s .  I n  sum, a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
t i e s  seem t o  e x t e n d  t c  t h e  t h i r d  d e g r e e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  
" a - f r i e n d - o f - a - f r i e n d - o f - a - f r i e n d . "  I n  t h e  l a n g a u g e  o f  
f o r m a l  ne twork  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  i n v o l v e s  what i s  c a l l e d  
" r e a c h a b i l i t y . " [ 7 ]  The s u b j e c t  i t s e l f  r a i s e s  a whole s e t  o f  
t h e o r e t i c a l  i s s u e s .
There  i s  a l a r g e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  s o c i o l o g y ,  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  
and geo g ra ph y  d e a l i n g  wi th  ne twork  a n a l y s i s . [ 8 ]  As migh t  be 
e x p e c t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  a r e  ones  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  (what 
c o n s t i t u t e s  a " ne tw o r k " )  and  measurement  ( s i z e ,  d e n s i t y ,  
c o m p a c t n e s s ,  r e a c h a b i l i t y ,  e t c . ) .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  a ne twork  i s  
d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  l i n e s  of  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  a " s o c i a l  f i e l d . "  
How one d e f i n e s  t h e  a c t o r s ,  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  and t h e  s o c i a l  
f i e l d  i s  t h e  name c f  t h e  game. I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  whole o f  a 
s o c i e t y  i s  t h e  " s o c i a l  f i e l d , "  a l l  i t  members t h e  a c t o r s ,  
and a l l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  ne tw or k .  Eut  c l e a r l y  
t h i s  i s  beyond o r  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  comprehend .  We c a n ,  ho we ve r ,  
view t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  a s  a p a r t i a l  ne tw ork  w i t h i n  
t h e  t o t a l  ne twork  o f  c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y . [ 9 ]  I n  t h e s e  t e r r a s ,  we 
can c o n s i d e r  t h e  t r a d e  a l o n e  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a s o c i a l  f i e l d  
whose b o u n d a r i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  by t h e  v e ry  f a c t  of  membership .  
Wi th in  t h i s  f i e l d  l i e  a c t o r s  ( p r i n t e r s )  whose i n t e r a c t i o n s  
h i n t  a t  t h e  l i n k a g e s  be tween t hem.  The f i e l d  can  be viewed
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
129
as  a who le ,  c r  i t  c an  be v iewed from t h e  s t a n c e  o f  a s i n g l e  
a c t o r  i n  which t h e  f i e l d  i s  a complex  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
n e t w o rk s .  There  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  be made 
be tween t h e  ne twork  and i t s  n e t w o r k s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
a n a l y t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  b e i n g  emp loyed .  The t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  f i e l d ,  however  d e f i n e d ,  i s  t h e  
l a r g e r  ne tw o rk  ( s i n g u l a r ) : i n d i v i d u a l s  p o s s e s s  n e t w o r k s
( p l u r a l )  w i t h i n  i t .  Here  we w i l l  d e a l  w i th  b o t h .
F i g u r e  5 .1  p r e s e n t s  a s t y l i z e d  view o f  how th e  t r a d e  
can be  s een  a s  b o t h  a ne tw o rk  and an a s s e m b l a g e  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  n e tw o r k s .  F i g u r e  5.1A d e p i c t s  t h e  " s o c i a l  f i e l d "  
( t he  . t r a d e )  and i t s  n e m b e r - a c t o r s  ( p r i n t e r s ) . i n t e r a c t i o n  
among t h e  members,  d e f i n e d  a s  working  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  i s  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  F i g u r e  5.  IE,  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o r  l i n k s  be tween 
members b e i n g  i n d i c a t e d  by c o n n e c t i n g  l i n e s .  Each member h a s  
an i n d i v i d u a l  ne twork  which can  i n c l u d e  none o r  a l l  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  a c t o r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  L i m i t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  t h e  moment, we can  s e e  t h e  d e g r e e s  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s ,  i f  we c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  
d e p i c t e d  i n  F i g u r e  5.  IB a r e  d i r e c t ,  p r i m a r y ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
t h e n  we c a n  s e e  how s e c o n d a r y  and t e r t i a r y  l i n k a g e s  a r e  
f ormed i n  F i g u r e  5 .  1C. F o l l o w i n g  t he  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  l i n k a g e s  
f rom " E g o , "  we c a n  s ee  t h a t  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  p r i m a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Ego a c q u i r e s  two s e c o n d a r y  and f i v e  t e r t i a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The i n d i v i d u a l  ne twork  h e r e  i s  " e g o - c e n t r i c , "
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and t h e  f l ow  c f  t h e  ne twork  i s  o n l y  one  way — o u t wa rd  f rom 
Eqo. But  a l l  members o f  E g o ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  ne twork  have
ne tworks  o f  t h e i r  cwr .  The mesh o f  a l l  t h e s e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  
t c  d e p i c t  g r a p h i c a l l y .  Yet  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  o b v i o u s
c o m p l e x i t y  which ne twork  a n a l y s i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  s i m p l i f y .
Behind  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y ,  and t e r t i a r y  
l i n k a g e s  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  v e r y  r e a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  F i g u r e  5 . 2  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  way i n  which a c t u a l  work ing  t r a d e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  can be c o n s t r u e d  i n  t h e s e  t e r m s .  D e p i c t e d  h e r e  
i s  a s i m p l e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  and a p a r t i a l  summary 
o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s  which  would be i n v o l v e d .  Ego 
p o s s e s s e s  t h r e e  p r im a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s :  w i th  h i s  m a s t e r ,  h i s  
p a r t n e r ,  and h i s  a p p r e n t i c e ;  a s  w e l l  a s  s e c o n d a r y
a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  h i s  p a r t n e r ' s  m a s t e r  and h i s  own m a s t e r ' s  
f o r m e r  a p p r e n t i c e .  Ego p o s s e s s e s  And by v i r t u e  o f  t h e s e ,  
f i v e  t e r t i a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  one  t h r o u g h  h i s  m a s t e r ' s  f o r m e r  
a p p r e n t i c e  (a p a r t n e r ) , and f o u r  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  h i s  
p a r t n e r ' s  m a s t e r  (a m a s t e r ,  a  p a r t n e r ,  an a p p r e n t i c e ,  and a 
j ou rn eym an) .  Aga in ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e p i c t  a l l  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  even t h i s  s i m p l e  e x am p le .  But  i t  i s  
t i e  p e r s p e c t i v e  and t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  ne twork  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  
a r e  t h e  p o i n t .
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The f u n d a m e n t a l  f e a t u r e  c f  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h i r  t h e  e a r l y  
American p r e s s  was i t s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e x t e n t .  Table  5.  1 
p r e s e n t s  a summary o f  t h e  mean number o f  working  t r a d e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  p r i n t e r s  w i t h  known a s s o c i a t i o n s . [ 1 0 ]  The 
a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  in t h e  c o l o n i e s  b e f o r e  1783 had two o r  t h r e e  
d i r e c t ,  p r i m a r y ,  a s s o c i a t e s  d u r i n g  h i s  c a r e e r .  These were 
l i k e l y  t o  i n c l u d e  h i s  own m a s t e r  { i f  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  was 
comple t ed  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s ) ,  a p a r t n e r ,  and pe rha ps  a 
journeyman or an a p p r e n t i c e .  Secondary  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were 
mere numerous .  Cu r in g  a c a r e e r  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  c o u l d  
e x p e c t  t o  have  an a v e r a g e  c f  f o u r  d i s c r e t e  s e c o n d a r y  
a s s o c i a t e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  a s s o c i a t e s  once removed.  The r a n g e  o f  
f u l l  p r i m a r y  t c  t e r t i a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  
p o s s e s s e d  - i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  1783 was c o n s i d e r a b l y  
g r e a t e r .  On t h e  a v e r a g e  e a r l y  American p r i n t e r s  a c q u i r e d  
e i g h t e e n  d i s c r e t e  p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y ,  and t e r t i a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  o t h e r  p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  a c a r e e r .  
And t he  s i t u a t i o n  changed  wi th  t i m e .  A p r i n t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
t r a d e  p r i o r  t c  1750 wculd a c q u i r e  an a v e r a g e  o f  t w e n t y - t h r e e  
a s s o c i a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c a r e e r ,  w h i l e  e r e  e n t e r i n g  
t h e  t r a d e  a f t e r  1751 wculd a c q u i r e  c n l y  a b o u t  f i f t e e n . [ 1 1 ]  
The d i f f e r e n c e ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  was a f u n c t i o n  o f  t r a d e  
g rowth .
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T a b l e  5 . 1
Mean Numbers o f  D i s c r e t e  Working T r a d e  A s s o c i a t i o n s  
Among P r i n t e r s ,  1639-1783
1639-1783 1639-1750 1751-1783
Mean No. P r i m a r y
A s s o c i a t i o n s  2 .8  3,. 8 2 . 6
Mean No. Se conda ry
A s s o c i a t i o n s  5 .2  7 . 7  4 .1
Mean No. P r i m a r y ,
S e c o n d a r y ,  and 
T e r t i a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n s  17.6 2 3 . 3  14.8
Sample S i z e  (2 1 1) (69) (142)
No te s :  F i g u r e s  e x c l u d e  54 p r i n t e r s  w i th  no known work ing  
t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  S o u r c e :  p r o s c p c g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n
Appendix 1.
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  and 
we aknes se s  o f  t h e s e  number s .  They a r e ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  
i n c o m p l e t e .  Unreco rded  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  e mp lo ym en t s ,  o r  even  
p a r t n e r s h i p s  a r e  l o s t  f o r e v e r .  The numbers ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  
minimums. The a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  c o u l d  have  had more 
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b u t  he  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  had l e s s .  Time a l s o  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a l i m i t .  Because  more men e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  i n  
t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h e y  may have  
a c q u i r e d  a f t e r  1783 a r e  n e t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e s e  number s .  
S t i l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  s i m i l a r i t y  be tween  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  c f  p r i n t e r s  who began  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  b e f o r e  1750 
and t h o s e  who e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  a f t e r  1751 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e
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b r oad  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  c a p t u r e d  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
t r a d e .  Keep i r  mind t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e s  p r e s e n t e d  do n o t  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  numbers o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a p r i n t e r  p o s s e s s e d  a t  
any g i v e n  p e i n t  i n  t i m e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  number he  c o u l d  
e x p e c t  t o  a c q u i r e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  c a r e e r .  Be ca us e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  were c u m u l a t i v e ,  t r a d e s m e n  i n  t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  
o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  would have  mere s e c o n d a r y  and t e r t i a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  t han  t h e y  would a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t y .  l o n g e v i t y  i t  t h e  t r a d e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l e d  t o
i n c r e a s e d  numbers  o f  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  ebb 
and f l ow  o f  t r ad e sm en  k e p t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  number s  o f
a s s o c i a t e s  any man p o s s e s s e d  w i t h i n  f i n i t e  l i m i t s .
The s e c o n d  majcr  t y p e  o f  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  k i n s h i p ,  
was e n j o y e d  by a s u b s t a n t i a l  m i n o r i t y  c f  t r a d e s m e n .  I n  t h e  
p e r i o d  f r cm  1639 t o  1763,  f u l l y  40 p e r c e n t  (106 o f  265) o f  
a l l  p r i n t e r s  had k i n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t h e i r  own c a r e e r s .  The a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  w i th  k in  had s i x  
k insmen whose t e n u r e  i n  t h e  t r a d e  o v e r l a p p e d  w i t h  h i s  
own. [12 1 Over  t i m e ,  t b e  numbers  changed  v e r y  l i t t l e .  For  
p r i n t e r s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f rcm 1639 t o  1750, t h o s e  w i t h
k i n  co u ld  e x p e c t  t o  have  j u s t  o v e r  s i x  o t h e r  k i n  i n  t h e
t r a d e  i n  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e . .  A f t e r  1750 t h e  number i n c r e a s e d  
s l i g h t l y ,  t o  r o u g h l y  s e ven  k i n .  B e f o r e  1750,  t h e  s i x  k i n  t h e  
a v e r a g e  k i n - c o n n e c t e d  p r i n t e r  p o s s e s s e d  amounted t o  8 
p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  p r i n t e r s .  I n  t h e  l a t e r  p e r i o d ,  t h e  s even  k i n
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r e p r e s e n t e d  j v s t  unde r  3 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  
c o l o n i e s ,  a c r o p  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  d i m i n i s h i n g  w e i gh t  o f  t h e  
New E ng lan d  t r a d e  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s  t c  t h e  l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  p r i n t e r s .
The number  of  work ing  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h e  a v e r a g e  
p r i n t e r  p o s s e s s e d  was l i m i t e d  by  s i z e  o f  t h e  t r a d e .  Hence,  
b e c a u s e  t h e  number c f  p r i n t e r s  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  most  be s e en  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  an eve r  l a r g e r  
t r a d e .  The a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  p o s s e s s e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  with 10.6 
p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  o t h e r  p r i n t e r s  d u r i n g  h i s  c a r e e r .  Of t h o s e  
p r i n t e r s  wi th  any a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  number  was 13.3 p e r c e n t .  
T h i s  l e v e l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  " im b e dd ed ne s s "  i n  t h e  t r a d e  changed  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h e  o c t r s e  o f  t h e  c c l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
g e n e r a l  t r e r d  ma tch in g  t h e  g rowing  t r a d e  and moving t ow ard  
an i n c r e a s i n g l y  l o w e r  l e v e l  c f  i m b e d d e d n e s s .  Table  5 . 2  
d i s p l a y s  t h e  mean number o f  a s s o c i a t e s  and  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  imb e d d ed n e s s  f o r  p r i n t e r s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  t r a d e  i n  
t w e n t y - y e a r  p e r i o d s .  P r i n t e r s  who e n t e r e d  b e f o r e  t he  s econd  
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
a p p r o x i m a t l y  20  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  o t h e r  p r i n t e r s  i n  t he  c o u r s e  
o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s .  A f t e r  1725 t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  began  t o  d r o p .  
By t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  c f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  
p o s s e s s e d  f o r m a l  t r a d e  c o n n e c t i o n s  wi th  c n l y  a b o u t  5 p e r c e n t  
c f  t h e  t r a d e  a t  l a r g e .
&
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T a b l e  5 , 2
Mean I n d i v i d u a l  Network I m be d de d n es s  Among P r i n t e r s ,  
Ey T w e n t y - y e a r  C o h o r t s ,  1639-1783
P e r i o d
Mean 
No. of  P r i m a r y ,  
S e c o n d a r y ,  and T e r t i a r y  
A s s o c i a t e s
Mean 
I n d i v i d u a l  








1 1 . 6
19.3
2 2 . 2  
2 1 . 9  
8 .. 4












1639-1783 14 .0 1 0 . 6 (265)
No te s :  C o h o r t s  d e s i g n a t e  g ro up s  c f  p r i n t e r s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
t r a d e  i n  s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d s .  Sample  s i z e s  a r e  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y  
e n c l o s e d .  I n d i v i d u a l  im b ed de d n es s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
of  a l l  p o s s i b l e  p r i n t e r s  wi th  whom any i n d i v i d u a l  c ou ld  have  
been a s s o c i a t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c a r e e r .
To some e x t e n t ,  t h i s  d e c l i n e  can  be  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by 
t ime i t s e l f .  The l o n g e r  any  p r i n t e r  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e  t h e  
more a s s o c i a t i o n s  he  wculd a c q u i r e ,  y e t  t h e  l a r g e r  t he  t r a d e  
grew,  t h e  l ow e r  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  imbeddednes s  would b e . [ 1 3 ]  
The r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  h o w e ve r ,  i s  even  more s u b t l e .  The t r a d e  i n  
t h e  Middle  and S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  was e s s e n t i a l l y  an 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  phenomenon,  and so  c o n t r i b u t e s  e v e r - m o r e
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h e a v i l y  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t a t i s t i c s .  But  t r a d e  a c t i v i t y  i a  
h c t h  r e g i o n s  vas  s h o r t e r  t han  i t  was i n  New E ng lac d .  I n  t h e  
So u t h e r n  c e l e r i e s ,  f e r  exa i rp l e ,  t h e  s h o r t e r  s t a y  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  was,  a s  we have s e e n ,  due t o  a poo r  e o l l e c t i v e  
dem ograph i c  e x p e r i e n c e .  The s h o r t e r  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  t u r n ,  
d e p r e s s e d  imfceddeness .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  t r a d e  was 
l e s s  imbedded t h a n  t h e  t r a d e  in  e i t h e r  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s  
o r  New E n g la n d ;  and t i e  Middle  c e l e r i e s  t r a d e  l e s s  imbedded 
t h a n  New England .
T ab l e  5 . 3  p r e s e n t s  a summary o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and 
i n d i v i d u a l  imbedde dne s s  f o r  p r i n t e r s  by r e g i o n .  Among New 
England p r i n t e r s  t h e r e  was a p ronounced  t e n d e n c y  t o  
a s s o c i a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  On t h e  a v e r a g e  a New England  
p r i n t e r  e n j o y e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  ove r  34 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
e t h e r  p r i n t e r s  i n  h i s  r e g i o n .  B h i l e  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
ne twork  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  bo th  t h e  Middle  and t h e  S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s ,  t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  t i e s  l i n k e d  him t c  l e s s  t h a n  10 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of p r i n t e r s  i n  t h o s e  r e g i o n s ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a r a t i o  c f  i n t r a -  t o  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  
im be d d ed ne s s  of  e v e r  4 t o  1. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  
Middle  c o l o n i e s  p o s s e s s e d  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  
g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  t h an  p r i n t e r s  e l s e w h e r e .  While t h e  
a v e r a g e  p r i n t e r  h e r e  was l i n k e d  t o  n e a r l y  a g u a r t e r  o f  a l l  
o t h e r  p r i n t e r s  i n  h i s  r e g i o n ,  t h e  r a t i o  o f  i n t r a -  t o  
i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  im b ed d ed ne s s  was 2 t o  1. P r i n t e r s  i n  t h e
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s o u t h  were l i t k e d  t o  a l i t t l e  more t h a n  12  p e r c e n t  of  t h e i r  
f e l l o w  s o u t h e r n  p r i n t e r s  and o n l y  a s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  
p r o p o r t i o n  of p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  two r e g i o n s .
T a b l e  5 . 3  
Mean Numbers o f  A s s o o i a t i o n s  and 
I n d i v i d u a l  T r a d e  I m be d d e dn es s  Among P r i n t e r s ,
By E e g i o n ,  1639-1783
New England Middle
C o l o n i e s
S o u t h e r n
C o l o n i e s
M u l t i p l e
Regions
P r imary 2.9 2 . 5 1.9 5 . 0
Secondary 5 . 3 4 . 9 2. 9 9 .8
F u l l 18.2 17 .0 10. 4 28 .3
Kin 4.9 . 8 2 . 2 2 . 0
F u l l  Trade  
Imbeddednes s 15.3 1 2 . 2 7-7 23 .2
New England 
Iffbe ddedn es s 34 .4 1 1 .5 8 .3 21 .7
Middle C o l s .  
Imbe ddednes s 8 . 8 2 4 . 0 9 . 9 24 .5
Sou the rn  C o l s .  
Imbeddednes s 7.  1 1 2 . 6 12 .7 15.3
Mean 
D u r a t i o n  o f  
A c t i v i t y  
(Years)
18.6 16 .4 13.6 2 0 . 8
Sample S i z e 93 60 36 22
N o te s :  Sai tp le  i n c l u d e s  o n l y  t h o s e  p r i n t e r s  » i t h  known
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  M u l t i p l e  r e g i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  
t r a de sm en  who p r i n t e d  i n  more t h a n  one r e g i o n .  Of t h e  22 who 
d i d ,  5 were a c t i v e  i n  New E n g la n d  and t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s .
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11 p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Middle  and S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  and  6 
p r i n t e d  i n  a l l  t h r e e  r e g i o n s .  P r i m a r y  -  number o f  d i s c r e t e  
p r im a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ; S e c o n d a r y  = number of  D i s c r e t e  
s e c o n d a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ; F u l l  = t o t a l  number o f  d i s c r e t e  
p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y ,  and t e r t i a r y  a s s s o c i a t i o n s .  I m bed de dne s s  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  p r i n t e r s  w i th  
whom an i n d i v i d u a l  p r i n t e r  was a s s o c i a t e d .  So u rc e :  
p r o so pog ra phy  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix 1.
Two t h i n g s  account  f o r  t h e s e  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t e n d e n c i e s .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  
d i f f e r e n t  demographic e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  th e  tr a d e  in  the t h r e e  
r e g i o n s ,  a f a c t o r  which c a n r c t  be o v e r s t a t e d .  P r i n t e r s  in  
t h e  Southern c o l o n i e s ,  a g a in ,  s im p ly  d id  not  s u r v i v e  lo n g
enough t o  a c q u ir e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s  i n  any number. P r i n t e r s  
in  New England en jo y ed  lo n g e r  c a r e e r s  and hence a cq u ir ed  
mere a s s o c i a t e s .  The secon d  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t r a d e  
s t y l e s .  The New England t r a d e  was f a m i l i a l  and, as  su ch ,
engendered a tendency  to  s t a y  i n  New England. F a m i l i e s
remained f a m i l i e s  by s t a y i n g  c l o s e  t c  home. There were
e x c e p t i o n s ,  but i n  g e n e r a l  p r i n t e r s  i n  New England remained  
in  the  r e g io n  d e s p i t e  the  s h o r t a g e  o f  p r i n t e r s  e l s e w h e r e .  In 
the  Middle c o l o n i e s ,  where t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t y l e  o f  tra d e  
b eh a v io r  was most pronounced, th e  ten d en cy  t o  a s s o c i a t e  with  
n o n - f a m i l i a l  men both w i t h in  and w i th o u t  the  reg io n  gave
p r i n t e r s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h ig h e r  d e g r e e s  o f  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l
im beddedness .  The kind o f  f a m i l i a l  bonds which kept
s u r v i v i n g  p r i n t e r s  c l o s e  to  home in  New England d id  not  
e x i s t  in  th e  Middle c o l o n i e s  t c  t h e  same d e g r e e .  The g e n e r a l  
e f f e c t  was th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of a s s o o i a t i o n s  with p r i n t e r s  in
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o t h e r  l o c a l e s .  I n t e r - r e q i c n a l  g e o g r a p h i c  movement w i t h i n  t h e  
t r a d e  was l i m i t e d ,  b u t  what  l i t t l e  t h e r e  was f l o wed  s o u t h ,  
and m o s t l y  c u t  o f  t h e  K idd l e  c o l o n i e s . .
The b a s i c  r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  d i d  n o t  ch ang e  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  ov e r  t i m e .  The  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  i n  a l l  t h r e e  
a r e a s  was t o w a r d  l o w e r  l e v e l s  c f  i n d i v i d u a l  i m b e d d e d n e s s ,  
b u t  i n t r a - r e g i c n a l  i n d i v i d u a l  imb eddednes s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  show 
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n a l  s t y l e s ,  as  Table  5 . 4  
r e v e a l s .
T a b l e  5 .4
Mean I n d i v i d u a l  Network Im bed de dn es s  Among P r i n t e r s ,
By Twen ty -Ye a r  C o h o r t s ,  By R eg ion ,  1639-1783 
New England
P e r i o d
Middle
C o l o n i e s
So u t h e r n
C o l o n i e s
M u l t i p l e
Regions
Thru 1683 74 .1 ( 8 ) — — —
1684-1703 £6 -5 (5) 60.. 1 (2 ) - -
1704-1723 4 9 . 5 (8 ) 63.  1 (2 ) - 31 .3 (2 )
1724-1743 44 -3 (9) 3 2 . 8 ( 1 1 ) 10.7 (7) 46.  8 (2 )
1744-1763 32 .  1 (23) 3C.1 (16) 14.5 (9) 17. 1 (6 )
1764-1783 16.0 (40) 12.3 (29) 9 .0 (2 0 ) 9 . 9 ( 1 2 )
No te s ;  C o h o r t s  
t r a d e  i n  s p e c  
e n c l o s e d .  I n d i  
o f  a l l  p o s s i b l  
be en  a s s o c i a t e  
o n l y  t h o s e  
r e g i o n a l  a c t i v  
mere  t h a n  on 
o f  a l l  o t h e r  
p r i n t e r  was 
Appendix 1.
d e s i g n a t e  g r o u p s  c f  p r i n t e r s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
i f i c  p e r i o d s .  Sample  s i z e s  a r e  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y  
v i d u a l  i m b e dd ed ne s s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
e p r i n t e r s  w i th  whom any i n d i v i d u a l  cou ld  have  
d i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c a r e e r .  Sample i n c l u d e s  
p r i n t e r s  w i t h  known a s s o c i a t i o n s .  M u l t i p l e  
i t y  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  t r a d e s m e n  who p r i n t e d  i n  
e r e g i o n .  Imbedd ed nes s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
p o s s i b l e  p r i n t e r s  wi th  whom an i n d i v i d u a l  
a s s o c i a t e d .  So u r c e :  p r o s o p o g ra p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n
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I n  a l l  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  a s i n g l e ,  b a s i c  p a t t e r n  e x i s t e d .  
A f t e r  t h e  t r a d e  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  im be dde dne s s  
r o s e  r a p i d l y ,  pe aked ,  and t h e n  d e c l i n e d  a s  more p r i n t e r s  
e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e .  The dynamics  o f  t h i s  p a t t e r n  r e f l e c t  a 
t w o - s t e p  p r o c e s s .  The f i r s t ,  which  c o v e r e d  r o u g h l y  t h e  f i r s t  
g e n e r a t i o n  o r  two of  p r i n t i n g  i n  e a c h  r e g i o n ,  was t i e d  t o  
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  o f  t r a d e  g rowth ;  s u r v i v i n g  p r i n t e r s  
t r a i n e d  new men. Dur ing  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  b o t h  t h e  t r a i n e r s  
and t h e  t r a i n e e  would have  h i g h  l e v e l s  of  imbeddednes s  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  number o f  p r i n t e r s .  In  t h e  s e con d  
s t a g e ,  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  would 
i n c r e a s e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  p r i n t e r s  and d i m i n i s h  t h e  g e n e r a l  
l e v e l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  im h e d d e d n e s s .  Very s i m p ly ,  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c f  p r i n t e r s  would become l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  number 
o f  a s s o c i a t e s  any one p r i n t e r  c c u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  a c q u i r e .  At 
t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  imbeddedness  —  and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t s  r a t e  o f  d e c l i n e  —  would become more 
d ep en d e n t  cn t h e  d o n i n a n t  s t y l e  o f  t r a d e  b e h a v i o r  w i t h i n  t h e  
r e g i o n  t h a n  cn t he  n a t u r e  c f  t r a d e  g r o w th .  I n  New E n g la n d ,  
t h e  d o m in a n t  f a m i l i a l  s t y l e  k e p t  p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and 
w i t h  t h i s ,  enhanced  t i e  c h a n c e s  o f  a c g u i r i n g  i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  where t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t y l e  was more p r onounced ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  e f f e c t  was t o  
d e c r e a s e  t h e  ch ances  c f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e g i o n a l  t i e s .
As we s h i f t  f rom t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t c  t h e  l a r g e r  n e t w o r k .
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we r e q u i r e  a concoiDmitaut  change  i n  measu rement .  I n d i v i d u a l  
imbeddednes s  becomes a m a t t e r  of  ne twork  d e n s i t y ,  t h a t  i s ,  
t h e  d e g r e e  t c  which c o n n e c t i o n s  e x i s t e d  amorc ne twork  
members a t  any p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  Mere s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  " d e n s i t y "  
i s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which a l l  p o s s i b l e  l i n k a g e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
e n t i r e  ne twork  were a c t i v e  a t  any g i v e n  t i m e ,  a lways
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  " a c t i v e "  by t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  a d o p t e d  s a y s
n o t h i n g  a b o u t  use  b u t  o n l y  l i n k a g e s .  A d e n s i t y  o f  zero  would 
i n d i c a t e  a t o t a l l y  i n a c t i v e  n e tw o rk ,  a d e n s i t y  of  100 one  i n  
which a l l  p o s s i b l e  l i n k s  were a c t i v e . [ 1 4 ]  Tc s e e  how 
c o n n e c t e d ,  o r  how d e n se ,  t h e  t r a d e  a c t u a l l y  was a t
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t s  i n  t i m e ,  we can  l ook  a t  t h e  t o t a l  ne tw ork  
o f  p r i n t e r s  t h ro ug h  one ,  o r  any number ,  o f  t i m e - d e f i n e d  
"windows ."  F i g u r e  5 . 3  d e p i c t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  ne twork  
d e n s i t y  t h r o u g h  su ch  windows spaced  a t  f i v e - y e a r  i n t e r v a l s  
from 1700 t o  1780.
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P i q û r e  5 . 3
Netviork D e r s i t y  Among P r i n t e r s ,  1700-1780
W
T I M E
Note s :  f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  ne tw ork  d e n s i t y  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  5 
y e a r  i n t e r v a l s  f rom 1700 t o  1780.  Per  m ea su r e s  s e e  n o t e  14. 
S ou r c e :  p r o s o p o g r a p h y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Appendix 1.
Again  t h e  t a s i c  p a t t e r n  i s  c l e a r .  Network d e n s i t y  r o s e  
r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
peaked an a l e v e l  where  n e a r l y  60 p e r c e n t  c f  a l l  p r i n t e r s  i n  
t h e  Amer ican  c o l o n i e s  were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and 
t hen  d e c l i n e d  s t e a d i l y  t o  t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d .  I h e  g e n e r a l  
shape  o f  t h e  cu rve  a p p r o x i m a t e s  what  D a r r e t t  B. Butman h a s  
s u g g e s t e d  would t e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h i n  new c o m m u n i t i e s .  "The s e t t l e m e n t  p r o c e s s , "  he  has
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w r i t t e n ,  (and f o r  which we can  r e a d  t h e  g rowth  c f  t he  t r a d e )  
"would be marked by t h e  r a p i d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a few no da l  
p o i n t s  and  r e l a t i v e l y  d e n s e  n e t w o r k s . " [ 1 5 ]  Read ing  p r i n t e r s  
f o r  n o d a l  p o i n t s ,  t h e  a n a l o g y  becomes c l e a r .  Ru tnan  g o e s  on 
t o  s a y ,  t a k i n g  h i s  l e a d  f rcm n e tw o r k  a n a l y s i s  i n  s o c i o l o g y ,  
t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  d e n s i t y  n i g h t  r e f l e c t  a d i f f u s i o n  
b r o u g h t  on by a o d e r n i z a t i c n .  The d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  
t h e  e a r l y  Amer i can  p r e s s ,  ho we ve r ,  was f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a 
f u n c t i o n  c f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t r a d e ,  which i n c r e a s e d  a s  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  w or k i ng ,  and  p r i n t i n g  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e d .
A g e n e r a l  d i f f u s i c r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  n e t w o r k s  d i d ,  of  
c o u r s e ,  accompany t h e  growth  c f  t h e  t r a d e .  As t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
c f  p r i n t e r s  g rew,  sc t o o  d i d  t h e  number o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k s .  A c r o s s  town,  f rcm town to  t own,  f rom 
co lo n y  t o  c o l o n y ,  and from r e g i o n  t o  r e g i o n ,  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  t r a d e s m e n  a c q u i r e d  fo rmed  l i n k a g e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
t r a d e .  C u m u l a t i v e l y ,  i n d i v i d u a l  n e t w o r k s  formed two maj o r  
r e g i o n a l  c l u s t e r s ,  cne i n  New E n g la n d ,  t h e  o t h e r  i n  Middl e  
c c l c n i e s ,  which c o m p r i s e d  t he  s k e l e t a l  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  
l a r g e r  t r a d e .  The v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  l e v e l s  o f  i n t r a -  and 
i r t e r - r e g i c n a l  i m b e d d en e s s  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  i n  
c o n t r a s t ,  d i d  n o t  l e a d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  any c l e a r l y  
d e f i n e d  r e g i o n a l  c l u s t e r .  Each r e g i o n  p o s s e s s e d  c e r t a i n  
f e a t u r e s  a s  we have  s e e n .  I n  New E n g l a n d ,  i n d i v i d u a l
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n e tw o rk s  combined t o  make t h e  r e g i o n a l  ne twork  r e l a t i v e l y  
t i g h t - k n i t ,  wi t h  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  few t i e s  t o  t h e  Middle and 
S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s .  The r e g i o n a l  ne twork  o f  t h e  Middle  
c o l o n i e s  was,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  more p e r m e a b l e ,  w i t h  
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  more t i e s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .
T h u s f a r ,  we have  p resumed t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were bo t h  
u n i f o r m l y  p o s i t i v e  and a c t i v e .  C l e a r l y  t h i s  was n o t  
i n e v i t a b l y  t h e  c a s e .  Some a s s o c i a t i o n s  were n o t  a lw ay s ,  o r  
even  e v e r ,  u se d .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  were n o t  p o s i t i v e .  A p p r e n t i c e s  
r a n  away and p a r t n e r s h i p s  were d i s s o l v e d .  But  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  were n o t  u n d e r t a k e n  l i g h t l y ,  and a c o n n e c t i o n ,  
once  made,  was s t r o n g .  R e c a l l  f r a n k l i n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  h i s  
f i r s t  p a r t n e r ,  Hugh M e r e d i t h .  He saw t h e n  how F r a n k l i n  
c o n t i n u e d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t  d e t r i m e n t a l  
e f f e c t s .  And i t  i s  n o t  o n l y  F r a n k l i n  whose e x p e r i e n c e  
r e v e a l s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a d e  t i e s .  While i n  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  i n  1769,  I s a i a h  Thomas p roposed  a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  t c  Adam Boyd,  a p r i n t e r  i n  Wi lming ton ,  Nor th  
C a r o l i n a .  Boyd more o r  l e s s  p o l i t e l y  d e c l i n e d ,  s a y i n g  i n  
p a r t  t h a t  " i n  P a r t n e r s h i p s  of  any Kind P e op l e  s h o u l d  know 
e a c h  o t h e r ' s  D i s p o s i t i o n s  and P r i n c i p l e s  ve ry  we l l  b e f o r e  
t h e y  form t h a t  C o n n e c t i o n .  I  do n o t  mean t h i s  i n  any o t h e r  
l i g h t  t h a n  t h a t  We a r e  S t r a n g e r s  t o  e ach  o t h e r  and I  d a r e  
s a y  you would d i s l i k e  me a s  soon a s  I  would Y o u . " [ 1 6 ]
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Boyd f o r c e f u l l y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  view t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
were t o  be made c a r e f u l l y .  But  a s  ve saw wi t h  F r a n k l i n ,  
t h e r e  were  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  
o f  t i e s .  E a r l y  American p r i n t e r s  r a r e l y  s a i d  what  Boyd d i d ;  
i n d e e d ,  t h e y  r a r e l y  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  a t o u t  t h e i r  
c o n n e c t i o n s .  There  i s  one  e x c e p t i o n  which d e s e r v e s  s p e c i a l  
n o t e  f o r  i t  r e v e a l s  n e t  o n ly  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and r an g e  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  v e ry  f a c t  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n s  among 
t r a d e s m e n  hound them t o g e t h e r .  In  F e b r u a r y  1778,  John Ho l t  
w r o t e  t o  Wi l l iam Goddard i n  a n sw e r  t o  a r e q u e s t  from Goddard 
a b o u t  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  an  a t t a c k  on 
F r a n k l i n . [ 1 7 ]  I n  r e s p o n s e .  Ho l t  o f f e r e d  h i s  cwr a t t a c k  on 
F r a n k l i n  and on F r a n k l i r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  l o y a l t y .  The d e t a i l s  o f  
B e l t ' s  a t t a c k  a r e  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  h e r e  t h a n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
b a s i s  o f  b o t h  H o l t ' s  and G o d d a r d ' s  f e e l i n g s .  H o l t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  d i s t r u s t e d  F r a n k l i n  a s  one who a lways  a c t e d  f o r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  f a m i l y ,  and h i s  f r i e n d s .  
Moreover ,  t h e  t r a d e  e x p e r i e n c e s  of  b o th  H o l t  a rd  Goddard 
h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  no t  o n l y  why Ho l t  was w r i t i n g  t o  Goddard i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t u t  a l s o  why Goddard was c o n t e m p l a t i n g  an 
a t t a c k  on F r a i k l i n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and why Hol t  t h o u g h t  
F r a n k l i n  p u t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  c f  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  b e f o r e  
a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  A l l  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  t h e  s t o r y  o f f e r s  a 
t e l l i n g  view o f  t h e  v a l u e s  which p r i n t e r s  i m p l i c i t l y  p l a c e d  
on t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t t e y  had.
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I n  1778 t o t h  H c l t  and Goddard had been i n  t h e  t r a d e  f o r  
t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  Hc l t  had begun h i s  c a r e e r  i n  1754 a t  
Hoodbr idge ,  New J e r s e y  un d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  James  P a r k e r  a t  
f r a n k l i n ' s  b e h e s t ,  f r cm Nc od b r id ge ,  H c l t  went  o r  t o  manage 
P a r k e r ' s  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  a t  New Haven,  an o p e r a t i o n  F r a n k l i n  
had i n t e n d e d  c r g i n a l l y  f o r  h i s  nephew Benjamin Mecom. But  
when bo th  Meccm and F r a n k l i n ' s  e t h e r  nephew,  James  F r a n k l i n ,  
J r . ,  d e c l i n e d  t h e  o f f i c e ,  P a r k e r  t ook  i t  on.  I t  was a l s o  i n  
New Haven t h a t  Goddard began h i s  c a r e e r .  A p p e n t i c e d  t o  James 
Pa rke r  i n  1755,  Goddard a c t u a l l y  worked f o r  H o l t  and Thomas 
Green a t  New Haven s i n c e  P a r k e r  r ema ined  i n  Hoodb r i dge .  
Goddard s t a y e d  i n  New Haven u n t i l  1758,  when he went  t o  
f i n i s h  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  i n  P a r k e r ' s  New York shop.  H o l t  
l e f t  New Haven i n  1760,  a l s o  go ing  t o  New York where  he 
assumed t h e  management o f  P a r k e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  and H o l t  and 
Goddard were r e u n i t e d .  Goddard s t a y e d  i n  New York u n t i l  
1762/ when he went t c  P r o v i d e n c e  t o  b e g i n  b u s i n e s s  f o r  
h i m s e l f .  Thus f rcm 1755 t o  1762,  H c l t  and  Goddard worked 
t o g e t h e r  f o r  a l l  b u t  two y e a r s .
H o l t  and Goddard resumed t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  b r i e f l y  i n  
1765 when Gcccard  came t o  New Y o r k . [ 1 8 ]  H o l t  had ended h i s  
a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  P a r k e r  i n  1762 and d u r i n g  t h e  t i n e  Goddard  
was i n  New York,  he p r i n t e d  wi th  H c l t .  I n  t h e  summer o f  1766 
Goddard moved t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  where he s e t  up b u s i n e s s  and 
e s t a b l i h s e d  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  C h r o n i c l e . From 1766 t o  1775
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Goddard was i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and H c l t  i n  New York,  h u t  
n e i t h e r  man r ema ined  o u t s i d e  t h e  F r a n k l i n  s p h e r e .  G o d d a r d ' s  
p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  C h r o n i c l e , Thomas Wharton and 
J o s e p h  Ga l l o w ay ,  were  F r a n k l i n  a s s o c i a t e s :  i n d e e d  Gal loway 
was F r a n k l i n ' s  c h i e f  p o l i t i c a l  a l l y  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a . [ 1 9 ]  
B o l t  r em a in e d  i n s i d e  t h e  F r a n k l i n  weh hy v i r t u e  o f  a r u n n i n g  
b a t t l e  o v e r  d e b t s  w i th  h i s  o l d  mentor  P a r k e r ,  p e r h a p s  
F r a n k l i n ' s  most  t r u s t e d  t r a d e  t i e  n e x t  t o  David H a l l .  Both 
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  H o l t ' s  and P a r k e r ' s  and G o d d a r d ' s  and 
G a l l o w a y ' s ,  e r u p t e d  i n  a l l - o u t  f i g h t s  o f  which F r a n k l i n  was 
a lw a s s  and c o n s i s t e n t l y  a w a r e . [ 2 0 ]  The H o l t - P a r k e r  i m b r o g l i o  
c o n t i n u e d  even  a f t e r  P a r k e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  1770.  G o d d a r d ' s  and 
G a l l o w a y ' s ,  which i n v o l v e d  money and p o l i t i c s ,  s p i l l e d  o v e r  
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  i n t o  p u b l i c  v i ew a r d  ended  o n ly  when Goddard 
l e f t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  B a l t i m o r e  i n  1775.
On a n o t h e r  f r o n t ,  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  Goddard  f e l t  t h e  
F r a n k l i n  t o u c h  d i r e c t l y ,  and  i t  was p r o b a b l y  t h i s  t h a t  
prompted  him t o  a t t a c k  F r a n k l i n  h i m s e l f .  F r a n k l i n  had 
c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  p o s t a l  sy s tem s i n c e  1753,  d e a l i n g  o u t  
p o s t m a s t e r s h i p s  t o  f r i e n d s  and a s s o c i a t e s ,  and w i t h  them a 
c o m p e t i t i v e  edge  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  I n  1774 Goddard began t o  
o r g a n i z e  a " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o s t  o f f i c e "  which would s u p p l a n t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  B r i t i s h  s y s t e m .  A f t e r  a y e a r  o f  t r a v e l l i n g ,  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t a c t s ,  and s e t t i n g  up r o u t e s ,  Goddard t o o k  
h i s  scheme t o  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g r e s s  f o r  s a n c t i o n ,  o n l y  t o
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be r e b u f f e d ,  l a r g e l y  as  a r e s u l t  c f  G a l l o w a y ' s  e f f o r t s . [ 2 1 ]  
The Second C o n t i n e n t a l  C o n g r e s s  a d o p t e d  t h e  sys tem b u t  
a p p o i n t e d  F r a n k l i n ,  n e t  Godda rd ,  p o s t m a s t e r .  Nor was 
Goddard,  f o r  a l l  h i s  work,  awarded even  t h e  s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  
p o s i t i o n  c f  c o n t r o l l e r .  F r a n k l i n  gave  t h i s  t o  h i s  
s o n - i n - l a w ,  E i c h a r d  Eache ,  and t he  r a t h e r  m en i a l  p o s t  o f  
i n s p e c t o r  t o  G o d d a r d . [ 2 2 ]  For o v e r  two d e c a d e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
Goddard had worked f o r ,  compe ted  w i t h ,  and f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  
F r a n k l i n ' s  r e l a t i v e s ,  f r i e n d s ,  and a s s o c i a t e s  b o t h  i n  and 
ou t  o f  p r i n t i n g -  He had l e a r n e d  t h e  power of  t h e  F r a n k l i n  
sp h e re  and c o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  f e e l  e m b i t t e r e d .
H o l t  had s u r v i v e d  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  F r a n k l i n  
s p h e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s c a t h e d .  Bu t  H o l t  s t i l l  m i s t r u s t e d  
F r a n k l i n .  Ye t  f o r  e v e r y  r e a s o n  he  gave t o  j u s t i f y  G o d d a r d ' s  
a t t a c k ,  he o f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  why t h e  a t t a c k  would be un w i se .  
Ore of  t h e  l a t t e r  i n v o l v e d  a b r u s h  Goddard had w i t h  t h e  Whig 
Club o f  B a l t i m o r e  o v e r  a s u p p o s e d l y  i r o n i c a l  p i e c e  Goddard 
had p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Ka rv l an d  J o u r n a l . F 231 H o l t  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  h i s  and G o d d a r d ' s  " f r i e n d s "  t h o u g h t  t h e  p i e c e  open t o  
more t h a n  one i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  a rgumen t  
i s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  G o d d a r d ' s  and H o l t ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  " f r i e n d s ,  were  i n v o l v e d .  And among t h e  
f r i e n d s  were Thomas Green ,  w i t h  whom b o t h  Ho l t  and Goddard 
had worked t w e n ty  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  and  E l e a z e r  Oswa ld ,  who had 
m ar r i ed  H o l t ' s  d a u g h t e r  and w i t h  whom Goddard would l a t e r
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form a p a r t n e r s h i p .
I n  c l o s i n g ,  H c l t  e x p r e s s e d  r e l u c t a n c e  a t  becoming 
i n v o l v e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  G o d d a r d ' s  a t t a c k ,  and he  v e n t  t o  g r e a t  
p a i n s  t o  t e l l  Goddard n o t  t o  i m p l i c a t e  h im.  " I f  i t  be 
s u p p o s e d . H o l t  w r o t e ,  " t h a t  I  have  had  t h e  l e a s t  Sh a r e  o r  
Concern  i n ,  o r  even t e e n  p r i v y  t o  you r  A t t a c k  . . .  i t  w i l l  
weaken t h e  E f f e c t s  o f  i t ,  and l o c k  l i k e  a c o m b i n a t i o n . "  Yet 
a t  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  H c l t  was t e l l i n g  Goddard  n o t  t o  
ment ion  h i s  rame,  he r e v e a l e d  what  bound him t o  Goddard .  
"Your l o n g  E e s i d e n c e  i n  my F a m i l y ,  your  C o n n e c t i o n  wi th  me, 
and t h e  common Conce rn  we have had i n  many M a t t e r s  o f  a 
p u b l i c k  N a t u r e ,  may n a t u r a l l y  be supposed  t o  h av e  g iven  you 
a p e r s o n a l  Knowledge c f  n e s t  c f  t h e  M a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  me 
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be wor th  you r  w h i l e  t o  m e n t i o n . " [ 2 4 ]  He re ,  i n  
t e r m s  a l m o s t  as  b l u n t  a s  B o y d ' s ,  was a s t a t e m e n t  o f  what 
bound t h e s e  p r i n t e r s  t o g e t h e r  and moved them t o  a c t .  Fami ly  
and f r i e n d s .  These  were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  bonds  among 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t r a d e s m e n ,  one s  which s t o o d  above 
" M a t t e r s  of  a p u b l i c k  N a t u r e . "
The v a l u e s  H o l t  e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and t h e i r  
s t r e n g t h  were ve ry  much l i k e  F r a n k l i n ' s  o f  a h a l f - c e n t u r y  
b e f o r e .  T rade  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were t o  be formed w i t h  c a r e  f o r  
t h e y  r a n k e d  second o n l y  t o  f a m i l y  t i e s  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  Below 
t h e s e ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  H o l t ,  came p o l i t i c s .  What H o l t ,  F r a n k l i n ,
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
152
and Boyd s a i d  g i v e s  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  we have 
s e e n  i n  t h e  t r a d e  a t  l a r g e .  F a m i l i e s  bound t r a d e s m e n ,  and 
where  f a m i l i e s  were n e s t  p r onounced ,  a s  i n  New England ,  t h e  
t r a d e  was most  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d .  Where p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t i e s  —  c o n n e c t i o n s  —  were do m ina n t ,  a s  i n  t he  Middle  
c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  t r a d e  was most  d i f f u s e .  Yet  everywhe re  
t r a d e s m e n  p o s s e s s e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  no s m a l l  number.  The 
l o n g e r  t h ey  s u r v i v e d  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  t h e  more t h e y  
a c c u m u l a t e d .  And i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t r ad e sm en  used t h e i r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  C l e a r l y  Goddard used  h i s  f o r  adv ice  and 
c o u n s e l .  I s a i a h  Thomas,  t o o ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  used  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  
i n  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  h i s  Roya l  Amer i can 
Magazine ,  t h r e e  o f  whom i t  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d ,  were Thomas 
Green ,  John  B o l t ,  and Wi l l i am  Goddard.  I f  Thomas’ magazine  
i s  any g u i d e ,  we can  e x p e c t  t h a t  p r i n t e d  works f o l l o w e d  
ne tw ork  l i n e s  i n  t h e  same way t h a t  men and f r i e n d s h i p s  d i d .
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1. The Roya l  American Magazine  (E os t on ,  1774) was s o l d  by 
D a n i e l  Fcwle ( P o r t s m o u t h ,  New H a m p s h i r e ) , Henry W a l t e r  
T i n g e s  (Newburypor t ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ) , Samuel  and 
E t e n e z e r  Ha l l  (Sa l em) ,  John  C a r t e r  ( P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode 
I s l a n d ) , Sclomcn Scu th wic k  (N e w p or t ) ,  Eb en e ze r  Watson 
( H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ) ,  Thomas and Samuel  Green (New 
Haven) , Timothy Green (New London) , J o hn  Bo l t  (New 
Y o r k ) ,  Thomas and Wi l l i am  B r a d f o r d  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  Anne 
Green ( A n n a p o l i s ,  M a r y l a n d ) ,  R o b e r t  W e l l s  and C h a r l e s  
Crouch ( C h a r l e s t o n ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ) . With t h e  t h i r d  
i s s u e  i n  March 1774,  t h e  name o f  W i l l i a m  Goddard 
( B a l t i m o r e )  was added .  Thomas c o n t i n u e d  t h e  magaz ine  
u n t i l  J une  when he s o l d  i t  t o  J o s e p h  G r e e l e a f ,  a f t e r  
which t h e  i m p r i n t  r e a d  s i m p l y  " P r i n t e d  and Sold  a t  
GREELEAF'E P r i n t i n g - O f f i c e . .
2. Roya l  American Magaz ine ,  No. 1 ( J a n u a r y ,  1774) ,  i i i  
(American A n t i g u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  c o p y ) .
3. The d e t a i l s  o f  Thomas'  l i f e  a r e  drawn main ly  from h i s  
own The H i s t o r y  o f  Pr i n t i n g  i n  Ame r i ca , 2 n d . ,  e d n . ,  
Marcus A. McCcr i son ,  e d .  (1874;  New York ,  1972 ) ,  
154-170;  and I s a i a h  Thomas,  Three  A u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  
F r a gm en t s  ( W o r c e s t e r ,  M a ss . ,  1972) ,
4.  Samuel  ( 1740-1807)  and E b e n e z e r  (1749-1776)  Ba l l  were
b r o t h e r s  and a r e  t r e a t e d  t o g e t h e r .  Both were nephews o f  
D a n i e l  Fcwle ,  and Thomas '  m a s t e r ,  Z e c h a r i a h  Eowle.  I n  
t h e  a b s e n c e  of  a p e r s o n a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  be tween  Thomas
and  t h e  H a l l s ,  t h e  k i n  c o n n e c t i o n  may w e l l  have  t a k e n
i t s  p l a c e .
5.  Thomas,  H i s t o r y  c f  P r i n t i n g , 163.
6 . Thomas C. C o c h r a n ,  B u s i n e s s  i n  Amer i can L i f e  : A H i s t o r y
(New York ,  1972 ) ,  e s p . ,  19, 2 1 - 2 2 ;  A l f r e d  D. C h a n d l e r ,
J r . . ,  The Vi s i b l e  Hand : The M a n a g e r i a l  Revo l u t i o n i n
American B u s i n e s s  (Cambr idge ,  M a ss . ,  1 97 7 ) ,  15 -48 ,
e s p . ,  17 -19 .  See a l s o ,  C o c h r an ,  "Toward a U s e f u l  Model 
o f  S o c i a l  C h a n g e , "  i n  George  Roge r s  T a y l o r  and L u c i u s  
F.  E l l s w o r t h ,  e d s , .  App roaches  t o  American Economic 
H i s t o r y  ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V a . ,  1971 ) ,  5 0 - 6 2 .
7.  Norman E. Whi t tem,  J r .  and  A lv in  W. Wol f e ,  "Newtork 
A n a l y s i s , "  i n  John J .  Honigmann,  e d . , Handbook o f  
S o c i a l  a rd  C u l t u r a l  A r t h r o p o l o g y ( C h i ca g o ,  1973) ,  
7* 7 - 7 46 .  T e r t i a r y  o r  t w i c e - r e m o v e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  s een  a s  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  r e a c h a b i l i t y .  L i n k a g e s  
o f  g r e a t e r  degree  do no t  seem t c  be o p e r a t i v e .
8 .. The o n l y  g e n e r a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  ne twork  a n a l y s i s  by a
1 .
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h i s t o r i a n  i s  E a r r e t t  B. 
H i s t o r i c a l  Methods X I I I  
" A p p e n d i x , ” 3 7 - 3 9 .  Among 
P e t e r  Hagge t t  and B i c h a r d  
i n  Geography J Iondon ,  
"Network  A n a l y s i s " ;  and 
M i t c h e l l ,  e d s . .  Network 
I n t e r a c t i o n  (The Hague,
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Butman,  "Community S t u d y , "  
( 1 980 ) ;  2 9 - 4 1 ;  e s p . ,
t h e  more u s e f u l  works a r e  
J .  C h c r l e y ,  Network A n a l y s i s  
1969 ) ;  W h i t t e n  and Wolfe ,  
J e remy  E o i s s e v a i n  and J .  Clyde  
A n a l y s i s ;  S t u d i e s  i n  Human 
19 73 ) .
9.  These  p a r t i c u l a r  d e f i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  a d o p t e d
from Al v i n  W. K c l f e ,  "Cn S t r u c t u r a l  Com par i sons  o f  
N e t w o r k s , "  C a n ad i a n  Review o f  S o c i o l o g y  and 
A n t h r o p o l o g y  IV ( 19 7 0 ) ,  2 2 6 - 2 4 4 .  Fo r  a c o n d e n s a t i o n ,
s ee  Whi t t en  and  Wolfe ,  "Ne twork A n a l y s i s , "  7 24 ,  735.
10. F u l l y  20% (54 c f  265) p r i n t e r s  had  no known working  
t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  A s s o c i a t i o n s  and a s s o c i a t e s  a r e  
used synonymous ly  t h r o u g h o u t .  T h i s  u s a g e  o b s c u r e s  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  c f  working  t r a d e  t i e s  ( f o r  e xa m p le ,  an 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  and a p a r t n e r s h i p )  wi th  t h e  same 
i n d i y i d u a l .  The f o c u s  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  howeyer ,  i s  
t h e  r a n g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a s s o c i a t e s  i n d i y i d u a l s  
p o s s e s s e d .
11. I n  one s e n s e ,  t h e s e  a v e r a g e s  a r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  Us ing  a 
C Mean,  a measure  o f  c e n t r a l  t e n d e n c y  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i t h i n  u n i t s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  number o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  
p r i n t e r s  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :
C Mean
Pr im ary  4 . 8
Secondary  11.6
l u l l  3 3 . 6
F u l l  i n d i c a t e s  t i e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y ,  
and t e r t i a r y  a s s o c i a t e s .  See D a n i e l  S c o t t  Sm i t h ,  
" A v e r ag e s  f o r  U n i t s  and A v e r age s  f o r  I n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  
U n i t s :  A N o t e , "  J o u r n a l  c f  Fami l y  Hi s t o r y , IV (1979) ,
8 4 - 8 6 .
12. The C Mean o f  k in  f o r  p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  1639-1763 p e r i o d  
was 12 .7 ,  a g a i n  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  numbers  p r e s e n t e d .
13. The c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween i n d i v i d u a l  imb e dd ed ne s s  i n  t h e
t r a d e  ( t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  a l l  p r i n t e r s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of  any t r a d e s m a n ' s  c a r e e r  w i t h  whom he c ou ld  
have  be e n  a s s o c i a t e d )  and d u r a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  t o  1783 was .61 ( r2 = . 3 7 ,  F = 1 5 7 .5 ,  S i g n .  =
. 0 1 ) .
14. D e n s i t y  i s  computed as  (Na /  Nt) x 100,  where  Na i s  t h e




number  c f  a c t i v e  
t h e  number c f  p c t e n  
a s  (N/2) X (N -1)  
o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .  Fo r  
o t h e r  m ea su re s  s e e  
3 7 - 3 9 ;  and  Eudo Nie 
N o t i o n  o f  D e n s i t y  
and M i t c h e l l ,  e d s
l i n k a g e s  w i t h i n  t h e  ne tw ork ,  and Nt 
t i a l  l i n k a g e s .  Nt i s  i t s e l f  computed 
where  N i s  t h e  s i z e  ( t h e  p o p u l a t i o n )  
a f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  and 
Butman,  "Community S t u d y , "  Appendix ,  
m e i j e r ,  "Some A p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
t o  Network A n a l y s i s , "  i n  E o i s s e v i a n  
Network A n a l y s i s , 45 -6 4 .
Butman,  "Community S t u d y , "  34.
Adam Boyd t o  
P a p e r s ,  Box 
W o r c e s t e r .
I s a i a h  Thomas,  Dec.  2 ,  1769,  I s a i a h  Thomas 






For  a f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  s e e  C h a r l e s  K e t h e r e l l ,  " ' F o r  
These  o r  Such l i k e  R e a s o n s : '  J ohn  H o l t ' s  n a t t a c k  on 
Benjamin F r a n k l i n , "  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  American 
A n t i g u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ,  LXXXIXX (1978 ) ,  25 1 - 275 .
G o d d a r d ' s  o n l y  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  Ehode I s l a n d  was f rom a 
F r a n k l i n  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s ,  headed  i n t i t a l l y  by Ann 
F r a n k l i n  ( 1 6 9 5 - 1 7 6 3 ) ,  and t h en  by Samuel H a l l  
( 1740-1780)  who m a r r i e d  Ann F r a n k l i n ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  S a r a h ,  
i n  1763,  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r i n t  i n  Newpor t  u r t i l  1768-
Thomas Whar ton (1735-1778)  and J o s e p h  Gal loway 
(1 7 3 0 - 1 8 0 3 ) .  On F r a n k l i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  Gal loway ,  
s e e  Benjamin B.. Newcomb, F r a n k l i n  a n d Ga l loway:  A
Po l i t i c a l  P a r t n e r s h i p  (New Haven,  1972 ) .
H o l t ' s  d i s p u t e  w i t h  P a r k e r  i s  t h o r o u g h l y  t r e a t e d  i n  
B e v e r l y  McAnear,  " J a m es  P a r k e r  v e r s u s  Joh n  H o l t , "  
P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  New J e r s e y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , I IX 
(1 94 1 ) ,  7 7 - 9 5 ,  198 -212 .  G o d d a r d ' s  d i s p u t e  w i t h  Whar ton
and Gal loway i s  t r e a t e d  i n  Ward L. M i n e r ,  Wi l l i a m  
Godda rd ,  Newspaperman (Durban,  N .C . ,  196 2 ) ,  65 -103 ,  and 
i n  Godda rd ,  The P a r t n e r s h i p : o r  t h e  Hi s t o r y  o f  t h e  B i s e  
and P r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  C h r o n i c l e  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1 7 70 ) .  An o th e r  a t t a c k  on Gal loway by 
Goddard  i s  A True  and F a i t h f u l  N a r r a t i v e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
17 7 1 ) ,  t o  which F r a n k l i n ' s  r e s p o n s e  was:  " I  c a s t  my eye  
o v e r  G o d d a r d ' s  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  o u r  F r i e n d  Mr. Ga l loway 
and l i t  my F i r e  w i th  i t .  I  t h i n k  such  f e e b l e  m a l i c i o u s  
A t t a c k s  c a n n o t  h u r t  h i m . "  F r a n k l i n  t o  W i l l i a m  F r a n k l i n ,  
J a n .  30,  1772, F r a r k l i n  P a p e r s , XIX, 51.
G o d d a r d ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  
t r e a t e d  i n  Mine r ,  Wi I l i am Go dda rd . 111-136.
a r e  w e l l
22.  E i c h a r d  Bache (1737-1814)  m a r r i e d  F r a n k l i n ' s  d a u g h t e r
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Sa r ah  ( 17 4 7 -1 80 8 ) ,
I 23 .  S e e ,  M in e r ,  Wi l l i a m  Goddard , 150-162.
f 24 .  H e t h e r e l l ,  " ' F o r  These  o r  Such l i k e  R e a s o n s ' , "  274.
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
iCHAPTER SIX
DIFFUSION
The d i f f u s i o n  c f  p r i n t e d  works i n  e a r l y  America 
g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w e d  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l i n e s .  T h a t  movement,  
however ,  was e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d .  L e s s  t h a n  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
c o l o n i a l  i m p r i n t s  were e v e r  r e p r i n t e d ,  and f ew er  s t i l l  were 
p r i n t e d  i n  more t h a n  cne  p l a c e .  Both  t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  
of  t r a d e  n e tw o rk s  worked t o  minimize  t h e  i n t r a -  and 
i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  f l ow c f  t h e  pr i i>_ed word.  The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
d i f f u s i o n  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  augmented t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  of  t r a d e  
n e tw ork s  t o  l i m i t  movement.  A l l  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  and 
r e i n f o r c e d  an i n n a t e  p r o v i n c i a l i s m  o f  t h e  e a r l y  American 
p r e s s .
Two t a s i o  g u e s t i o n s  must he c o n f r o n t e d  b e f o r e  we can 
a s s e s s  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  c f  t h e  p r i n t e d  word.  The f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  
t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which we might  e x p e c t  works t o  f low a lo ng  
ne twork  l i n e s ,  t h e  s econd ,  how l i k e l y  we a r e  t o  s e e  t h a t  
f l o w .
Both t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  t r a d e  g rowth  and t h e  e x t e n t  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l  ne tworks  would l o g i c a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  
of  p r i n t e d  works.  As more and more p r i n t e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  
t r a d e ,  more and more was p r i n t e d .  Yet  a s  p r o d u c t i o n
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i n c r e a s e d ,  b c t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  l e v e l  c f  ne twork  d e n s i t y  and t h e  
l e v e l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  ne twork  im be dde dne s s  d e c l i n e d .  Simply 
p u t ,  a s  t h e  number o f  works which c o n c e i v a b l y  c o u l d  be  moved 
t h r o u g h  n e tw o rk s  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l
n e tw o rks  t o  a c t  a s  c o n d u i t s  d e c r e a s e d -  As t im e  p r o g r e s s e d ,  
bo th  t h e  a b s o l u t e  s i z e  o f  ne tw o rk s  and t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
l a r g e r  t r a d e  which n e t w o r k s  r e p r e s e n t e d  d e c l i n e d .  Thus  we 
might  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  mgvement o f  p r i n t e d  works  a l o n g  
ne twork  l i n e s  would be  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  g r e a t e r  e a r l i e r ,  when 
ne tworks  were l a r g e r  and t r a d e s m e n  more imbedded ,  even 
though  l e s s  was b e i n g  p r i n t e d  t h a n  i n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s .
R e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  i m b e d d e d n e s s ,  would a l s o  
a f f e c t  movement.  I n  New E ng lan d  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  ne twork
imbeddednes s  was l ower  t h a n  i t  was i n  t h e  Midd l e  c o l o n i e s .
C o n s e g u e n t l y ,  we o u g h t  to  e x p e c t  f e w e r  works  t o  f l o w  o u t  o f  
New England t h a n  o u t  o f  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s ,  where
i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  imbeddednes s  was h i g h e r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  a l l  
r e g i o n s ,  bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  New England  where i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  
imbeddednes s  was h i g h e s t ,  we can  e x p e c t  t h e  f l o w  c f  p r i n t e d  
wcrks t o  be low f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  l o g i c a l l y
would s e r v e  no p u r p o s e .  A p r i n t e r  i n  Bos ton  would n o t
r e - p r i n t  t he  work o f  an a s s o c i a t e  i f  t h a t  a s s o c i a t e  were
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  e f f i c a c y  c f  u s i n g  n e t w o r k s  
must  be c o n s i d e r e d .
L
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These  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n s  which c a n n o t  t e  t a k e n  
l i g h t l y .  He c a n n o t  e x p e c t  any movement o f  works t h r o u g h  
ne tworks  i f  n e i t h e r  t i e  n e tw o rk s  e x i s t e d  nor  no u s e f u l  
pu rpose  c o u l d  fce s e r v e d .  An a d d i t i o n a l  c o nc e rn  i n v o l v e s  o u r  
a b i l i t y  t c  s e e  movement u s i n g  t h e  i m p r i n t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I f  
we ap p r oa ch  t h e  m a t t e r  f rom t h e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  c f  p r i n t e r s  
and t h e i r  i m p r i n t s  we must  d e a l  w i t h  a ve ry  l i m i t e d  s a m p le .  
Roughly 90 p e r c e n t  c a r r y  t h e  rame of a p r i n t e r . [ 1 ] Only
ab o u t  13 p e r c e n t ,  o r  j u s t  unde r  3 , 200  i m p r i n t s ,  ho w e v e r ,
t e a r  t h e  names c f  two o r  more p r i n t e r s .  And o f  t h e s e ,  o n l y  
121 (3.8 p e r c e n t )  i d e n t i f y  p r i n t e r s  working i n  two o r  more 
l o c a l e s .  Ano the r  a p p r o a c h  i s  t o  e xam ine  s p e c i f i c  wcrks  which 
were p r i n t e d  i n  more t h a n  one p l a c e ,  o r  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  
I f  p a r t i c u l a r  a u t h o r s  o r  p i e c e s  e n j o y e d  more t h a n  l o c a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  we m ig h t  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t e r s  o f  t h e s e  
works would be c o n n e c t e d .  Here t h e  number c f  works  i n v o l v e d  
i s  l a r g e r ,  j u s t  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0 ,  b u t  s t i l l  a f r a c t i o n  of  t h e  
t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Amer ican  p r e s s .
F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  p r o c e s s  
i t s e l f  t o  c o n s i d e r .  L ik e  n e t w o r k s ,  d i f f u s i o n  h a s  been  t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  much work,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  g e o g r a p h y . [ 2  ] 
F u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  d i f f u s i o n  i s  t h e  movement o f  a n y t h i n g  — an
i d e a ,  an i n n o v a t i o n  —  t h r o u g h  t i m e  and s p a c e .  While
c o n c e p t u a l l y  s i m p l e ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i f f u s i o n  - -  l i k e  t h e  
i r t e r a c t i o n  c f  n e tw o r k s  —  i s  co mp lex .  G e o g ra p h e r s
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d i s c r i m i n a t e  be tween  two b a s i c  t y p e s  o f  d i f f u s i o n .  One i s  
t e rmed  " e x p a n s i o n  d i f f u s i o n "  and i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  whereby a 
c a r r i e r  t r a n s m i t s  s o m e t h i n g ,  an i d e a ,  f o r  e xa m p le ,  t o
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  d i r e c t l y .  Through t i m e ,  t h e  number o f  p e r s o n s  
who know a t o u t  t h e  i d e a  i n c r e a s e s .  S p a t i a l l y ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  
t e l l e r s  n o r  t h e  r e c e i v e r s  move,  and t h e  i d e a  d i f f u s e s  
d i r e c t l y  f rcm one p e r s o n  t c  a n o t h e r .  The second  g e n e r a l  t y p e  
i s  t e rmed  " r e l o c a t i o n  d i f f u s i o n "  and i n v o l v e s  t h e  movement 
o f  t h e  c a r r i e r  h i m s e l f .  M i g r a t i o n  i s  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  W i th in  
t h e s e  two g e n e r a l  t y p e s  o f  d i f f u s i o n  a r e  two s u h - t y p e s  o f  
p r o c e s s e s .  The f i r s t ,  " c o n t a g i o u s  d i f f u s i o n , "  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  
e x pa n s i on  d i f f u s i o n ,  b u t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  f a s t e r ,  and t h e  power  
o f  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  d e c r e a s e s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  wi th  d i s t a n c e .  The
second  s u b - t y p e ,  " h i e r a r c h i a l  d i f f u s i o n , "  i s  a form o f
r e l o c a t i o n  d i f f u s i o n .  The e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
two i s  t h a t  h i e r a r c h i a l  d i f f u s i o n  g e n e r a l l y  a d h e r e s  t o  some 
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y ,  such  a s  t he  s i z e  o f  t owns  
o r  t h e  r o u t e s  o f  t r a d e .  I n  e a r l y  Amer ica ,  f o r  example ,  goods  
f rcm London would p r o b a b l y  r e a c h  New Haven,  C o n n e c t i c u t  
t h r o u g h  Bos ton  i n  a h i e r a r c h i a l ,  s t e p p e d  manner r a t h e r  t h a n  
d i r e c t l y .
D i f f u s i o n  i s  r a r e l y  o f  a s i n g l e  t y p e .  More o f t e n  t h a n  
n o t  i t  w i l l  p o s s e s s  f e a t u r e s  o f  s e v e r a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  a l l  o f  
which c an  c h a n g e  i n  t ime a s  w e l l .  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  o f
d i f f u s i o n ,  f o r  e xa m p l e ,  r e l o c a t i o n  d i f f u s i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y
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mere e v i d e n t  t h an  e x p a n s i o n  d i f f u s i o n -  The r e v e r s e  i s  t r u e  
i n  l a t e r  s t a g e s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p r e s s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e s e  t e r m s  
t h e  p o i n t  becomes c l e a r .  The t r a d e  grew a s  t h e  number o f  
p r i n t e r s  g rew.  S p a t i a l l y ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t r a d e  
g r owt h ,  r e l o c a t i o n ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  h i e r a r c h i a l ,  
d i f f u s i o n  was as  e v i d e n t  a s  e x p a n s i o n  d i f f u s i o n .  E c s t o n ,  New 
York,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  and C h a r l e s t o n  a l l  had 
p r e s s e s  b e f o r e  New Haven,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  B u r l i n g t o n ,  New 
J e r s e y ,  o r  New Be rn ,  Nor th  C a r o l i n a .  Whi le  t h i s  c o n e s  a s  no 
s u r p r i s e ,  t h e s e  b e in g  t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  gove rnment  and  commerce 
i n  c o l o n i a l  Ameri ca ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  remember- The g rowth  
o f  t he  t r a d e ,  howeve r ,  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  marked by e x p a n s i o n  
d i f f u s i o n  a s  p r i n t e r s  t r a i n e d  new men. In  New E n g la n d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  new men s t a y e d  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  and  p r i n t i n g  
d i f f u s e d  i n  an " e x p a n s i v e "  manner .
Two a d d i t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  d i f f u s i o n  w a r r a n t  n o t e .  The 
f i r s t  i s  t h a t  i n  a l l  d i f f u s i o n  " c a r r i e r s "  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  
I d e a s  o r  i n n o v a t i o n s  do n o t  s p r e a d  by t h e m s e l v e s .  They a r e  
c a r r i e d .  While  p a i n f u l l y  s i m p l e  —  a s  s imp le  as  t h e  i d e a  o f  
d i f f u s i o n  i t s e l f  —  i t  i s  s t i l l  a f u n d a m e n ta l  p o i n t  w i t h  
i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  To have  any  work p r i n t e d  i n  two 
p l a c e s  r e g u i r e s  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  t h e r e  be p r i n t e r s  i n  b o t h  
p l a c e s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  work be known to  b c t h  p r i n t e r s .  And t o  
have  t h e  work known to  each  p r i n t e r  by t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  
a d o p t e d  h e r e  r e g u i r e s  a t r a d e  t i e .  The s econd i s  t h a t  a l l
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d i f f u s i o n  can  be i n t e r r u p t e d ,  s l owed ,  c r  even  s t o p pe d  by 
b a r r i e r s .  The n a t u r e  c f  b a r r i e r s  a f f e c t i n g  d i f f u s i o n  a r e  n o t  
s imp ly  p h y s i c a l ,  b u t  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
a s  w e l l .
I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t r a d e  n e t w o r k s ,  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  d i f f u s i o n  p r o v i d e  a c o n t e x t  i n  which 
t h e  movement o f  p r i n t e d  works c an  be  p l a c e d .  The t h r e e  
f e a t u r e s  of  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  how eve r ,  a r e  a l l  n e g a t i v e  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h e y  i n d i v i d u a l l y  r ed u c e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  any 
s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f u s i c r  o f  p r i n t e d  works o c c u r r e d .  F i r s t ,  a s  
h a s  been s a i d ,  t r a d e  n e t w o r k s  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  s i z e  (and 
more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  ne twork  imbeddenes s  which t h e y  
r e p r e s e n t e d )  would min imize  t h e  c h an c es  f o r  works t o  be 
moved a c r o s s  ne twork  l i n e s  as  t i m e  p r o g e s s e d ,  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
imbeddednes s  d e c l i n e d  w i t h  t i m e .  Second,  any d i f f u s i o n  would 
assume t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  " h i e a r c h i a l  d i f f u s i o n "  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  s t a g e s  c f  t r a d e  growth  i n  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  t han  
" e x p a n s i o n  d i f f u s i o n . "  Aga in ,  t h e  r e v e r s e  would he more t h e  
c a s e  i n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h i r d ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  t r a d e  t o  move works a c r o s s  s p a c e  would be a f f e c t e d  by a 
v a r i e t y  of  b a r r i e r s .  The p r i n c i p a l  p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r ,  
d i s t a n c e ,  would be most  p rono unc ed  i n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  when ne twork  im b e d d e d n e s s  was low and a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
t i e s  l i m i t e d .  P o l i t i c a l  b a r r i e r s  would i n  g e n e r a l  a lways  
work t o  b l o c k  movement.  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l aws  would no t
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l o g i c a l l y  be r e - p r i n t e d  i n  New York o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Because  
gove rnment  p r i n t i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  r o u g h l y  a t h i r d  of  a l l
c o l o n i a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b a r r i e r  would b e  
p r onounced .T3  ]
C u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  p r e s e n t  d i f f e r e n t  p ro b l em s  and
b a r r i e r s  c f  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e n g t h s .  One c u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r  would 
be l i n g u i s t i c ,  which in  c o l o n i a l  Amer i can  r e d u c e s  t o  t h e
German l a n g u a g e  p r e s s  o f  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s .  German
l a n g u a g e  works would no t  be l i k e l y  t c  move i n t o  New England
o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c c l c n i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  we m ig h t  e x p e c t  E n g l i s h  
l a n g u a g e  works t o  be r e p r i n t e d  by German p r i n t e r s ,  and t h i s  
was i n d e e d  t h e  c a s e . [ 4 ]  An o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r  would be 
r e l i g i o u s ,  and h e r e  t h e  p rob l em i s  more co mp le x .  C l e a r l y  
much o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  p a r t c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  and e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  was o f  a 
r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  works 
v a r i e d ,  c l a s s i f i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t  c f  t h e  p r e s s  by c o n t e n t  i s  
p a t e n t l y  beyond t h e  s cope  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  b u t  so m e th in g  mus t
be s a i d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  we would n o t  e x p e c t  r e l i g i o u s  works ,
and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  New England r e l i g i o u s  w o rk s ,  t o  en joy  more 
t h a n  a r e g i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  l i k e  gove rnm en t  p r i n t i n g ,  
l o c a l  o r  r e g i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n  would n o t  be l i k e l y  
t o  f l ow a c r o s s  r e g i o n a l  l i n e s  e ven  t h o u gh  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  do 
t h i s  was g r e a t e s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e s e  works  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  
h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p r i n t i n g . .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  s m a l l e r  t h e
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t r a d e  t h e  mere p a t e n t l y  l o c a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  
t h e  p r e s s  would be .
I n  tandem t h e n ,  t h e  n a t u r e  and  c h a n g i n g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
b o t h  n e tw o r k s  and d i f f t s i o n  would l o g i c a l l y  work 1o c r e a t e  a 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  vihich more p r i n t e r s  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  make 
f o r  g r e a t e r  c h a n c e s  o f  works b e i n g  moved a c r o s s  p r o v i n c i a l  
l i n e s ;  i n d e e d ,  g u i t e  t h e  r e v e r s e .  The f e w e r  p r i n t e r s  t h e r e  
were,  t h e  h i g h e r  b o t h  t o t a l  t r a d e  and i n d i v i d u a l  ne twork  
i n b e d d e d n e s s ,  and t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  s p a t i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  among 
c o nn ec t e d  p r i n t e r s .  As t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  t r a d e  grew and more 
was p r i n t e d ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  more d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  b e i n g  
p r i n t e d  would i n c r e a s e ,  h o t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  
p r i n t e r s  t o  move wcrks  a c r o s s  g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e  would 
d e c r e a s e  b e c a u s e  of  d e c l i n i n g  i n b e d d e d n e s s  and s p a t i a l  
s e p a r a t i o n  of  ne twork  p r i n t e r s ,  which would r educe  t h e  
e f f i c a c y  o f  u s i n g  n e t w o r k s .  The n e t  e f f e c t  would be t o  
m a i n t a i n  and r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i n h e r e n t  p r o v i n c i a l  n a t u r e  o f  
bo t h  t r a d e s m e n  and t h e i r  p r i n t i n g .
T he re  i s ,  howeve r ,  a m i s s i n g  l i n k ,  and what  c an  be 
t ermed a " w i l d c a r d "  f a c t o r -  The m i s s i n g  l i n k  i s  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
ne wspape r ,  t i e  number o f  which i n c r e a s e d  —  l i k e  a l l  
p r i n t i n g  — i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  number o f  p r i n t e r s  i n  t h e  
t r a d e .  Newspape r s ,  p u b l i s h e d  more f r e q u e n t l y  and t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  p e r i o d  marked by m as s iv e  r e p r i n t i n g  o f  b o t h  c o l o n i a l  and 
B r i t i s h  m a t e r i a l  c e r t a i n l y  s e r v e d  a s  a v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e
&
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d i f f u s i o n  o f  i d e a s . [ 5 ]  Und ou b t ed ly  t h o u g h ,  t h e y  m i r r o r e d  t h e  
p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  book t r a d e  f o r  t h e y  were p roduced  by t h e  
same p r i n t e r s .  Bu t  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  n e w s p a p e r s ,  l i k e  t h e  
c o n t e n t  o f  i m p r i n t s ,  l i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c o p e  of  t h i s  s t u d y  
and w i l l  n o t  be  a s s e s s e d .  The " w i l d c a r d "  f a c t o r  i s ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  major  e v e n t  — The G r e a t  Awakening o r  t h e  
d e v o l u t i o n .  D i f f u s i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e s e  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  
s p e c i a l ,  e x am p le s  o f  r a p i d ,  " c o n t a g i o u s  d i f f u s i o n . "  Yet  t h e  
number o f  works  which were  r e p r i n t e d  r e v e a l s  i n v o l v e s  o n l y  a 
h a n d f u l  o f  a u t h o r s  whose works d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  e v e n t .  
Of a l l  a u t h o r s  whose works were  r e p r i n t e d  more t han  f i v e  
t i m e s ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  "Anonymous,"  on ly  t h e  
C o n t i n e n t a l  Co n g r e s s  and Thcmas P a i n e  r a n k  above  a u t h o r s  
whose works  were p a t e n t l y  no t  " w i l d c a r d "  o r  e v e n t - r e l a t e d .  
Next  t o  P a i n e ,  f o r  e x am p le ,  t h e  works  o f  I s s a c  W a t t s ,  C o t t o n  
Ma th e r ,  and I n c r e a s e  B a t h e r ,  were r e p r i n t e d  more o f t e n  t h a n  
any o t h e r  a u t h o r .  Even t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Awakening,  
George W h i t e f i e l d ,  was r e p r i n t e d  l e s s  o f t e n  t h a n  t h e s e  
w r i t e r s .  Whi le  P a i n e ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  Common Sense  and  The 
Cr i s i s , e n j o y e d  a wide p r i n t i n g  and a wide  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  he 
was,  q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y ,  a l o n e . [ 6 ]
The a c t u a l  r e c o r d  o f  p r i n t i n g  r e v e a l s  t h e  
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  l i m i t e d  n a t u r e  o f  d i f f u s i o n  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  Bu t  a l t h o u g h  l i m i t e d ,  wha t  l i t t l e  movement t h e r e  was
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c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e .  The 
mesh o f  t r a d e  and what  c an  he t e rm ed  " i m p r i n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s "
can be  measured much l i k e  ne twork  d e n s i t y .  Fo r  one o r  any
number o f  s p e c i f i c  works ,  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  among 
t h e  p r i n t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  can be gauged  u s i n g  
an " i n d e x  of  a s s o c i a t i o n , "  a measu re  a n a l o g o u s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
ne twork  imfceddedness .  T r e a t i n g  a s i n g l e  work o r  i m p r i n t  a s  a 
ne twork  i n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h a t  " i m p r i n t  
ne twork"  m i r r c r e d  t h e  n e tw o rk s  o f  i t s  p r i n t e r s  c an  be s e e n .  
I f  a l l  p r i n t e r s  l i s t e d  on a p a r t i c u l a r  i m p r i n t  were  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  one a n o t h e r ,  f o r  e xa m p le ,  t h a t  work would 
have  an " a s s o c i a t i o n a l  i n d e x "  o f  1 . 0 ;  i f  t h e y  s h a r e d  no 
t r a d e  o r  k i n s h i p  t i e s ,  t h e  i n d e x  would be 0- Fo r  f u l l y  91 
p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  works h e a r i n g  t h e  names o f  two o r  more 
p r i n t e r s ,  a l l  p r i n t e r s  e x p l i c i t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  
and s e l l i n g  of  t h e  work were  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  e ac h  o t h e r  i n  
some way. In  c r l y  4 . 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e s  were p r i n t e r s  n o t
ne twork  members .  C l e a r l y  t h e  h i g h  d e g re e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n
r e f l e c t s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  b u t  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a r e  
o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e .  L i m i t i n g  t h e  c o u n t  t o  t h ' '  121 
i m p r i n t s  which i n v c l v e d  p r i n t e r s  i n  more t h a n  one  l o c a t i o n ,  
t h e  d e g re e  of  a s s o c i a t i o n  d r o p s  s l i g h t y ,  b u t  s t i l l  r e f l e c t s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t r a d e  t i e s  —  ne tw ork s  —  were u s e d .  F u l l y  62 
p e r c e n t  (75 of  121) o f  t h o s e  i m p r i n t s  i n v o l v i n g  two o r  more 
p r i n t e r s  i n  two o r  more p l a c e s  p o s s e s s e d  ne twork  t i e s  a t  t h e
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t im e  t h e  work was p r i n t e d .
The d i f f u s i o n  of  works which were r e p r i n t e d  i s  more 
i n s t r u c t i v e  f o r  t h e  s im p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  more i m p r i n t s  a r e  
i n v o l v e d .  Between 1639 and 1783 t h e r e  were 1,031 i n s t a n c e s  
i n  which s p e c i f i c  wcrks  were r e p r i n t e d .  T h i s  somet imes  
marked t h e  a pp e a ra n c e  c f  a new e d i t i o n ,  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l  a 
work was s im p ly  p r i n t e d  a g a i n .  Some 62 .6  p e r c e n t  (645) o f  
t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  i n v o l v e d  on ly  a s i n g l e  r e p r i n t i n g ,  a n o t h e r  
22..0 p e r c e n t  (227) t h r e e ,  and 15.4 p e r c e n t  (159) f o u r  o r  
more.  The a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  c f  t ime  be tween p r i n t i n g s  was two 
t o  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  i m p l i c i t l y  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  
work i n  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e .  F u l l y  43 .5  p e r c e n t  (449) o f  t h e s e  
r e p r i n t e d  works were p r i n t e d  i n  one p l a c e ,  b u t  56 .5  (582) 
p e r c e n t  i n v o l v e d  p r i n t i n g s  i n  two o r  more p l a c e s -  As s u c h ,  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s  among t h e  p r i n t e r s  a r e  o f  some 
i m p o r t a n c e .
Of r e p r i n t e d  w o rk s ,  296 (28 .6  p e r c e n t )  i n v c l v e d  o n l y  
one o r  an unknown p r i n t e r ,  l e a v i n g  736 i n s t a n c e s  i n  which 
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s  can be measured .  Aga in ,  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  
f e a t u r e  o f  d i f f u s i o n  from t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  i t s  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r .  Works t h a t  were r e p r i n t e d  were done 
so  by ne twork  members more o f t e n  t ha n  t h e y  were by p r i n t e r s  
who p o s s e s s e d  no working  o r  k i n s h i p  t i e s .  From 1668, when 
t h e  f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  work was r e p r i n t e d ,  t h r o u g h  1763,  
r e p r i n t i n g s  i n v o l v e d  ne tw ork  members more t h an  e i g h t  o u t  o f
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e v e r y  t e n  t i n e s .  T ab l e  6.  1 p r e s e n t s  a summary o f  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h o s e  c a s e s  f o r  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  i n  tw en ty  yea r  p e r i o d s -  At no t ime  d i d  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  r e p r i n t e d  works  i n v o l v i n g  u n c o n n e c t e d  p r i n t e r s  
exceed  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  a s s o c i a t e d ,  ne tw ork  
p r i n t e r s .  And on l y  i n  t h e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  f rom 1764 t o  1783 d i d  
t h e  a v e r a g e  i n de x  of  a s s o c i a t i o n  f a l l  be low , .60C. Thus f o r  
most  o f  most  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  more 
t h a n  s i x t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e  p r i n t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
p r i n t i n g  and r e p r i n t i n g  o f  any  work p o s s e s s e d  t r a d e  t i e s .  
C l e a r l y  i t  would seem,  when t h e  p r i n t e d  word moved, i t  moved 
a long  ne tw ork  l i n e s .
te
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C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  B e p r i n t e d  Works,  
Ey Twenty -Year  P e r i o d s ,  163S-1783
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Number
Mean Se t  
S i ze
P e t .
1 Loc.
P e t .
2+ Loc.
Index 
c f  Assoc .





2 1 . 6
.772
9 .8
P e t .  w i t h  












2 9 . 5
7 0 . 5  
, 7 2 5
9 . 4  
9 1.6
No tes :  Number i s  t h e  cumber  o f  c a s e s ;  Mean Se t  S i z  
mean number  c f  s e p e r a t e  p r i n t i n g s  ( i m p r i n t s )  comp 
c a s e ;  P e t  1 Lee .  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
i n v o l v i n g  o n l y  1 l o c a t i o n ;  P e t  2+ L ee .  r e p r  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  p r i n t i n g s  i n  2 
l o c a t i o n s ;  I nd ex  o f  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  mea 
a s s o c i a t i o n  which ,  i t s e l f ,  i s  t h e  r a t i o  o f  t h e  a c t  
o f  t r a d e  t i e s  among a l l  p r i n t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a l l  
t o  t h e  maximum p o s s i b l e  number c f  t r a d e  t i e s ;  P e t .  
i s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c a s e s  i n  which t h e r e  were no 
between t h e  p r i n t e r s  i n v c l v e d ;  P e t  w i t h  Assocs  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c a s e s  where  t r a d e  t i e s  e x i s t e d  amcng
1 7 6 4 -6 3
453
3.  1
2 4 . 9
75.  1
. 393
3 2 . 0
. 6 8 . 0
e i s  t h e  
r i s i n g  t h e  
of  c a s e s  
e s e n t s  t h e  
o r  more 
n i n d e x  of  
ua l  number 
p r i n t i n g s  
0 A s s o c s .  
t r a d e  t i e s  
i s  t h e  
p r i n t e r s .
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The r e g i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  d i f f u s i o n  r e f l e c t s  bo th  t h e  
g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  r e g i o n a l  i mb ed ded ne s s  and t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
e v e n t s .  T a b l e  € . 2  d i s p l a y s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  r e p r i n t e d  
works by r e g i o n  i n  t w e n t y - y e a r  p e r i o d s .  I n t r a - r e g i o n a l  
r e p r i n t i n g s  p r e d o m i n a t e d ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t o  be e x p e c t e d  g i v e n  
t h e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h i g h e r  r a t i o  o f  i n t r a -  t o  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  
imbeddednes s  ancng p r i n t e r s .  I n t e r - r e g i o n a l  d i f f u s i o n  was 
mcst  p r o n ou n ce d  be tween  New En g la nd  and  t h e  Middle  c o l o n i e s .  
While t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  r e p r i n t i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e s e  two 
r e g i o n s  was h i g h e r  t h a n  what  n i g h t  ha v e  been e x p e c t e d  g i v e n  
t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  l e v e l s  c f  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  i m b e dd ed ne s s ,  i t  
a i r r o r s  t h e  ne twork  t i e s  be tween  p r i n t e r s  i n  b o t h  r e g i o n s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  be tween t h e  two.  
The i m p a c t  o f  e v e n t s  i s  c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  
i n t e r - r e g i c n a l  r e p r i n t i n g s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1724 t o  1743 and 
1764 t o  1783 ,  p e r i o d s  en com pas s in g  t h e  G r e a t  Awakening and 
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  c f  no t e  t h a t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  
r e p r i n t e d  i n  a c r e  t h a n  one r e g i o n  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1724 t o  
1743, George  W h i t e f i e l d  r a n k e d  f i r s t ,  f o l l o w e d  by A le x an d e r  
Ga rdner  ( 1 685 -1 746 ) ,  an o p p on e n t  of  t h e  Awakening.  Of e g u a l  
p o p u l a r i t y  w i th  G a r d n e r ,  however ,  was I s s a c  W a t t s ,  whose 
hymnals  t i e d  him w i t h  W h i t e f i e l d  f o r  t h e  most  r e p r i n t s  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d  f rcm 1744 t o  1763;  and  be h ind  only  t h e  
C o n t i n e n t a l  Co ng re s s  and T h c a a s  P a i n e  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  
y e a r s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  And i n  t h e  e r a  o f  t h e
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R e v o l u t i o n ,  n e x t  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e ,  Thcmas D i l w o r t h ,  t he  a u t h o r  
of  s e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s  c f  A Guide  t o  t h e  En g l i s h Tongue , 
e n j o y e d  t h e  mcst  r e p r i n t i n g s .
Tab l e  6.. 2
R e g i o n a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  R e p r i n t e d  Works ,
Ey Twen ty -Year  P e r i o d s ,  1639-1783
Thru 1723 1724- 1743 1744- 1763 1764 -1783
P e t . No. E c t . No. P c t . No. P e t . No.
M.E. 9 2 . 2 (47) 6 0 . 2 (5 0) 29.5 (44) 3 2 . 7 (148)
B.C. 3 .9 12) 8.4 (7) 31.5 (42) 2 4 . 2 (110)
S.C. - - - - - - . 7 (3)
H.E.-M..C. 3 . 9 (2) 24.  1 (20) 37 .6 (56) 31 .  6 (143)
B . C . - S .C . - - 2.  4 (2) .7 (1) 3.  8 (17)
N .E . - S .C . - - 2.  4 (2) . 7 (1) 2. 6 (12)
Al l - - 2.  4 (2) - - 4,  4 (20)
T o t a l s 100. (51) ICO. (83) 100. (149) 100. (453)
T h i s s t u d y beg an by l o o k in g a t  t h e c a r e e r ■ of one man.
Benjamin F r a n k l i n , and. t h r o u g h  him , p o s i n g  a number of
g u e s t i o n s abou t t h e e a r l y  American p r e s s .  E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e r e
were t h r e e  g u e s t i c n s .  How d i d  t h e  t r a d e  grow? What was t h e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e ?  And, f i n a l l y ,  does  t h e  
p r i n t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  e a r l y  America  have  a s o c i a l  b i a s ,  one 
r e s u l t i n g  frcm t h e  n a t u r e  of  g ro w t h ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
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t r a d e ,  and t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  i t s  members .  Simply p u t ,  t h e s e  
a re  s i m p l e  q u e s t i o n s .  The a n s w e r s ,  how eve r ,  a r e  f a r  f rom 
s imp le  and r e q u i r e d  moving beyond one man t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
t r a d e .
The g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  growth  — t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  —  r e v e a l e d  two t h i n g s .  F i r s t ,  how much was p r i n t e d  
depended on t h e  s i z e  of  t r a d e  a t  any g i v e n  t i m e .  Second,  and
b e ca us e  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  amount  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  was
p r i n t e d  d i d  n o t  depend on e v e n t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  h i s t o r i a n s
have s u p p o s e d .  The c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  t r a d e  t o  r e s pon d  t o  any
e v en t  had f i n i t e  l i m i t s ,  l i m i t s  imposed  by t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  a t  t h e  t i n e  o f  t h e  e v e n t .  When and where t h e  t r a d e  was 
l a r g e ,  p r o d u c t i o n  f o l l o w e d  s u i t .  The s i z e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  r e g i o n s  of  e a r l y  Amer i ca .  I n  New 
England t h e  t r a d e  was l a r g e ,  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  i t  was 
s m a l l .  But  e v e r y w h e r e ,  t h e  t r a d e  grew l i k e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
which i t  was p a r t  and which i t  s e r v e d .  I n  t h e  Middle  
c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  g rowth  of  t r a d e  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  growth o f  t h e  
l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n ;  i n  New England  i t  s u r g e d  a h e a d ;  i n  t h e  
So u t h e r n  c o l c n i e s  i t  l a g g e d  w o e f u l l y  beh ind  t h e  p a r e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n .
The r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  g rowth  seems 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  de mograph i c .  I n  e ach  r e g i o n ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  New England and t h e  S o u t h e r n  c c l o n i e s ,  t h e  g rowth  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  de m og ra p h i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
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i t s  members.  When t r a d e s m e n  won t h e  demogra ph i c  draw;  t h e  
t r a d e  grew and t h r i v e d .  When t h e y  l e s t ,  i t  d i d  n o t .  Here  was 
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  dynamic  o f  t r a d e  g row th :  S u r v i v i n g  p r i n t e r s  
t r a i n e d  new men. And w i t h i n  t h i s  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n  among t r a d e s m e n .
At t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  demogra ph i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
American p r e s s  were f a m i l i e s .  I n  a l l  r e g i o n s ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  New England  and t h e  S o u t h e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t r a d e  g rowth was t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f a m i l y  g ro w t h .  I n  New Eng land  
f a m i l i e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  G r e e n s ,  do m in a t ed  p r i n t i n g  
t h r o u g h  g r o s s  de m ogr ap h i c  s u c c e s s  and i n t e r l o c k i n g  f a m i l y  
a l l i a n c e s .  The two combined  t o  p roduce  a t  one t i m e  an 
o v e r - p o p u l a t i c n  o f  p r i n t e r s ,  b u t  a t  a l l  t i m e s  a l l o w e d  t h e  
c o r t i n u a t i c n  of  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  t r a d e .  I n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
c o l o n i e s ,  f a m i l i e s  f a i l e d  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  t r a d e  
b e c a u s e  o f  p e e r  d e m o g r a ph i c  l u c k .  l im e  and t i m e  a g a i n ,  d e a t h  
i n t e r v e n e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  f a m i l y  l i n e s ,  and f o r c e d  
t r ad e sm en  t o  t u r n  t o  n o n - f a m i l i a l  men. I n  t h e  Midd l e  
c c l o n i e s  f a m i l i e s  c o - e x i s t e d  wi th  n o n - f a m i l i a l  g r o u p s .  Here  
a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  p r i n t e r s  t r a i n e d  new men, b u t  h e r e  a s  nowhere  
e l s e  t h o s e  men were drawn i n  l a r g e  measure  f rom beyond t h e  
f a m i l y .  The r e s u l t  was a more " p r o f e s s i o n a l "  s t y l e  o f  t r a d e  
b e h a v i o r ,  b a se d  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a d e  t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
f a m i l y ,  which gave  t h e  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middl e  c o l o n i e s  an 
e x p a n s i v e  q u a l i t y .  In  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  f a m i l y  t i e s ,  p r i n t e r s
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i n  t h e  Midd l e  c o l o n i e s  p h y s i c a l l y  moved a b o u t  t o  a g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t  t h a n  p r i n t e r s  i n  e i t h e r  New Eng land  o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
c c l o n i e s  where t h e  " f a m i l i a l "  s t y l e  p r e v a i l e d .
I n  a l l  r e g i o n s  and i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  s t y l e ,  t r ad e m e n  
formed a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  
work ing ,  and p r i n t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  men. These  t r a d e  
t i e s — a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  emp loymen ts ,  and
p a r t n e r s h i p s  —  were t e n d s  which t r a d e s m e n  v a l u e d  and u s e d .  
I n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  formed n e t w o r k s ,  webs o f  
comrauncat ion l i n e s ,  which c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i t s e l f .  Through t h e s e  moved men, 
f r i e n d s h i p s ,  and ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  we have  measured  i t ,  t h e  
p r i n t e d  word.  Over t i m e ,  t h e  g r owt h  of  t h e  t r a d e ,  a l o n g  wi th  
t h e  f i n i t e  c a p a c i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a c q u i r e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
d i m i n i s h e d  t h e  im b e d d e d n e s s  c f  t r ad e sm en  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a t  
l a r g e ,  and wi th  i t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r a c t .  The l a r g e r  
p a t t e r n  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  any new 
community — an i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  of  h i g h  ne tw o rk  d e n s i t y  
f o l l o w e d  by a g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e .  And i t  i s  t h i s  b r e a d  p a t t e r n  
c f  a s s o c i a t i o n  which ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  c a r r i e s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
beyond t h e  c o n f i n e s  c f  t h e  p r e s s  f o r  i t  s p e a k s  d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h e  r a n g e  and c o u r s e  of  human i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  Ary g rou p ,  any t r a d e ,  any communi ty s u b j e c t  t o  
growth and s p a t i a l  l i m i t s ,  would p r o b a b l y  have  e x p e r i e n c e d  
t h e  same d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s .  And
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b e c a u s e  we axe  d e a l i n g  w i th  g roup  whose b u s i n e s s  was 
c o m m un ic a t i o n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  e f f e c t  f o r  o t h e r s  may have been  
even  more p ron ou nce d .
For  t h e  e a r l y  Amer i can  p r e s s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of  d e c l i n i n g  
imbeddednes s  i n  t h e  t r a d e  was an a t t e n d a n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  move — t o  d i f f u s e  —  t h e  p r i n t e d  word.  Only t h e  
t r u l y  e x c e p t i o n a l  e v e n t  o r  t h e  t r u l y  e x c e p t i o n a l  work was 
a b l e  t o  su rmount  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  t e n d e n c i e s  of  t h e  t r a d e ,  
t e n d e n c i e s  e n g e n d e r e d  and r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  In  g e n e r a l ,  more p r i n t e r s  d i d  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
g r e a t e r  d i f f u s i o n ,  i n d e e d ,  j u s t  t h e  r e v e r s e .  As t i m e  
p r o g r e s s e d ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  r ang e  o f  ne tw o rk s  d e c r e a s e d ,  t h u s  
r e d u c i n g  b o t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  and t h e  need t o  use  ne tw orks  t o  
d i s e m i n a t e  t h e  p r i n t e d  word.  When p r i n t e d  works moved, t h e y  
moved a l o n g  ne twork  l i n e s  —  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  moved o f t e n .
Whether  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t r a d e  growth  and t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  
a s s o c i a t i o n "  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d e  i m p a r t e d  a s o c i a l  b i a s  t o  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  On 
two c o u n t s ,  h ow e ve r ,  t h e  a n s w e r  would seem to  he y e s .  The 
f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  t he  amcunt  o f  m a t e r i a l  p r o d u c e d .  Because  t h e  
s i z e  of  t h e  t r a d e  gove rne d  hew much was p r i n t e d ,  and i n d e e d  
p l a c e d  f i n i t e  l i m i t s  cn t h e  amount  which c o u l d  be p ro d uc e d  
a t  any g i v e n  t i m e ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o r  impa c t  o f  an 
e v e n t  —  ju d g ed  by t h e  number o f  works  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
i t  — must  be v i ewed  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t r a d e  g r o w t h .
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O f f i c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  l i t e r a c y  r a t e s ,  and c o l o n i a l  t a s t e s  
c e r t a i n l y  p l a y e d  r o l e s ,  b u t  a lw ay s  s e c o n d a r y  t c  t h e  ve ry  
e x i s t e n c e  c f  t h e  p r e s s  and i t s  s i z e .  C l e a r l y  t h e  argument  i s  
c a u s a l ,  t u t  i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  be.  P u t  s i m p l y ,  the s i z e  of  
t r a d e  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  and a s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  amount  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  p roduced  by t h e  e a r l y  American 
p r e s s .
The n a t u r e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  
i m p a r t s  an a d d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  b i a s  t c  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  by v i t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n t r a i n t s  i t  p l a c e d  on d i f f u s i o n .  
Because  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  c f  t h e  t r a d e  worked t o  
l e s s e n  t h e  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  f l ow  o f  p r i n t e d  works,  t h e  
t r a d e  — and i t s  p r o d u c t  —  were r e m a r k a b l y  p r o v i n c i a l .  
Au tho r s  were seldom r e a d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  where t h e i r  
wcrks  we re  p r i n t e d .  And b e c a u s e  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e ,  what  was 
p r i n t e d  l o g i c a l l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  number o f  a u t h o r s  and 
p r i n t e r s  more t h a n  i t  d o e s  t h e  t a s t e s  c f  r e a d e r s .  Choi ce ,  i n  
s h o r t ,  was l i m i t e d  by l o c a l e .  Thus t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  any 
work o r  any a u t h o r  i n  one  p l a c e  c r  r e g i o n  c a n n o t  be j udged  
a s  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  u n p o p u l a r i t y  anywhere  e l s e  s imply  b e c a u s e  
t h a t  work o r  t h a t  a u t h o r  was n e t  p r i n t e d  t h e r e .  Ihe c h an c es  
o f  t h a t  ha ppen ing  were low f r cm t h e  s t a r t  and o n l y  
d e c r e a s e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  j u dgmen t s  a b o u t  w ide ly  p r i n t e d ,  
wide ly  r e a d ,  o r  i n f l u e n t i a l  works  must by v i ewed r e t  o n l y  i n  
t h e  c o n t e x t  c f  t r a d e  growth b u t  a l s c  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a
L
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p ronounced  p r o v i n c i a l i s m .
Such c o n c e r n s  speak  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e  on which h i s t o r i a n s  
of  e a r l y  America r e l y ;  t h e y  c a p t u r e  l i t t l e  o f  any f e l t  
e x p e r i e n c e .  Yet  i f  any one t h i n g  d e e s  c a p t u r e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s ,  i t  i s  f a m i l y  —  p e r v a s i v e ,  
r e s i l e n t ,  f a m i l y .  Sc d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e ,  y e t  a lw a y s  t h e r e ,  
f a m i l i e s  l a y  a t  t h e  h e a r t  c f  t h e  t r a d e .  Two i t e m s ,  by way o f  
c o n t r a s t ,  convey t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i m e n s i o n  of  t h e  p r e s s .
On O c t o b e r  22,  1767 John  Mein and John  F l eeming  i s s u e d  
a p r o s p e c t u s  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  The  Bos ton  C h r o n i c l e , 
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r s  would be l a r g e r ,  p r i n t e d  
on b e t t e r  p a p e r ,  w i t h  b e t t e r  t y p e s ,  t h a n  any e t h e r  p a p e r  y e t  
s t i l l  c o s t  t h e  s ame .  These  may have  been l e g i t i m a t e  
c o n c e r n s ,  b u t  t h e y  were h a r d l y  m a i n s t r e a m .  Both Mein and 
Fleeming were r e c e n t  a r r i v a l s  frcm S c o t l a n d .  They had  no 
t r a d e  t i e s ,  and no ne tw ork .  J u s t  one day l a t e r ,  on O c t o b e r  
23,  Thomas Green i s s u e d  t h e  f i r s t  number  of  h i s  Cc n n e c t i c u t  
J o u r n a l  i n  New Haven.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  co lumn.  Green i n s e r t e d  a 
b r i e f  n o t e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  h i s  " E e s p e c t e d  F r i e n d s . "  V o i c in g  
none o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  shown by Mein and F l e em i n g ,  Green w r o t e  
t h a t  w h i l e  he had been  away f rcm New Haven i n  H a r f o r d  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  " i t  was w i th  s i n g u l a r  P l e a s u r e  and G r a t i t u d e ,  
t h a t  I  have  r e c e i v e d  r e p e a t e d  S o l i t i c t a t i o n s  and 
Encouragement  t o  r e t u r n  t o  a b e l o v e d  A c q u a i n t a n c e  and 
Ne i gh bou rhood . "  New r e t u r n e d .  Green  c o n t i n u e d ,  he would
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;
; p u b l i s h  t h e  J o u r n a l  r e g u l a r l y .  Bu t  Green c l o s e d  b i s  a d d r e s s
s a y i n g  what  Mein and  F l eem in g  d id  n o t  and c o u l d  n o t :  "As I
: have  no Reason t c  d o u b t  t h e  K in dn es s  o f  my f r i e n d s ,  i n
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h i s  my s econ d  S e t t l e m e n t  acmng t hem,  so  . . . 1  
S h a l l  u s e  my t e s t  E n de a v o r s  t o  p l e a s e  and o b l i g e  t hem,  and 
c o n t i n u e  t h a t  Good W i l l  t o w a r d s  me, and  my F a m i l y ,  which  I  
have  a l r e a d y  been s c  happy a s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e . " [ 7  ]
F e l i c i t o u s  p e r h a p s  t o  modern e a r s .  G r e e n ' s  r ema rk s  
might  w e l l  seem t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t own and 
c o u n t r y ,  be tween B o s t on  and New Haven.  They might  a l s o  
a p p ea r  t c  mark t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  Mein 
and F leeming  a t d  t h e  b a c k w a t e r  Gre en .  But  Thcmas Green was 
no b a c k w a t e r  p r i n t e r -  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  he amassed  
a ne twork  o f  one hun d r ed  and n i n e  t r a d e s m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
twen ty  k i n ,  f r cm P o r t s m o u t h  t o  A n n a p o l i s .  Hi s  was t h e  c a r e e r  
t h a t  would l a s t .  H i s  were t h e  works  t h a t  would move a c r o s s  
ne twork  l i n e s ,  n o t  H e i n ' s  and F l e e m i n g ' s .  And s c  t o o  were 
h i s  s e n t i m e n t s  and v a l u e s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s .
Î "
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1. The s amp le  i n c l u d e s  16 ,519  i m p r i n t s  drawn f rcm t h e  d a t a
o u t l i n e d  i n  Appendix 1 which  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  as  b e i n g  
e x t a n t  by C l i f f o r d  K. S h i p t o n  and James S.  Mooney i n  
t h e i r  M a t i o n a 1 I n d e x  o f  A mer i can  I m p r i n t s i  i  The 
S h o r t - T i t l e E v a n s . 2 v o l s .  ( W o r c e s t e r  and b a r r e ,  M a s s . ,  
1969). .  The c o l l a t i o n  c f  S h i p t c n  and Mooney ' s  l i s t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  l i s t i n g  drawn f rom E v an s '  and B r i s t o l ' s  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  r e s u l t s  i n  a l o s s  o f  d a t a .  From an
i n i t i a l  t o t a l  o f  20 ,6  1h ( e x c l u d i n g  n e w s p a p e r s ) ,  4 , 0 9 5  
a r e  l o s t  i n  t h e  c c l l a t i c n ,  most  b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  
e r r o n e o u s  Evans e n t r i e s ,  b u t  some b e c a u s e  t hey  a r e  
l i s t e d  i n  B r i s t o l ' s  Supp l eme n t  and n o t  i n  Sh i p t o n  and 
Mooney ' s  S h o r t - T i t l e  E v a n s . C o n s i d e r i n g  bo th  s e t s ,  
n e i t h e r  t h e  a n n u a l  t o t a l s  n o r  t h e  number and  p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  e n t r i e s  b e a r i n g  e x p l i c i t  p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  a r e  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  The n e t  e f f e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  
s i m p l y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  s a m p le  w i t h o u t
c h a n g i n g  i t  c h a r a c t e r .
2. The b e s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d i f f u s i o n  i s
S o n a l d  A b l e r ,  John S.  Adams,  and  P e t e r  Gou ld ,  S p a t i a l  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  389 -4 51 .
Much o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on d i f f u s i o n  i s  t e c h n i c a l ,  b u t
s e e ,  T o r s t e n  H a g e r s t r a n d .  The D i f f u s i o n  o f  I n n o v a t i o n s . 
A l l a n  B P r e d . ,  t r a n s .  (Ch i c a g o ,  1968) ;  E v e r e t t  M.
Ro g e r s  w i th  E. E l cy d  Sho emak e r ,  Communica t ion  o f
I n n o v a t i o n s :  A C r o s s  C u l t u r a l  Ap pro ach , 2nd edn.  (New 
York ,  1S71 ) ; T o r s t e n  H a g e r s t r a n d ,  "A Monte C a r l o  
Approach  t o  D i f f u s i o n ,  i n  B r i a n  J .  1 .  B e r r y  and Duane 
F.  M a r b l e ,  e d s . . , S p a t i a l  A n a l y s i s :  A Reade r  i n
S t a t i s t i c a l  Geography  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . ) ,  
3 6 8 - 3 8 4 ;  l a w r e n c e  Erown,  " D i f f u s i o n  Dynamics :  A Review 
and  R e v i s i o n  c f  t h e  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Theory  o f  t h e  S p a t i a l  
D i f f u s i o n  c f  I n n c v a t i c n s , " Lund St u d i e s  i n  Geography .
S e r .  B, No. 37 (1 971 ) ;  and P e t e r  Gould ,  "Peop l e  i n
I n f o r m a t i o n  Sp a c e :  The Men ta l  Maps and I n f o r m a t i o n
S u r f a c e s  o f  Sewden,  i b i d . , 42 (1 9 7 5 ) .
3.  I d e n t i f i a b l e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a u t h o r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  12% o f
a l l  a u t h o r s  wi th  e x t a n t  i m p r i n t s .  The number o f
s p e c i f i c  wcrks which t h e s e  a u t h o r s  were r e p s o n s i b l e
amounted  t c  r o u g h l y  30% o f  a l l  e x t a n t  p r o d u c t i o n .
E x t r a - l e g a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a u t h o r s  ( such as  t h e
p r o v i n c i a l  c o n g r e s s e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o l o n i e s  d u r i n g
t h e  war) amounted t o  1.3% o f  a l l  a u t h o r s  and were
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c n l y  a b o u t  1.1 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  e x t a n t  
i m p r i n t s .
4.  See  K i l l i  Pau l  Adams, "The C o l o n i a l  German Language
P r e s s  and t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n , "  i n  B e r n a r d  B a i l y n
and John E- Hench,  e d s . .  The P r e s s  and t h e  Amer i c a n
I
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R e v o l u t i o n  { W or ces t e r ,  M a ss . ,  1980 ) ,  151-228..
C e r t a i n l y  ne w sp a pe r s  a c t e d  a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  some 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a r t i c l e s .  John D i c k i r s i o n ' s  " L e t t e r s  From 
a P e n n s y l v a n i a  Farmer  i s  an example  i n  which a s i n g l e  
s e r i e s  o f  e s s a y s  —  l i k e  Thcmas P a i n e ' s  The 
C r i s i s  —  e n jo y e d  wide r e p r i n t i n g  and r e a d i n g .  See C a r l  
F.. K a e s t l e ,  "The P u b l i c  R e a c t i o n  t o  John  E i c k i n s o n ' s  
F a r m e r ' s  L e t t e r s , "  P r o c e e d i n g s  c f  t h e  American 
A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y,  LXXVIII ( 1968 ) ,  3 2 3 - 3 5 9 .  See a l s o ,  
R o b e r t  a .  R e i r ,  "The Role  c f  t h e  Newspaper  P r e s s  i n  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  C o l o n i e s  cn t h e  Eve c f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n :  An 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  i n  B a i l yn  and  Hench,  e d s . .  The P r e s s  
and t h e  American Re v o l u t i o n . 9 9 - 1 5 0 ,  which a r g u e s  t h a t  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  newspape r s  ex ce ed e d  o t h e r  p r i n t i n g .
The 10 most  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p r i n t e d  a u t h o r s ,  t h e  
t i m e s  t h e i r  wcrks  were r e p r i n t e d ,  and t h  
f i r s t  and  l a s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  were:  t h e  C
C o n g r e s s  ( 46 ) ,  1774- 1783; Thcmas P a i n e  (3 7 ) ,  
I s s a c  Wat t s  ( 3 5 ) ,  1715-1783;  C o t t o n  Hath
168 2 - 17 83 ;  Old Tes t a men t  P s a l m s ,  ( E n g l i s h  Pa 
( 2 6 ) ,  1640-1783;  I n c r e a s e  Mather  ( 2 5 ) ,
George  W h i t f i e l d  ( 2 1 ) ,  1739-1772 ;  Thomas Dilw 
1747 -1783 ;  W e s t m i n s t e r  Assembly ( 1 0 ) ,  
Benjamin F r a n k l i n  ( 8 ) ,  1729-1774.  Obvio
l i b e r t y  ha s  been t a k e n  w i t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  
" a u t h o r s . "
number o f  
e d a t e s  o f  
c n t i n e n t a l  
1775-1782;  
€ r  (29) , 
r e p h r a s e s )  
1669-1775;  
o r t h  ( 11) ,  
1682-1783;  
u s l y  some 
b i b l i c a l
P r o p o s a l s  f o r  Pr i n t i n g  The Bo s t o n
( Bo s to n :  Mein and F l eem in g ,  1767) ; The
J o u n r a l  (Sew Haven) ,  No. 1, Oc t .  2 3  ^ 1767.
C h r o n i c l e
C o n n e c t i c u t
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SCÜICES AND METHODS
What vie knew a t o ï t  t h e  e a r l y  Amer ican  p r e s s  comes 
mainly  f rcm examin ing  t h e  b e c k s  and  n e w s p a p e r s  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d .  D e t e r m in i n g  hew much was a c t u a l l y  p r i n t e d  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a m a t t e r  o f  c o m p a r in g  wha t  h a s  s u r v i v e d  w i th  
what  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  such  a s  p r i n t e r s *  a c c o u n t  and was t e
books ,  b i l l s ,  and newspaper  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n d i c a t e s  was 
p r i n t e d . [ 1 ]  B i b l i o g r a p h e r s  a s sume ,  f o r  exam p le ,  t h a t  Wi l l i a m  
Pa rks  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  G a z e t t e  i n  W i l l i a m s b u r g  from 
1747 t o  1750 b e c a u s e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  s a i d  h i s  p e r s o n a l
c o l l e c t i o n  c f  t h e  p a p e r  i n c l u d e d  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  even t hou gh  
t h e r e  a r e  no e x t a n t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  r o u g h l y  150 i s s u e s  which 
would have  been  r e q u i r e d  t o  span  t h e s e  y e a r s . [ 2 ]  S i m i l a r l y ,  
we know who was i n v o l v e d  i n  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  l a r g e l y  
f rcm t h e  names t h a t  a p p e a r  cn i m p r i n t s .  An i m p r i n t  i s  t h a t  
p o r t i o n  o f  a p r i n t e d  i t e m ,  u s u a l l y  cn t h e  t i t l e  page  t h a t  
i d e n t i f i e s  where ,  by whom, and when t h e  work was p r i n t e d .  
What i s  needed  f o r  an a g g r e g a t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
American p r e s s  a r e  M) an i n d e x  of  i m p r i n t s  and ne ws p a pe r s  
( t he  p r o d u c t )  and (2) an i n d e x  c f  t r a d e s m e n  ( t he  p r o d u c e r s )  .
The p r ob l em s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e s e  i n d i c e s ,  a s
182
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w e l l  a s  t h e  s o u r c e s ,  used  w a r r a n t  d i s c u s s i o n .
The P r o d u c t :
I m p r i n t s  and Newspapers
The need  f o r  an  i n d e x  of  i m p r i n t s  l e a d s  o r e  t o  t h e
s t a n d a r d  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  o f  c o l o n i a l  i m p r i n t s :  C h a r l e s  E v a n s '  
Amer ican B i b l i o g r a p h y . Roger  P. B r i s t o l ' s  Supp l em en t  to  
Evans . and C l i f f o r d  K. S h i p t o n ' s  and James  I .  Mooney ' s  
N a t i o n a l  I n d e x o f  Amer ican  I m p r i n t s . The l a s t ,  a s  a g u i d e  t o  
t h e  E a r l y  American I m p r i n t s  m i c r o p r i n t  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  a c o l l a t i o n  and amendment  o f  Evans and B r i s t o l
and as  such  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  most  co m p l e t e  l i s t i n g  o f  e a r l y  
American p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l - [ 3 ]  No one o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  works  i s  
i t s e l f  a s u f f i c i e n t  s o u r c e  f o r  a s s a y i n g  t h e  e a r l y  American 
p r e s s .  C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  however ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a p o i n t  o f
d e p a r t u r e -
c a p t u r i n g  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  any  h i s t o r i c a l  phenomenon i s  
i m p o s s i b l e ,  ï e t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  how c o m p l e t e  t h e s e  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  may be i s  f u n d a m e n t a l .  What do t h e y  i n c l u d e ?  
What do t h e y  o m i t ?  The a n s w e r s  w i l l  d i c t a t e  how t h e y  c a n  be 
u sed .  C o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  c an  be a s s e s s e d  
f i r s t  o f  a l l  i n  t e r m s  o f  what  c o u l d  have  been  i n c l u d e d .  
Evans a imed a t  i n c l u d i n g  e v e r y  i m p r i n t  and ne ws pa pe r  p r i n t e d  
i n  America  wh i l e  e x c l u d i n g  p r i n t e d  f o r m s .  B r i s t o l  a t t e m p t e d
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t o  l i s t  e v e r y  i m p r i n t  and newspaper  no t  i n  Evans ,  fcnt 
i n c l u d e d  p r i n t e d  fo r m s  f r cm t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  1700 and 
p r i n t e d  fo r m s  from t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  1700 i f  t h e y  c o n t a i n e d  a 
d a t e  o f  p r i n t i n g  c r  t h e  name o f  a p r i n t e r . [ 4 ]  S h i p t o n  and 
Mooney f o l l o w e d  Evans  cn t h e  m a t t e r  o f  p r i n t e d  forms  b u t  
e m i t t e d  n e w sp a p e r s  and p e r i o d i c a l s . [ 5  ] C o m p le t e n e s s ,  t h e n ,  
i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  i n c l u d i n g  more o f  what  c o u l d  have  been  
i n c l u d e d ,  i s  we ig h t e d  t owa rd  B r i s t o l ' s  S u p p l e ment  which 
i n c l u d e s  more k i n d s  c f  p r i n t e d  m a t t e r ,  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  — c e n t r a l  t o  any a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
p r e s s  — i s  so m e th i n g  e l s e .  Each b i b l i o g r a p h y  l i s t s  a u t h o r ,  
p r i n t e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  and s e l l e r  when known, b u t  Evans  and 
B r i s t o l  s p e c i f y  t h e  f u n c t i o n  pe r fo rm ed  by e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
e s s e n t i a l l y  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h e  i m p r i n t  c o l o p h o n ,  s h i p t o n  and 
Mooney g i v e  c r l y  t h e  l a s t  names o f  t r a d e s m e n ,  i n c l u d e  no 
f u n c t i o n ,  and o f t e n  merge i m p r i n t  v a r i a n t s  u n d e r  one e n t r y .  
Thus,  i n  r e g a r d  t o  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  cn t r a d e  a c t i v i t y ,  Evans and B r i s t o l  a r e  
s u p e r i o r  t o  S h i p t c n  and Mooney.
Beyond c o m p l e t e n e s s  t h e r e  i s  t he  m a t t e r  o f  a c c u r a c y .  
Here Evans  must  b e a r  t h e  b r u n t  c f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s i n c e  i t  i s  
h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  t o  which B r i s t o l  adds  and which S h i p t o n  and 
Mooney amend.  E h i p t c r  and Mooney e s t i m a t e  t h a t  of  a l l  E v a n s '  
e n t r i e s ,  "one  i n  t e n  i s  a g h o s t  c r  c o n t a i n s  a s e r i o u s  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r . " [ 6 ]  T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  raw nu m b er s .
L
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1,841 Evans  e n t r i e s  f e r  t h e  y e a r s  1639 t o  1783,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h i s  e s t i m a t e ,  a r e  i n  e r r o r  i n  seme m a jo r  way. . [7]  The most  
o h v i ou s  b u t  by no mears  c n l y  e r r o r s  a r e  t h o s e  of  i n c l u s i o n  
o r  g h o s t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  e n t r i e s  f o r  which no e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  
t h a t  t h e y  were eve r  r e a l l y  p r i n t e d ,  o r  f o r  which E v a n s ’ 
s o u r c e s  were t h e m s e l v e s  i n  e r r o r . [ 8 ]  W i t h o u t  a check o f  each 
Evans  e n t r y  a g a i n s t  S h i p t c n  and  Mooney (who a t t e m p t e d  t o  
f i n d  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  e v e r y  Evans e n t r y )  no d e f i n i t i v e  
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  g h o s t s  i n  Evans i s  p o s s i b l e .  
But b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e r r o r s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  problem a s  w e l l ,  
and t h e i r  i m p a c t  on a g g r e g a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  can  be  r e d u c e d .  
M i s - a t t r i b u t i c r s  o f  a u t h o r s h i p ,  which S h i p t o n  and Mooney 
went  t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  c o r r e c t ,  c an  be c o m p l e t e l y  
e l i m i n a t e d  by n o t  u s ing  Evans  f o r  any e v i d e n c e  on 
a u t h o r s h i p .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  i m p a c t  c f  m i s - a t t r i b u t i o n s  of 
p r i n t e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  o r  s e l l e r  by Evans  can he r ed u c ed  by 
r e s o r t i n g  t o  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  a b o u t  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  
t r a de sm en  —  where t hey  worked ,  f o r  how l o n g ,  wi th  
whom —  t o  check  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Evans was 
c o r r e c t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  r e t a i n i n g  a t t r i b u t i o n s  where t h e y  
c o i n c i d e  w i t h  known f a c t s ,  r emoving  them from c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
when t h e y  do n o t .
What i s  a t  hand t h e n  a r e  t h r e e  s o u r c e s  — Evans ,  
B r i s t o l ,  and S h i p t o n  and Mooney —  each  e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r ,  
b u t  e ac h  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  weakne s s e s  and s t r e n g t h s  f o r
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a n s w e r in g  g u e s t i o n s  a t o u t  p r o d u c t i o n  and g r o w t h .  B r i s t o l  i s  
bo t h  a c c u r a t e  and d e t a i l e d  enough t o  p r o v i d e  sound 
i n f o r m a t i o n  on p r o d u c t  and p r o d u c e r  a l i k e .  Yet  B r i s t o l  i s  
s n a i l  and by i t s e l f  i n a d e g u a t e  t o  a d d r e s s  g u e s t i o n s  o f  
m ag n i t u d e .  S h ip to n  and Mooney i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  of  the t h r e e .  
I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  most a c c u r a t e  f o r  i t  n o t  o n l y  i n c o r p o r a t e s  
B r i s t o l  b u t  c o r r e c t s  Evans a s  w e l l .  But  S h i p t c n  and Mooney 
does  n o t  —  and on t h i s  p o i n t  t h e r e  can  be no 
m i s t a k e  — p r o v i d e  enough d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  a l l o w  
a n a l y s i s  c f  t t e  p r e s s  a s  a group o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  do ing  
d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  F i n a l l y  Evans.  I t  has  
t h e  s i z e ,  t h e  d e t a i l ,  bu t  no t  t he  a c c u r a c y  of  e i t h e r  B r i s t o l  
o r  S h i p t c n  and Mooney. Yet Evan s '  e r r o r s  a r e  n o t  an 
amorphous l o t .  They a r e  e i t h e r  e r r o r s  o f  i n c l u s i o n  o r  t h e y  
a r e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c .  And a g a i n ,  t h e  i mp ac t  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  
e r r o r s  —  m i s - a t t r i b u t i o n s  of  a u t h o r ,  p r i n t e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  
s e l l e r ,  d a t e  and p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  even  
f i n e r  e r r o r s  o f  e d i t i o n  o r  p a g i n a t i o n  —  can be r educed  i f  
n o t  e l i m i n a t e d .  Given  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  and t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  be a s k e d ,  a t a c t i c a l  c h o i c e  must  be  made t o  use  
B r i s t o l  and Evans and t o  p u t  s h i p t c n  and Mooney a s i d e .  While  
such  a c h o i c e  p r e c l u d e s  d e f i n i t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  some t h i n g s ,  
such  a s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  g h o s t s  i n  Evans ,  i t  a l l o w s  f u l l e r  
a n a l y s i s  o f  e t h e r s ,  such a s  t r a d e  membership and 
f u n c t i o n . [91
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The q u e s t i o n  o f  how Evans  can  be u sed  i n  any 
q u a n t i t a t i v e  way r e m a i n s .  A c c e p t i n g  f o r  t h e  moment t h e  
e s t i m a t e  o f  a 10 p e r c e n t  e r r o r  — even  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  
t h a t  would a c c r u e  frcm n o t  u s i n g  Evans when a s s e s s i n g  
a u t h o r s h i p  and c h e c k i n g  a t t r i b u t i o n s  of  t r a d e  a c t i v i t y  
a g a i n s t  known c a r e e r  e v e n t s  — t h e  most  i m m e d i a t e  q u e s t i o n  
i s  where t h a t  e r r o r  s c u l d  be  mcst  p r o n o u n c e d .  L o g i c a l l y  10 
p e r c e n t  i s  10 p e r c e n t ,  y e t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  an 
e r r o r  o f  t h i s  magni tude  on a s m a l l  s amp le  would be more
p ronounced  t h a n  i t  would be on a l a r g e  s ample .  T h i s  
t r a n s l a t e s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  hew E v a n s '  e n t r i e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .
Assume f o r  t h e  moment t h a t  E v a n s '  e r r o r  c o n s i s t s
e x c l u s i v e l y  o f  g h o s t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  10 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  Evans
e n t r i e s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  e r r o n e o u s .  I f  t h i s  e r r o r  i s  randomly  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  i m p a c t  would be g r e a t e r  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  w i t h  
t h e  f e w e s t  r e c o r d e d  i m p r i n t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n  t h e  100 y e a r
p e r i o d  f r cm 1639 t o  1738 when l e s s  t h a n  25 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
r e c o r d e d  i m p r i n t s  o c c u r .  Tha t  more i m p r i n t s  were p r od uce d  
a f t e r  1738 i s  n e t  i m p o r t a n t ;  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  number  t h e  l e s s  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  an e r r o r ,  e v e n  o r e  on t h e  
m ag n i tu de  of  10 p e r c e n t .  But  a r e  E v a n s '  e r r o r s  random? Do 
th e y  i n d e e d  o c c u r  e v e r l y  o v e r  t he  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  o r  a r e  t h e y  
more e v i d e n t  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e s ?
The most d i r e c t  way t o  a s s e s s  w h e t h e r  t h e  e r r o r s  i n
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I v a n s  a r e  r andomly  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t o  
compare i t  w i t h  B r i s t o l ' s  S u c c l e m e n t , a b i b l i o g r a p h y  which 
i s  p a t e n t l y  no t  p l a g u e d  wi th  t h e  problem o f  g h o s t s .  T e s t s  
can be made which measu re  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  g r o s s  n u m e r i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  t h e  a n n u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i m p r i n t s  i n  
Evans and B r i s t o l ,  and whe the r  t h o s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  n i g h t  have  
o c c u r r e d  by c h a n c e .  D n d e r l y i n g  such t e s t s ,  however ,  i s  t h e  
a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  b o t h  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
samp le s  o f  t h e  same p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i m p r i n t s  o f  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  P u t  a n o t h e r  way, Evans and B r i s t o l  a s  
b i b l i o g r a p h e r s  swept  t h e i r  brooms o v e r  t h e  same h i s t o r i c a l  
f l o o r .  Evans  g o t  t h e  n e s t  d u s t ,  b u t  l e f t  enough f o r  B r i s t o l  
t c  make a s e c o n d ,  i d e n t i c a l  sweep.  Both swept  up t h e  same 
t h i n g  —  i m p r i n t s .  The c n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  was i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  
number t h e y  amassed .  I f  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e n  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  c f  i n p r i r t s  o v e r  t im e  —  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
a n nu a l  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t o t a l  i m p r i n t s  —  i n  e ach  b i b l i o g r a p h y  
ought  t o  be t h e  same,  o r  a t  l e a s t  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
d i f f e r e n t .  But i f  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e n  E v a n s '  e r r o r s  a r e  n o t  random.
F i g u r e  A 1.1 d i s p l a y s  t h e  number o f  i m p r i n t s  ( e x c l u d i n g  
newspape r s )  l i s t e d  i n  Evans and B r i s t o l  f o r  t h e  145 y e a r  
p e r i o d  f r c m  1639 t o  1 7 E 3 . r i 0 1
1
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F i g u r e  A1.1
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i / 2 3
By a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  t h e  same,  
d i f f e r i n g  c r l y  i n  magni tude . .  Yet  s t a t i s t i c a l  compa r i son  o f  
t h e  a n n u a l  c o u n t s ,  viewed a s  p i o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
t o t a l s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  two d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  r a d i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t ,  t c  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  such d i f f e r e n c e s  might  o c c u r  
by c h an c e  c r l y  once  i n  1000 t i m e s . [ 1 1 ]  C l e a r l y  t h e  
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  two b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  c o n s t i t u t e
i
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i n d e p e n d e n t  s amp le s  c f  t h e  same p o p u l a t i o n  i s  i n  t r o u b l e .  
D i s a g g r e g a t i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  i n t o  p e r i o d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
b r i n g s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n t o  s h a r p e r  f o cu s -  Fo r  t h e  100 y e a r  
p e r i o d  f rom 1639 t o  1738 t h e  two d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  But  f o r  t h e  45 y e a r s  f rom 1739 t o  
1783,  t h e  a n n u a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  t o t a l  i m p r i n t s  l i s t e d  by 
Evans and B r i s t o l  a r e  a g a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  What 
t h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  means i s ,  q u i t e  s i m p l y ,  t h a t  
Evans and B r i s t o l  a r e  n o t  i n d e p e n d e n t  n u m e r i c a l  s a m p le s  of  
t h e  same t h i n g  a f t e r  1738,  wh i l e  f o r  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d
th e y  a r e . f 12]
While  t h e  two b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  a r e  n o t  n u m e r i c a l l y
d i f f e r e n t  f o r  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Evans* 
e r r o r s  s t i l l  r em a in s  unknown, o r  a t  l e a s t  u n e s t i m a t e d .  I f  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t h e  e r r o r s  a r e  random,  s u b s t a n t i v e l y  t h e y  a r e  
more l i k e l y  t c  be ones  c f  i n c l u s i o n ,  b u t  f o r  l o g i c a l ,  no t  
s t a t i s t i c a l ,  r e a s o n s .  The e a r l i e r  t h e  i m p r i n t ,  t h e  l e s s
chance  i t  h a s  of  s u r v i v i n g  t o  be r e c o r d e d .  And t h e  f e w e r  t h e  
p r i n t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  s e l l e r s ,  and a u t h o r s  t h e r e  w e r e ,  t h e  
l e s s  l i k e l y  E van s '  c h a n c e s  o f  making a b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e r r o r .  
C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  l a t e r  t h e  i m p r i n t ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  ch an c e  o f  
i t  a c t u a l l y  s u r v i v i n g ,  and t h e  more p r i n t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  
s e l l e r s ,  and a u t h o r s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  Evans 
making a b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e r r o r  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c l u d i n g  a 
c o m p l e t e l y  e r r o n e o u s  i m p r i n t .
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A q u i c k  t e s t  o f  t h i s  r e a s o n i n g  can  be made by examining  
t h e  i m p r i n t s  p roduced  by two p r i n t e r s ,  one from t h e  p e r i o d  
p r i o r  t o  1738,  one a f t e r .  J ohn  F o s t e r  {1648-1681) was a c t i v e  
i n  Bcs ton  f rom 1675 t c  1681. Evans l i s t s  54 works p r i n t e d  by 
F e s t e r  and B r i s t o l  a d ds  a n o t h e r  6 ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  60.  
But o f  t h e  54 works Evans l i s t s ,  no e x t a n t  copy  e x i s t s  f o r  6 
(11 p e r c e n t ) .  For F o s t e r ,  m or eove r ,  Evans made no 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e r r o r s ,  t h a t  i s ,  no m i s - a t t r i t u t i o n s  o f
a u t h o r ,  s e l l e r ,  o r  p u b l i s h e r .  His  e r r o r s  were a l l  ones  o f  
i n c l u s i o n -  Se th  Adams (1740-1782)  was a c t i v e ,  a l s o  i n
Bos ton ,  f rom 1762 t o  1772- Evans l i s t s  55 works  p r i n t e d  o r  
p u b l i s h e d  by Adams, B r i s t o l  10,  o f  t h e  55 works Evans  l i s t s ,  
c n ly  two (3-6 p e r c e n t )  a r e  g h o s t s ,  t h r e e  a r e  anonymous works 
f o r  which S h i p t c n  and Mooney s u p p l y  a u t h o r s ,  and one 
i n c l u d e s  an e r r o n e o u s  p u b l i s h e r  ( or  a t  l e a s t  t h e  i m p r i n t  
v a r i a n t  Evans u sed  h a s  n o t  been  f o u n d ) .  C l e a r l y  t h e r e  i s  a 
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  e r r o r s  Evans made f o r  t h e  e n t r i e s  o f  two 
p r i n t e r s  who p roduced  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  t h e  same number o f  
i m p r i n t s ,  c n l y  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  Fo r  b o t h  F o s t e r  and 
Adams, E v a n s '  e r r o r s  a r e  on t h e  same magn i tude  — 11
p e r c e n t .  But  f o r  F o s t e r ,  t h e y  a r e  a l l  e r r o r s  of  i n c l u s i o n .
For  Adams, c r l y  4 p e r c e n t  a r e  g h o s t s ;  t h e  r em a in in g  7 
p e r c e n t  a r e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e r r o r s .
The c c m p a r i s i c n  c f  Evans and B r i s t o l  t h u s  f a r  h i n t s ,  
a l b e i t  v a g u e l y ,  a t  t h e  b i a s  o f  t i m e .  I n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l
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a n a l y s i s  o f  a n n u a l  n u m e r i c a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
be tween t h e  two b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  were a x i o m a t i c a l l y  t i e d  t o  
t im e  b e c a u s e  t h e  a c t u a l  number  o f  r e c o r d e d  i m p r i n t s  
i n c r e a s e d  wi th  t i m e .  F o s t e r  and Adams, t h e  Bos ton  p r i n t e r s ,  
were s e p a r a t e d  i n  t i m e .  Bu t  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  of  b i a s  may be  
p l a c e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i m p r i n t s  Evans  and B r i s t o l  r e c o r d  
may d i f f e r  a c c o r d i n g  t c  p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  And cne migh t  
e x p e c t  t h i s  t c  be t h e  c a s e .  E v a n s ,  work ing  i n  t h e  N o r t h ,  may 
w e l l  have  u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t e d  s o u t h e r n  i m p r i n t s .  B r i s t o l ,  
working i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  may w e l l  ha ve  r e c o r d e d  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  
mere s o u t h e r n  i m p r i n t s  t h a n  E va n s ,  t h a t  i s ,  i m p r i n t s  f rom 
l o c a t i o n s  so u t h  o f ,  s a y ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  S t a t i s t i c a l  
c c m p a r i s i o n  c f  t he  I c c a t i c n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  bo t h  Evans  and 
B r i s t o l  f o r  t h e  1639-1783  p e r i o d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p e r i o d s  
p r i o r  t o  and a f t e r  1738,  do e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
t h e  two b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  a r e  i n d e e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
d i f f e r e n t . ^ 13]
A c l e a r  N o r t h - S o u t h  d i v i s i o n  e x i s t s  be tween  t h e  
l o c a t i o n s  r e c o r d e d  by Evans  and  B r i s t o l  wi th  B r i s t o l ,  a s  
e x p e c t e d ,  r e c o r d i n g  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  more s o u t h e r n  i m p r i n t s  
t h a n  Evans .  For  t h e  s i x  magor p r i n t i n g  c e n t e r s  s o u t h  o f  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  —  A n n a p o l i s ,  B a l t i m o r e ,  W i l m in g t on ,
W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  and Savannah  - -  B r i s t o l  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  l i s t s  
an a v e r a g e  o f  4 . 8  t i m e s  a s  many i m p r i n t s  a s  Evans f o r  t h e  
e n t i r e  1639-1783 p e r i o d . [ 1 4 ]  The d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween t h e  two
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f o r  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d  —  a p e r i o d  i n  which ,  i t  w i l l  be 
r e c a l l e d ,  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of  i m p r i n t s  i n  b o t h  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  were n e t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  —  d i s p l a y s  
much t h e  same p a t t e r n .  Cf t h e  n i n e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  which Evans  
and B r i s t o l  bo t h  i n c l u d e  i m p r i n t s ,  B r i s t o l  r e c o r d s  
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  more i m p r i n t s  f o r  f i v e ,  and t h e  t h r e e  
e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o p c r t i c n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  a l l  
s o u t h e r n .  The l o c a t i o n s  f o r  which Evans r e c o r d s  
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  more e n t r i e s  t h a n  B r i s t o l ,  m o r e o v e r ,  a r e  a l l  
n o r t h  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a . [ 1 5 ]
The most l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  wh e th e r  t h e  
b i a s  o f  p l a c e  e x p l a i n s  t h e  b i a s  o f  t i m e .  Does t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
B r i s t o l  h a s  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  more s o u t h e r n  i m p r i n t s  a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  and E v a n s '  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  d i f f e r  i n  
t h e  a n n u a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  c f  i m p r i n t s  t h e y  r e c o r d ?  T e s t i n g  t h i s  
p r o p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  e f f e c t  c f  l o c a t i o n  
be c o n t r o l l e d .  Again we s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  Evans  
and B r i s t o l  a r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  s a m p le s  o f  t h e  same p o p u l a t i o n ,  
t h u s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  c f  l o c a t i o n s  o u g h t  t o  be  t he  same.  
Tha t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  means c n l y  t h a t  one o r  bo th  o f  t h e  s a m p l e s  
i s  b i a s e d .  Evans c l e a r l y  u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t s  s o u t h e r n  i m p r i n t s ,  
b u t  by t h e  same t o k e n ,  B r i s t o l  does  n o t  u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t  
n o r t h e r n  i m p r i n t s .  I n d e e d ,  o f  t h e  f i f t y - t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  t h e  
two r e c o r d  i n  common f o r  t h e  1639-1783 p e r i o d ,  B r i s t o l  h a s  
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  more i m p r i n t s  f o r  f o r t y - t w o  (79 p e r c e n t )  ,
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i n c l u d i n g  B c s t o n ,  Newpor t ,  R . I . ,  and P o r t s m o u t h ,  N.H. On 
b a l a n c e  t h e n ,  Evans ,  and n o t  B r i s t o l ,  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  
b i a s e d  s amp le  and t h e  cne  i n  need o f  c o r r e c t i o n .
I f  we assume t h a t  t h e  t r u e  t o t a l  number o f  i m p r i n t s  
r e c o r d e d  f o r  any g i v e n  l o c a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  Evans '  p l u s  
B r i s t o l ' s  i m p r i n t s ,  t h e n  what  Evans  i s  m i s s i n g  f o r  any 
l o c a l e  —  what he  d o e s  n o t  l i s t  —  i s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
t r u e  t o t a l  r e p r e s e n t e d  by B r i s t o l .  I f  e v e r y  Evans  i m p r i n t  
were c o u n t e d  cnee  f o r  i t s e l f  and once  f o r  t h e  f r a c t i o n a l  
number r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  m i s s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n ,  E v a n s '  
l o c a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  would p a r a l l e l  t h e  t r u e  l o c a t i o n a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n . r  161 The n u m e r i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  two 
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  c o u l d  t h e n  be r e t e s t e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n c e .  I f  
l o c a t i o n  i s  a c o n t r o l l a b l e  b i a s ,  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  
of  Evans and B r i s t o l  o u g h t  t c  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  when 
Evans i s  re>" un t ed  i n  t h i s  manner  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r u e  
l o c a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .
W e i g h t i n g  Evans  i m p r i n t s  by l o c a t i o n  and t e s t i n g  t h e  
n u m e r i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i m i l a r i t y  p r o d u c e s  
mixed r e s u l t s .  For  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  
once  a g a i n  d i s p l a y  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i m i l a r i t y .  Bu t  f o r  t h e  
1739-1783 p e r i o d  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a whole ,  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  —  e x p r e s s e d  a s  a n n u a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  t o t a l s  — re m a in  r a d i c a l l y  and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
d i f f e r e n t .  What t h i s  means ,  howe ve r ,  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .
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Cn t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e  r e c o r d  c f  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by b o t h  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  f o r  t h e  100 y e a r s  f rom 
1639 t o  1738 i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  and can  t h u s  be
l e g i t i m a t e l y  combinée  and u sed  t c  make s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e
t r a d e .  On t h e  e t h e r  hand ,  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  p r i n t i n g  and
p u b l i s h i n g  f o r  t h e  1139-1783 p e r i o d  r e f l e c t e d  i n  b o t h
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i s  so  d i f f e r e n t  i n  bo th  t im e  and p l a c e  t h a t  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t h ey  c a n n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  two images  o f  t h e  
same t h i n g .  Yet  t h e y  u n e g u i v c c a l l y  a r e .  Both I v a n s  and 
B r i s t o l  a r e  r e c o r d s  - -  however  d i f f e r e n t  — of  p r i n t i n g  i n  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  The d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  t ime  and
p l a c e  t h e y  e x h i b i t  must  be  due t o  some th ing .
The e a s i e s t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  di lemma i s  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  
a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  Evans and B r i s t o l  a r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  s amp le s  of  
t h e  same t h i n g  a f t e r  1738.  C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  i s  what t h e
s t a t i s t i c a l  c c i r p a r i s i c n s  s u g g e s t  and l o g i c  s u p p o r t s  such  a 
move. As he c o m p i l e d  i m p r i n t s  f rom t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,
Evans became p r i v y  t c  more i m p r i n t s ,  sou nd e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
whe th e r  a work was a c t u a l l y  p r i n t e d ,  f r om more p l a c e s .  The 
c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  was t o  r e n d e r  Evans* b i b l i o g r a p h y  
more c o m p l e t e  and ,  by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  s i z e ,  t h e  p r i m a ry  s ample  
of  c o l o n i a l  i m p r i n t s  t o  which B r i s t o l  o n ly  added .  What 
B r i s t o l  r e c o r d e d  was due n o t  t o  chanc e  bu t  r a t h e r  t o  where 
he worked ( t he  Sou th )  and when ( a f t e r  E v a n s ) . To r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  a n a l o g y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f l o o r  and b i b l o g r a p h i c  broom.
1
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B r i s t o l  c o u l d  c n l y  sweep up t h e  c o r n e r s  beca use  Evans d i d  
such  a t h o r o u g h  j o b .
R e j e c t i n g  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  Evans and B r i s t o l  a r e
i n d e p e n d e n t  s a m p le s  c f  c o l o n i a l  i m p r i n t s  c a r r i e s  c e r t a i n  
i n t e r p r e t i v e  c o s t s .  Whi le  t h e  two b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  f o r  t h e  
hu nd r ed  y e a r s  from 1639 t o  1738 can  be combined ,  compa red ,
and s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  t r a d e  made w i th  c o n f i d e n c e ,  f o r  t h e
f o r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  f rcm 1739 to  1783 such s t a t e m e n t s  r e q u i r e  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  hew and t o  what  e x t e n t  
Evans and B r i s t o l  d i f f e r  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  1739 can  be 
p r e c i s e l y  s t a t e d .  A f t e r  1739 howevea^ p r e c i s e  s t a t e m e n t s  
c a n n o t  be made,  f o r  u n d e r l y i n g  a l l  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s  o f  
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  t h e  s amp le s  a r e
i n d e p e n d e n t .  Wi thou t  t h i s  cne l o s e s  ha rd  r e t i e n s  o f
s t a t i s t i c a l  co n f i d e n ce . .  These  a r e  s imp ly  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  
game. I n  p r a c t i c a l  t e r m s  t h i s  means t h a t  any a d d i t i o n a l  
i m p r i n t s  t h a t  may ccme t o  l i g h t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  even  i n  l a r g e  
numbers ,  w i l l  n e t  ch an g e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  found i n  t h e  combined  
r e c o r d  o f  p r i n t i n g  c o n t a i n e d  i n  Evans* and B r i s t o l ' s  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  frcm 1639 t o  1738.  But  f o r  t h e
middl e  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  s t a t e m e n t s  a bo u t
t h e  t r a d e  ba sed  cn t h e  combined r e c o r d  o f  Evans and 
B r i s t o l  —  s t a t e m e n t s  abou t  p a t t e r n s  o f  growth and
g e o g r a p h i c  d i s p e r s i o n ,  f o r  example  —  c o u l d  ve ry  we l l  change  
wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  even  modera te  numbers  o f  new i m p r i n t s .
L
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I n d e e d ,  i t  n i q h t  w e l l  be t h a t  a l a r g e  g r o c p  o f  new 
i m p r i n t s  —  i m p r i n t s  u n r e c o r d e d  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime  —  i s  
needed  t c  d e s c r i b e  a d e q u a t e l y  n e t  c n l y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
bewteen  Evans  and B r i s t o l  bu t  a l s o  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  
i n  t h e  y e a r s  f rcm t h e  G r e a t  Awakening t o  t h e  c l c s e  o f  t h e  
d e v o l u t i o n . [ 1 7 ]
Yet  h i s t o r i a n s  must  d e a l  w i t h  what  t h e y  h a v e .  And t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  o f  
Evans and B r i s t o l  a r e  by no means c r i p p l i n g .  On cne ha nd ,  
t h e  combined  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  i m p r i n t s  p roduced  i n  known y e a r s  a t  known p l a c e s  by 
known p r i n t e r s  and p u b l i s h e r s  f c r  145 y e a r s  c an  be u sed  t o  
e x p l o r e  t h e  d ime ns i on  c f  t h e  t r a d e .  The p r i n c i p a l  l i m i t a t i o n  
i s  t h a t  new i m p r i n t s  i n  any number  migh t  change  t h e  p i c t u r e  
d e r i v e d  f o r  1739-1783 f rom t h e  e v i d e n c e  a s  i t  now s t a n d s .
On t h e  e t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  s i m i l a r i t y  of  Evans  
and B r i s t o l  f c r  t h e  hund red  y e a r  p e r i o d  f rom 1639 t o  1738 i s  
a boon f o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  E v a n s '  e r r o r s .  R e c a l l  t h a t  one  o f  
t h e  ma jo r  p rob l ems  i n  u s i n g  Evans  f o r  a g g r e g a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  g h o s t s .  Beca use  B r i s t o l ' s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  
c o n t a i n s  no g h o s t s  — no e r r o r s  o f  i n c l u s i o n  —  and b e c a u s e  
Evans '  b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  B r i s t o l ' s  f o r  t h e  
1639-1738 p e r i o d ,  E v a n s '  e r r o r s  o f  i n c l u s i o n  can  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  random.  Any s y s t e m a t i c  p a t t e r n  would have  been  
r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  two.  The p rob l em
L
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t h u s  becomes cue o f  m a g n i t u d e .  l o g i c  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  Evans* 
e r r o r s  i n  t h e  p e r i c c  were more l i k e l y  t o  be on es  o f  
i n c l u s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  b i b l i o g r a p h i c .  The q u a l i t a t i v e  s amp le  
o f  F o s t e r ' s  i m p r i n t s  n o t  c n l y  c o n f i r m e d  t h i s  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  
p r o p o r t i o n  c f  e r r o r s  (11 p e r c e n t )  was v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  
S h i p t o n  and H c c n e y ' s  e s t i m a t e  o f  10 p e r c e n t .  I f  we assume 
t h a t  a l l  c f  E v a n s '  e r r o r s  f o r  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d  a r e  
e r r o r s  o f  i n c l u s i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o p o r t i o n  
d e r i v e d  from t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  F o s t e r ' s  i m p r i n t s  i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c f  t h e  whole s e t  o f  e a r l y  i m p r i n t s ,  t h e n  t h e  
11 p e r c e n t  e r r o r  r a t e  can be a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  o f  Evans b e f o r e
1739.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  E v a n s '  y e a r l y  c o u n t s  c an  be we igh t ed  by 
a f a c t o r  c f  . 8 9 ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  e r r o r  by 
c o u n t i n g  e v e r y  100 i m p r i n t s  a s  89.  For  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  
1738,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  E v a n s '  g h o s t s  i s  more t r o u b l e s o m e .  
S t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  e r r o r s  may o r  may n o t  he random,  
l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  a s m a l l e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  
e r r o r s  t h a n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i c d ,  a p r o p o s i t i o n  born o u t  by 
t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  sample  o f  Adams'  i m p r i n t s .  Thus  magn i tude  i s  
a g a i n  a t  i s s u e .  I f  we assume t h a t  E v a n s '  e r r o r s  o f  i n c l u s i o n  
a r e  i n d e e d  random,  and t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  g h o s t s  d e r i v e d  
f rcm t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  Adams'  i m p r i n t s  (4 p e r c e n t )  i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  a l l  E v a n s '  e n t r i e s  a f t e r  1738,  then  t h a t  
e r r o r  r a t e  o f  4 p e r c e n t  c an  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  1739-1783 
p e r i o d  a s  a whole .  The y e a r l y  t o t a l s  o f  E v a n s '  i m p r i n t s  f o r
L
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t h e  p e r i c d  can he w e i g h t e d  hy a f a c t o r  o f  . 9 6 ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  
c o u n t i n g  e v e r y  100 i m p r i n t s  a s  96 .  He re ,  a s  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  
p e r i o d ,  E va ns '  t o t a l s  c an  be  we igh t ed  down t o  c o r r e c t ,  
a l b e i t  r o u g h l y ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  g h o s t s .
The g r o s s  n u m e r i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  i s  not
i n c o n s i d e r a b l e .  Of t h e  4 , 1 5 9  i m p r i n t s  Evans r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  
1639-1738 p e r i c d ,  w e i g h t i n g  r e d u c e s  t h e  t h e  t o t a l  t o  3 , 7 4 3 .  
For  t h e  1739-1783 p e r i o d ,  w e i g h t i n g  b r i n g s  t he  t o t a l  down 
from 12,923  t o  12 ,408 .  The combined  w e i g h t s  r e d u c e  E v a n s '  
t o t a l  c o u n t  o f  17,082 f o r  t h e  1639-1783 p e r i o d  by 966 o r  5 .7  
p e r c e n t .  Thus Evans '  e r r o r s  o f  i n c l u s i o n ,  h i s  g h c s t s ,  a r e
assumed t o  be r o u g h l y  6 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e n t r i e s  
f o r  t h e  145 y e a r s  f rom 1639 t o  1783.
None o f  t h e s e  w e i gh t  f a c t o r s  o r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  b e h i n d  
them i s  d e f i n i t i v e .  The s p e c i f i c  w e i g h t s  a r e  b a s e d  on 
q u a l i t a t i v e  s amp le s  and e x t r a p o l a t e d  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  t o  t h e
whole — a m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  mix w i t h  some p r e d i c t a b l e  r e s u l t s .  
The p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a l l  E v a n s '  e r r o r s  b e f o r e  1739 a r e  ones  
o f  i n c l u s i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  i s  p e r h a p s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t .  
Eut  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  f a r  more o f  h i s  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
p e r i o d  a r e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  r a t h e r  t h a n  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i s  
s u p p o r t e d  b o t h  by l o g i c  and a n a l y s i s .  And r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e
im p a c t  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e r r o r s  on a g g r e g a t e  a n a l y s i s  ha s  
been  r e d u c e d  by n o t  u s i n g  Evans  f o r  any e v i d e n c e  on 
a u t h o r s h i p  and by c h e c k i n g  a l l  p r i n t e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  and
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s e l l e r  a t t r i b u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  known c a r e e r  e v e n t s .  What i s  
b e in g  c o u n t e d  and w e i g h t e d ,  moreove r ,  a r e  s im p ly  i m p r i n t s ,  
n o t  what can  be t e rm ed  i m p r i n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  An 11 p e r c e n t  
i n c l u s i o n  e r r o r  i s ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  h i g h .  The a s su m pt io n  t h a t  4 
p e r c e n t  o f  Evan s '  e r r o r s  a f t e r  1738 a r e  g h o s t s  i s  a t  f a c e  
v a l u e  more r e a s o n a b l e ,  and c l e a r l y  i n  l i n e  wi th  B r i s t o l ' s  
a s s e s s m e n t  of  an a c c e p t a b l e  e r r o r  of  3 . 2  p e r c e n t . [ 1 8 ]  He re ,  
however ,  t h e  e r r o r s  a r e  o n l y  assumed t o  be random.  And a s  i n  
t h e  c a s e  w i th  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d ,  t h e  w e i gh t  f a c t o r  was 
d e r i v e d  f rcm a q u a l i t a t i v e  sample  and e x t r a p o l a t e d  t o  t h e  
l a r g e r  s e t .
A f i n a l  c a v e a t  i n v o l v e s  p e r i o d i z a t i o n .  The year  1738 
does  n o t  d i v i d e  i n  any way t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  —  on ly  
t h e  d a t a .  I t  mere ly  r e p r e s e n t s  a r e c o g n i z a b l e  p o i n t  a t  which 
Evans '  and  B r i s t o l ' s  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  become s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t ,  n o t h i r g  more.
The P r o d u c e r s :
P r i n t e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  and B o o k s e l l e r s
P r o d u c i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  a l l  t h e s e  work s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
were p e o p l e  —  th e  p i i r t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  and b o o k s e l l e r s  o f  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r e s s .  Here an i n d e x  o f  t r a d e s m e n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  a g g r e g a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  f o r  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  know 
e x a c t l y  who was i n v o l v e d ,  whe re ,  f c r  how l o n g ,  and i n  what
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c a p a c i t y  f o r  any a n a l y s i s  of p r o d u c t i o n  and g r o w t h .  Yet  t h e  
p rob l ems  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  o r  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  i n  
t h e  t r a d e ,  whi l e  l e s s  numerous t h a n  t h o s e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
i m p r i n t s ,  a r e  more ambiguous .  The b a s i c  r e c o r d  o f  a c t i v i t y  
i n  p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  a r e  t h e  i m p r i n t s  and newspa pe r s  
t h e m s e l v e s ;  an i m p r i n t  co lophon  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  work .  Yet  t h e
i m p r i n t s  —  and h e r e  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  Evans '  and
B r i s t o l ' s  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  as  r e f l e c t e d  i n  B r i s t o l ' s  two
i n d i c e s  o f  p r i n t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  and b o o k s e l l e r s  —  c a n  n o t  
r e v e a l  t h e  co mple t e  p i c t u r e  o f  a c t i v i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a i  i n c o m p l e t e  r e c o r d  o f  o n l y  one  v i s i b l e  
a s p e c t  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t , [ 19 ]
The re  a r e  t h r e e  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e l a t e d  p rob l ems  i n  
a s s e s s i n g  i n vo lv e m en t  i n  t h e  t r a d e :  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,
d u r a t i o n ,  and f u n c t i o n .  Simply s t a t e d ,  t h e  p rob l em i s  one of  
i d e n t i f y i n g  unique  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e
l e n g t h  and n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t .  Yet  s o l u t i o n s  
r e q u i r e  f a r  more e v i d e n c e  t h a n  t h e  i m p r i n t s  and ne ws pa p e r s  
p r o v i d e .  Recou rse  must  be  made —  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  w i l l
become c l e a r  — t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t e a r i n g  on
t h e  l i v e s  and c a r e e r s  o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d .  W i thou t
s u p p l e m e n t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s o l v i n g  t h e s e  t h r e e  b a s i c
p rob l ems  becomes d i f f i c u l t  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e .  The a p p ro a c h  
r e q u i r e d  i s  p r o s c p c g r a p h y , o r  mass b i o g r a p h y  —  t h e
L
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s y s t e m a t i c  c c n p i l a t i c n  c f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  
members o f  a g roup  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a n a l y z i n g  t h e i r
c o l l e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e . [ 2 0 ]  F o r  t h e  p rob l ems  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  e a r l y  Amer ican  p r e s s  such an ap p ro a ch  i s  e s s e n t i a l .
Examples  make t h e  p o i n t .  Ac co r d i ng  t o  t h e  i m p r i n t s ,
Timothy Green was a c t i v e  i n  Bos to n  f rom *700 t o  1754 and i n
New London,  C o n n e c t i c u t  f r cm 1713 t o  1783 —  a c a r e e r  o f  
i m p l a u s i b l e  l e n g t h . [ 2  1] The t im e  a l c n e  would s u g g e s t  t h e  
work o f  more t h a n  one  man an d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h r e e  Timothy Greens  
were i n v o l v e d :  Timothy G r e e n ,  I  ( 16 7 9 - 1 75 7 ) ,  Timothy
Green,  I I  ( 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 6 3 ) ,  and Timothy G r e e n ,  I I I  ( 1 7 3 7 - 1 7 8 3 ) .  
He know T im o t h y ,  I  worked i n  Bcs ton  f rom 1700 t o  1713 a f t e r  
which he moved t o  New I cndon  where  he l i v e d  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  
The Bos ton  r e c o r d  a f t e r  1713, t h e r e f o r e ,  must  be t h e  work o f  
someone e l s e ,  f o r  T im o th y ,  I  was s i m p ly  n o t  t h e r e .  We know 
t h a t  T im o th y ,  I  had a s o n ,  T im o t h y ,  I I ,  t h a t  i n  1726 he
formed a p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Samual  Knee l and  (1697-1769)  i n  
Bos to n ,  and t h a t  he worked w i t h  Knee l and  i n  Bos ton  u n t i l  
1752 when he went  t c  New I cndon  t o  assume c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  
ag ing  f a t h e r ' s  shop .  Thus t h e  Bos ton  r e c o r d  can  be a s s i g n e d  
t c  T imo thy ,  I  and T imothy ,  I I  w i t h o u t  much d o u b t . [ 2 2 ]  
Timothy,  I I ,  howeve r ,  d i ed  i n  1763, a x i c m a t i c a l l y  making t h e  
New London r e c o r d  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  work o f  someone e l s e .  Yet 
we a l s o  know t h a t  Timothy ,  I I ' s  b r o t h e r ,  Samuel  Green  
(1 7C6-1752 ) , had a s en  named T im o t h y .  And i t  was t h i s
L
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Timothy ,  Timothy  Green ,  I I I  who assumed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  New 
I c n d o n  sh o p  when h i s  u r c l e  d i e d ,  and who c o n t i n u e d  i t  u n t i l  
h i s  d e a t h .  Thus t h e  e r t i r e  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d  o f  Timothy  Green 
can  be a s s i g n e d ,  b u t  c r l y  by knowing t h e  l i v e s  and  c a r e e r s  
o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d . [ 2 3 ]
A s e c o n d  example  i n v o l v e s  t h e  Bos ton  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d  o f  
Samuel  G e r r i s h ,  cne  e x t e n d i n g  f rom 1707 t o  1746.  As w i t h  t h e  
Green r e c o r d ,  more t han  o n e  G e r r i s h  was i n v o l v e d ;  Samuel ,  
S r .  ( c .  1 6 8 0 - 1 7 4 1 ) ,  and Samue l ,  J r .  ( 1 7 1 5 - 1 7 5 1 ) .  Samuel ,  S r .  
d i e d  i n  174 1, making any a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e r  i m p r i n t s  
t o  him q u e s t i o n a b l e  a t  b e s t .  While t h e y  c o u l d  have  been 
p u b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  e s t a t e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
had a son named Samuel  and t h a t  t h e  son  was i n  Bos ton  a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  i m p r i n t s  t e a r i n g  t h e  name Samuel  G e r r i s h  were 
p u b l i s h e d  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  two G e r r i s h e s  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f c r  t h e  cne  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d . [ 2 4 ]  Wi t ho u t  
r e s o r t i n g  t o  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  t h e  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d s  o f  
b o t h  Green  and G e r r i s h  would be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s a s s e m b l e .  
And w i t h o u t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  do t h i s ,  any p i c t u r e  c f  t h e  t r a d e  
b a se d  on i m p r i n t s  would b e  d i s t o r t e d ,  and a n a l y s e s  of  g rowth  
unsound.  On a t r a d e - w i d e  s c a l e ,  t h e  i m p a c t  would be 
p ro f o u n d .
P r o b l e m s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  d u r a t i o n ,  and f u n c t i o n  
become mere complex t h e n  a t t e n t i o n  i s  s h i f t e d  t o  l e s s  
p r o l i f i c  members o f  t h e  t r a d e ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  whose i m p r i n t
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r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  c n l y  min imal  i n v o l v e m e n t .  Where a l l  t h r e e  
Timothy Greens  and Samuel  G e r r i s h ,  S r .  were major  f i g u r e s  i n  
t i e  t r a d e ,  O ta d i a h  G i l l  ( 1650-1700)  was n o t .  Bis  i m p r i n t  
r e c o r d  c o n s i s t s  o f  c r l y  two works ,  one f o r  e ach  of  t h e  y e a r s  
1685 and 1650.  I d e n t i f y i n g  G i l l  a s  a b o o k s e l l e r  i n  Bos ton  
d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  i s  nc p r o b l e m . [ 2 5 ]  Yet d e f i n i n g  t h e  
d u r a t i o n  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t y  i s  b o t h  p r o b l e m a t i c  and d e p e n d e n t  
upon c e r t a i n  j udg me n t s .  G i l l  v i s i b l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a d e  on l y  
t w i c e ,  b u t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  —  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  
t ime  be tween  h i s  f i r s t  and l a s t  i m p r i n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  —  i s  
s i x  y e a r s .  D e f i n i n g  d u r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  way pe rh a p s  e x a g g e r a t e s  
G i l l ' s  t e m p o r a l  a c t i v i t y ,  f o r  t h e  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d  r e a l l y  s a y s  
t h a t  he  was a c t i v e  f o r  c n l y  two y e a r s ,  1685 and 1690.  Yet  i f  
we assume t h a t  he c o u l d  have  had more i m p r i n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
t h a t  i s ,  mere i m p r i n t s  b e a r i n g  h i s  name, and t h a t  t h e  
r e a s o n s  he  d i d  n o t  were due t o  t h e  i n t e r n a l  dynamics  o f  t h e  
t r a d e  i t s e l f ,  t h e n  t h e  more a c c u r a t e  measure  o f  h i s  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t he  t r a d e  i s  t h e  d u r a t i o n  be tween h i s  f i r s t  
and l a s t  i m p r i n t .
Then t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  b u t  whose names n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  on i m p r i n t s .  C o n s i d e r ,  
f c r  e x a m p l e ,  Wi l l i am H a l l  ( c . 1 7 5 5 - c . 1627) ,  t h e  son o f  
Benjamin F r a n k l i n ' s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p r i n t i n g  p a r t n e r  David H a l l  
( c . 1 7 1 4 - 1 7 7 2 ) .  B r i s t o l  r e c o r d s  no a c t i v i t y  f o r  Wi l l i am H a l l ,  
y e t  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  c e r t a i n .  I n  1766 David H a l l  e n t e r e d
L
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i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Wi l l i am  S e l l e r s  (1725-1804)  and began 
p r i n t i n g  unde r  t h e  name o f  H a l l  5 S e l l e r s .  When H a l l  d i e d  in  
1772 he was su c cee de d  by h i s  two s o n s ,  David ,  J r .  
(1755-1821)  and W i l l i a m ,  who, wi th S e l l e r s ,  c o n t i n u e d  t he
H a l l  & S e l l e r s  c o n c e r n .  B r i s t o l ,  howeve r ,  r e c o r d s  t h e
i n p r i n t s  o f  Ha l l  S S e l l e r s  u nd e r  Wi l l i am  S e l l e r s  and David 
H a l l  ( s e n i o r  and j u n i o r  u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a s  was t h e  c a s e  wi th 
G r e e n ) . Yet Wi l l i am H a l l  was an a c t i v e  member c f  t h e  f i rm 
and must  be c o n s i d e r e d  a member o f  t h e  t r a d e .  Without
knowing t h a t  Wi l l i am H a l l  suc ce ed e d  h i s  f a t h e r  a l ong  with 
h i s  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  i n p r i n t  r e c o r d  o f  H a l l  S S e l l e r s  could  not  
be  p r o p e r l y  v i e w e d , [ 2 6 ]
D e t e rm in i n g  f u n c t i o n  i s  t h e  most  ambiguous  problem to  
be f a c e d .  I n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  t r a d e  
f u n c t i o n s  a s  we know them —  p r i n t e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,
s e l l e r  —  were n e i t h e r  d i s t i n c t  n o r  w e l l  d e f i n e d .  P u b l i s h e r ,  
d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  s u p p l i e r  o f  v e n t u r e  c a p i t a l ,  was a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  hazy r o l e .  Compounding t h e  problem a r e  m u l t i p l e  
o r  o v e r l a p p i n g  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  t r a d e .  
P r i n t e r  and s e l l e r ,  f c r  e x am p le ,  was a f r e g u e n t  c o m b i n a t i o n .  
While a few a c c o u n t  books  i n d i c a t e  a c t i v e  p r i n t i n g ,  
p u b l i s h i n g ,  o r  b o o k s e l l i n g ,  n o t h i n g  on a t r a d e  wide s c a l e  
e x i s t s  t o  s u p p o r t  f i r m  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  
f u n c t i o n s . [ 2 7 ]  One can ,  however ,  t a k e  a l e a d  from the  
i m p r i n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .
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T h r e e  major  f u n c t i o n a l  d e s i g n a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
s e v e n t e e n t h  and e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i m p r i n t s ;  p r i n t e r ,  
s e l l e r ,  and what can  be t e r m e d  s p c n s o r .  The p h r a s e s  " p r i n t e d  
by"  and " s c l d  by" v e r y  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  r o l e s  c f  p r i n t e r  
and s e l l e r ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The compound " p r i n t e d  by and s o l d  
by" i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t e r  a l s o  s o l d  t h e
work —  a l t h o u g h  f o r  whose b e n e f i t  c a n n o t  be s a i d .  The t h i r d  
d e s i g n a t i o n  was t h a t  o f  " p r i n t e d  f o r "  wh ich ,  when one 
c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  on ly  t h r e e  p r i m a r y  
f u n c t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  p r i n t i n g  any work,  
p a s t  o r  p r e s e n t ,  t h o s e  b e i n g  p r i n t e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,  and s e l l e r ,  
might  w e l l  he assumed t o  i n d i c a t e  some th i ng  a k i n  t o
p u b l i s h e r .  I f  we assume t h a t  i n  a rough way " p r i n t e d  f o r "  
and i t s  a n c i l l a r y  " f c r "  meant p u b l i s h e r  —  t e r m ed  s p o n s o r  
b e ca us e  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  l o o s e n e s s  o f  c o l o n i a l  
p r a c t i c e  — f u n c t i o n  can  be  a s s i g n e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
i m p r i n t s .
The i m p r i n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c a s e .  
D a n i e l  Henchman (1689-1761)  i s  cne  o f  t h e  few c o l o n i a l  
t r ad e sm en  whose f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  s u r v i v e .  They i n d i c a t e
beyond doub t  t h a t  Henchman was a f u l l - f l e d g e d
p u b l i s h e r  — t h a t  he pu t  up money t o  have  works p r i n t e d  and 
t h a t  he d id  i t  a s  a b u s i n e s s . [ 2 8 ]  Henchman ' s  i m p r i n t  r e c o r d  
c o n s i s t s  c f  321 works o f  which 290 (88 .7  p e r c e n t )  b e a r  t h e  
co lophon  d e s i g n a t i o n s  " p r i n t e d  f o r "  o r  " f o r . "  Another  20
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(6 .1  p e r c e n t )  b e a r  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  " p r i n t e d  f o r  and s o l d  
b y , "  and a n o t h e r  6 ( 3 . 7  p e r c e n t )  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  " s o l d  b y . "  
I n  a l l ,  9 8 . 5  p e r c e n t  c f  Henchman ' s  known r e c o r d e d  i m p r i n t  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  s o l d  o r  s p o n s o r e d  t h e  
w o r k . f 29 ] On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  c o i n  i s  Bar tho lomew 
Green ,  S r .  ( 1667-1732)  whose i m p r i n t  r e c o r d  e x t e n d s  more 
t h a n  40 y e a r s  and i n c l u d e s  978 i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s .  By a l l  
a c c o u n t s  Green was a p r i n t e r ,  n o t h i n g  more,  a j udgmen t  h i s  
r e c o r d  b e a r s  c u t .  F u l l y  99 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  G r e e n ' s  
d e s i g n a t i o n s  were e i t h e r  " p r i n t e d  by" o r  " p r i n t e d  by and 
s c l d  b y . "  Cnly  one i m p r i n t  h a s  any o t h e r  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  and 
t h a t  i s  " s o l d  b y . "  C e r t a i n l y  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s  c a n n o t  be 
used  a l o n e  n c r  c an  t h ey  p r o v i d e  a d e f i n i t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
t r a d e  f u n c t i o n s .  Ye t  t hey  do p r o v i d e  r e a l ,  u s a b l e  g u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  f u n c t i o n s  —  and t h u s  t r a d e  r o l e s  —  f o r  t h e  
e a r l y  Amer i can  p r e s s .
Summar i z ing  b r i e f l y ,  t h e  p r o s o p o g r a p h y  of t h e  p r e s s  and 
t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f rcm Evans  and 
B r i s t o l  y i e l d  two i n t e r r e l a t e d  and c o m p a t i b l e  s e t s  o f  d a t a .  
The f i r s t  i s  an i n d e x  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  whose a c t i v i t y  i n  
p r i n t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g ,  once  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  c an  he d e f i n e d  by 
t y p e  o r  f u n c t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  l e n g t h .  The s econd  i s  an  i n d e x  
of  i m p r i n t s  and n e w sp a p e r s  f o r  which n o t  o n l y  d a t e  and p l a c e  
of  p u b l i c a t i o n  a r e  known, b u t  a l s o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d
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i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  Each s e t  c c m p l i m e n t s  t h e  o t h e r .  The 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d i s c r e t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f c r  example ,  a l l o w s  
t h e  i m p r i n t  s e t  t o  he p r o p e r l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h o s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and t h i s  i n  t u r n  a l l o w s  t h e  e x a c t  number o f  
works  w i t h  which any t r a d e s m a n  was a s s o c i a t e d  t o  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  H c r e o v e r ,  p a t t e r n s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  l o t h  f o r m a l  
( p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  f o r  example)  a nd  i n f o r m a l  ( p a r t i c u l a r  
p r i n t e r - s p c n s c r - s e l l e r  g r c u p s )  c a n  be l o c a t e d  and a n a l y z e d .  
And e v e r y t h i n g  can he done on a c o n t i n e n t a l ,  l o c a l ,  o r  
i n d i v i d u a l  s c a l e .  I n  s h c r t ,  i m p r i n t  and  t r a d e  i n d i c e s ,  a l o n e  
o r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e  sound e v i d e n c e  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e ,  s i z e ,  and  g rowth  o f  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s .
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t .  As p r a c t i c e d  i n  b i b l i o g r a p h y  on an  i n d i v i d u a l  s c a l e ,
Marcus  A. McCcr i son ,  Vermont  I m p r i n t s ,  1777-1820
( W o r c e s t e r ,  1963) and C- Wi l l i am M i l l e r ,  Beniamin 
F r a n k l i n  * s P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r i n t i n g .  1728- 1 7 6 6 ; A
D e s c r i p t i v e B i b l i o g r a p h y , American P h i l o s o p h i c a l
S o c i e t y ,  Memoi r s . Cl I  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1974) ,  a r e  
e x e m p l a r y .  See a l s o  Thomas J .  Holmes ,  Go t t en  Mather :  A
B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  His  Works,  3 v o l s .  (Cambridge,  M a ss . ,
1940 ) .
2.  C l a r e n c e  S. B r igham,  H i s t o r y  and B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  
American Ne ws pap e r s ,  1690 -1820, ( W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s . , 
1947) , 1 ,  1 158-1 159.
3 .  C h a r l e s  Evans ,  Amer i can B i b l i o g r a p h y , 14 v c l s .  (Chicago
and W o r c e s t e r ,  1 90 3 - 195 9 ) ;  Roger  P.  B r i s t o l ,  Supplement  
t o  C h a r l e s  E v a n s ' American B i b l i o g r a p h y
( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as  B r i s t o l ,  
Supp l emen t  : and C l i f f o r d  K. S h i p t o n  and James E .
Mooney, N a t i o n a l  I n d ex  o f  American I m p r i r t s  t h r o u g h  
1800:  The S h o r t - T i t l e  Evans , 2 v c l s .  (Worces te r  and 
B a r r e ,  Ma ss . ,  1969) ,  h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  Sh ip ton  and 
Mooney, S h o r t - T i t l e  Evans .
4.  B r i s t o l  l i s t s  h i s  r u l e s  f c r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  h i s  
S u p p l e m e n t , x .
5. The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h i s  o m i s s i o n  was t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f
B r i g h a m ' s  H i s t o r y  and B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  Amer i can 
N e w s p ap e r s , Edward C. Lathem,  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  Tab l e s  o f  
American N ew sp ap e r s , 1690- 1820 (Worces t e r  and B a r r e ,
M a s s . ,  Î 97 2 ) ,  and s e p a r a t e  m i c r o p r i n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  ne ws pa pe r s  and p e r i o d i c a l s ,
6. S h i p t c n  and Mocney,  S h o r t - T i t l e  E v a n s , I ,  v i i .
7.  Based  on t h e  t o t a l  o f  18,415 Evans  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  
p e r i o d  f rom 1639 t o  1783,  i n c l u d i n g  ne wsp ap e r s .
8.  S h i p t c n  and Mocney,  S h o r t - T i t l e  Ev a n s ,  I ,  v i i - v i i i .
9.  An a n a l y s i s  o f  S h i p t o n  and Mooney t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  i n  p r o g r e s s .
10. An i n d e x  c f  i m p r i n t s  ha s  been  comp i l ed  p r i m a r i l y  f rom
Evans ,  Ameri can Bi b l i o g r a p h y ; and B r i s t o l ,  Supplement  ; 
and s up p l e m e n t e d  wi th  S h i p t o n  and Mooney, Sh o r t - T i t l e  
Evans  ; McCor i s cn ,  Ve rmon t  I m p r i n t s : idem.  Addi t i o n s  and 
C o r r e c t i o n s  t o  Vermont  I m p r i n t s ,  1778-1820 ( W o r c es t e r ,  
1 9 68 -1 97 3 ) ;  and M i l l e r ,  Beniamin F r a n k l i n ' s  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r i n t i n g . Evans and B r i s t o l  have been




c o r r e c t e d  u s i n g  "Amer ican  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  N o t e s , "
P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  A m er i can  A n t i q ua r i a n  S o c i e t y ,  LXXXII 
( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  45 -64 ;  IXXXIII  ( 197 3 ) ,  261 -296;  LXXŸVI (1 976 ) ,
409-4  18; IXXXVII ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  195-211;  LXXXVIll ( 1 9 78 ) ,
8 3 - 1 1 9 .  Because  bo th  Evans and B r i s t o l  i n c l u d e d
n e w s p a p e r s ,  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  e a c h  b i b l i o g r a p h y  t o  
n e w sp a p e r s  have  been removed f rom th e  c o u n t .
p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t a  has  been 
H i s t o r y  and B i b l i c q r a p h v  of  
American Newspape rs . Whi l e  n e w sp a p e r s  have been 
e x c l u d e d  from t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  shown i n  F i g u r e  A1 .1 ,  
t h e y  have  t e e n  c o u n t e d  a s  1 " i m p r i n t "  f o r  each  y e a r  o f  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  a l l  t a l l i e s  n o t e d  be low .
S up p l em en ta r y  
g a t h e r e d  from
ne wspape r
Brigham,
The t e s t  used was t h  
two sample  t e s t .  
S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  
1 9 5 6 ) ,  127-36,.  The
t h e  l e s s  s t r i n g e n t  . 
r e a s o n s .  (1) The 
p a t e n t l y  n o t  no rma l :  
p o w e r - e f f i c i e n c y  c f  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  param 
t h e r e  c o u l d  be no 
i n v o l v e d .
e Kolmogcrov-Smi rnov  n o n - p a r a m e t r i c  
See ,  S idney  S i e g e l ,  Nonpa ramet r i c  
B e h a v i o r a l  S c i e n c e s  (New York,  
.001 c o n f i d e n c e  l e v e l ,  i n s t e a d  o f  
0 1 o r  . 0 5 ,  was s e l e c t e d  f o r  two 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  b e i n g  t e s t e d  a r e  
bo th  a r e  t im e  s e r i e s .  (2) The 
t h e  Smirnov t e s t  i s  r ou gh ly  9 6 
e t i c  T T e s t ;  and a t  t h e  .001 l e v e l  
doub t  as  t o  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s
The c u t p c i n t  c f  1738 was a r r i v e d  a t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
manner. .  Kc lmogoicv -Smi rnov two s ample  t e s t s  were made 
on E v a n s '  and B r i s t o l ' s  a n n u a l  c o u n t s  i n  10 y e a r  
i n t e r v a l s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1639.  I f  i t  c ou ld  t e  assumed 
f rom t h e  r e s u l t s  c f  t h e  t e s t  t h a t  t h e  two samples  were 
drawn from th e  same p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  10 y e a r  
i n c r e m e n t  was added;  1639-1648 ,  1639 -1658 ,  1639-1678,
and so  on.  With t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  t h e  1739-1748 t o t a l s ,  a 
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t he  two d i s t r i b u t i o n s  eme rg ed ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .001 l e v e l .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  1739-1783 p e r i o d  were a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
a t  t h e  .001 l e v e l .  The c h o i c e  o f  10 y e a r  i n c r e m e n t s  was 
a r b i t r a r y .  O the r  i n c r e m e n t s  might  we l l  y i e l d  a 
d i f f e r e n t  c u t p o i n t ,  b u t  i t  would ve ry  l i k e l y  be a round
1740.  The KolmogcIcv-Smirnov  t e s t  i s  h i g h l y  s e n s i t i v e  
t o  ch anges  i n  t h e  number o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  e ach  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h u s  d i s s a g g r e g a t i c n  c f  t he  1739-1783 
p e r i o d  y i e l d e d  some c o n f l i c t i n g  r e s u l t s .  The 1739-1754 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  we re ,  by t h e m s e l v e s ,  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
d i f f e r e n t ;  t h e  1739-1768 d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  however ,  were .  
The c r l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  a f t e r  1739 which proved t o  have  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e  two d i s t r i b u t i o n s  
was 1768-1783-  The f a c t  t h a t  bo th  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  and u n e q u i v o c a b l y  n o t  normal  makes 
d i s s a g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  i n t o  s h o r t  p e r i o d s





most  h a z a r d o u s  - -  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
Kolmoqorcv -Smi rnov t e s t  i s  n c n - p a r a m e t r i c  and makes no 
h a r d  a s s u m p t i o n s  a t o u t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  b e i n g  t e s t e d .
Ag a i n ,  t h e  
e m p l o y e d .
Kcl ff i cgoicv-Smi rnov two sample  t e s t  was
The e x a c t  p r o p o r t i o n  
e n t r i e s  ( i . e .  . t h e  
B r i s t o l  e n t r i e s  f o r  a 
o f  a l l  Evans e n t r i  
f i v e  s o u t h e r n  c e n t e r s  
( 6 . 7 : 1 ) ,  Wi lmington  
( 2 . 9 : 1 ) ,  C h a r l e s t o n  
L o c a t i o n  was d e f i n e  
and when unknown a s  
where  p l a c e  o f  s e l l i  
p l a c e  of  p r i n t i n g  was 
unknown,  and two c r  
l o c a t i o n  was r ando ml y
a l  r a t i o s  o f  B r i s t o l  t o  Evans  
r a t i o  o f  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a l l  
g i v e n  l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
e s  f o r  t h e  same l o c a t i o n )  f o r  t h e  
a r e :  A n n a p o l i s  ( 3 . 1 : 1 ) ,  B a l t i m o r e  
,  De l .  ( 1 , 1 : 1 ) ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g  
( 4 . 6 : 1 ) ,  Savannah ( 1 0 . 4 : 1 ) .  
d a s  p l a c e  o f  p r i n t i n g  when known 
p l a c e  o f  s e l l i n g .  I n  i n s t a n c e s  
ng d i f f e r s  f rom p l a c e  o f  p r i n t i n g ,  
u s e d .  When p l a c e  o f  p r i n t i n g  was 
more p l a c e s  o f  s e l l i n g  were known,  
se  l e  c t e  d.
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  c f  l o c a t i o n s  r e c o r d e d  by Evans and 
B r i s t o l  f c r  t h e  1639-1738 p e r i o d  and t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  
r a t i o s  c f  B r i s t o l  t o  Evans  i m p r i n t s  i s  a s  f o l l o w s .
Evans B r i s t o l R a t i o :
L o c a t i o n N P e t . N P e t . B/E
Unknown 6 . 14 19 1.82 1 2 . 6 : 1
C h a r l e s t o n 9 .. 22 22 2. 11 9 . 8 : 1
A n n a p o l i s 32 . 7 7 48 4 .60 6 . 0 : 1
W i l l i a m s b u r g 2 1 . 50 29 2 ,78 5 . 5 : 1
Newport 33 . 7 9 3C 2 .88 3 . 6 :  1
Bos ton 2 , 3 7 6 57,  13 659 63 .  18 1 . 1 : 1
New London 175 4.21 37 3 .5 5 . 8 4 : 1
New York 588 14. 14 92 8 .82 . 6 2 :  1
Cambr idge 335 8. 05 4 1 3 .9 3 . 4 9 : 1
P h i l a d e l p h i a 568 13.66 63 6 .04 . 4 4 : 1
T o t a l s : 4 , 1 4 3 99,61 1 ,040 99 .71
R a t i o s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r a t i o  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  e n t r i e s  f o r  
t o  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  b i b l i o  
f o r  t h e  same l o c a l e .  Twe 
a l t o g e t h e r .  Only n i n e ,  p l u s  
p l a c e  c f  p r i n t i n g  a r e  l i  
r e p r e s e n t e d  on ly  by Evans ,  a 
B r i s t o l :  t h e s e  a r e  e x c l u d e d  
Mary l and  has  a l s o  been  e x c l u  
o n l y  one i m p r i n t  f r om Evan 
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  y i e l d s  a dece
o f  t h e  p e r c e n  
a g i v e n  l o c a t i o n  
g r a p h i c  e n t r i e s  
n t y  l o c a t i o n s  a r  
i m p r i n t s  wi th  a 
s t e d .  E i g h t  l o o  
nd one i s  r e c o r d s  
from t h e  t a b l e .  S 
ded b e c a u s e  i t  
s  and two from Br 
p t i v e  6 . 4 : 1  r a t i o
t  o f  a l l  
i n  B r i s t o l  
i n  Evans  
e r e c o r d e d  
E unknown 
a t i o n s  a r e  
d o n l y  by 
t .  M a r y ' s ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  
i s t o l ,  b u t
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16. I f  Evans  (E) r e c o r d e d  100 i m p r i n t s  f o r  a g i v e n  l o c a t i o n
(L) and B r i s t o l  (B) r e c o r d e d  40 ,  t h e n  t h e  assumed t r u e
t o t a l  number (I)  would be :  I  = E + B. E x p r e s s e d
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  assumed t r u e  p r o p o r t i o n  (?) would 
be :  P = E / I  + E / I  (1 = .71 + . 2 9 ) .  T h e r e f o r e  each Evans  
i m p r i n t  a t  l o c a t i o n  (I) would be c o u n t e d  a s  1 + . 2 9 .
17. The c u r r e n t  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  Amer ican A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  
t o  c a t a l o g u e  i t s  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  b r o a d s i d e s  may 
w e l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i m p r i n t s .
18. B r i s t o l ,  S u p p l e m e n t , i x .
19. Roger  P.  B r i s t o l ,  I n d ex  o f  P r i n t e r s ,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  and
B o o k s e l l e r s  I n d i c a t e d  by Ch a r l e s  Evans  i n  h i s  Amer i can  
B i b l i o g r a p h y  ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  1961) ;  i d e m. I n d e x t o
Sup p l e m e n t  t o  C h a r l e s  Evans American B i b l i o g r a p h y  
( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  1971) .
20 .  A c o n c i s e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  p r c s c p o g r a p h y  a s  a g e n e r a l
method i s  Lawrence  S t o n e ,  ' P r o s o p o g r a p h y , '  D a e d a l u s  100 
( 19 7 1 ) :  46-79 .  Fo r  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  ap p ro a ch  i n  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  s e e  D a r r e t t  B. and 
A n i t a  H. Butman,  ' "More True  and P e r f e c t  L i s t s : "  A Note  
on t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  C e n s u s e s  f o r  M i d d l e s ex  Co un ty ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  1668 -1704,  '  V i r g i n i a  Magazine  o f  H i s t o r y  and 
B i o g r a p h y , LXXX ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  3 7 - 7 4 ;  i d e m , " 'Now-Wives  and
S o n s - i n - l a w ' :  P a r e n t a l  Death  i n  a S e v e n t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  
V i r g i n i a  C o u n t y , "  i n  Thad H. T a t e  and David L.  
Ammerman, e d s . .  The Cheasape ake  i n  t h e  Sev e n t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y  : Es sa y s  cn Ang lo -Amer i can  S o c i e t y  ( c h a p e l  H i l l ,  
1 9 ^ 9 ) ,  153-82.
21.  The Bos ton  r e c o r d  a c t u a l l y  i n c l u d e s  a 1765 i m p r i n t  
(E9916) t h a t  i s ,  however ,  m i s d a t e d .  The c o r r e c t  d a t e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  S h i p t c n  and Mooney i s  1733.  The New London 
r e c o r d  e x t e n d s  beyond 1783 b u t  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .
22.  Whi le  Timothy Green ,  I I  l e f t  Bos ton  f o r  New London i n
1752,  t h e  Bos ton  i m p r i n t s  f o r  1753 and 17 54 do c a r r y  
t h e  c o l o ph o n  o f  Samuel  K ne e l a nd  (1697-1769)  and Timothy 
G re en .  S inc e  a l l  b u t  one (E7340 which c a r r i e s  no 
p r i n t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n )  c f  t h e  i m p r i n t s  i n  q u e s t i o n  were  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l aws ,  i t  might  be suppos ed  t h a t  Kneel and 
and G re e n ,  who were i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  f rom 1726 t o  1752,  
had seme a g re em en t  f c r  c o n t i n u i n g  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e .  The 
e x p l a n a t i o n ,  h ow ev e r ,  may be a s  s i m p l e  a s  Kneeland n o t  
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c o lo p h o n  p l a t e .  A 
s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  f o r  Timothy Gre en ,  1 who l e f t  
B o s t o n  a t  t h e  end of  1713 b u t  whose Bos ton  r e c o r d  
i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  17 14 i m p r i n t s  (E1661,  E1677 ,  E 1 7 0 2 ) .
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B r i s t o l  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  l i s t i n g  i m p r i n t s  t y  name and 
l o c a t i o n  would o b s c u r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i t h  t h e  same name who were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  same p l a c e ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  d i s c r e t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were a c t i v e  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l e s .
23.  The p r o s c p c g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  f o r  t h e  Gr een s  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r e s s  was c o m p i l e d  from a v a r i e t y  
o f  p r i m a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s .  F i r s t  and  f o r em o s t  i s  
t h e  Amer i can  A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ' s  P r i n t e r s  F i l e ,  a 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  and t r a d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o m p i l e d  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  c f  seme 40 y e a r s .  The 
P r i n t e r ' s  F i l e  i t s e l f  d r aws  upon a l l  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
s e c o n d a r y  works ,  t o o  numerous  t o  m e n t i o n ,  b u t  c o n t a i n e d  
i n  G. Thomas T a n s e l l e ' s  Guide  t o  t h e  S tu dy  c f  Un i t e d  
S t a t e s  I m p r i n t s .  2 v o l s .  (Cambr idge ,  M a s s . ,  1971),  t h e  
immense g e n e a l o g i c a l  h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  c o l o n i a l  ne w sp a pe r s  (which ,  i t  seems wor th  n o t i n g ,  
s u p p l i e d  C l a r e n c e  S. Br igham wi th  enough m a t e r i a l  f o r  
h i s  H i s t o r y  and B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  Am er i ca n  Newspape rs ) , 
v i t a l  r e c o r d s  ( a l t h o u g h  i n v a r i a b l y  o n l y  p r i n t e d  o n e s ) , 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i m p r i n t  h o l d i n g s  c f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  The 
p a r t i c u l a r  s o u r c e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  G r e e n s  i n c l u d e  
W i l l i a m  C. K i e s s e l ,  "The Green Fami ly :  A Dynasty o f  
P r i n t e r s ,  New England H i s t o r i c a l  a nd Gen e a l o g i c a l  
R e g i s t e r , CIV (1950 ) ,  81 -9 3 ;  Bcs ton  N e w s l e t t e r ,  May 12, 
1757;  New Eng l a n d  H1 s t .  and  G e n e a l o g i c a l  R e g i s t e r , 
LXXXIV (19 30 ) ,  162; D o u g l a s  C. M c H u r t r i e ,  "The Green
F a m i ly  o f  P r i n t e r s , "  A m e r i c a n a . XXVI (1932) , 364 -375 ;
Thomas Spoon e r ,  The Records  o f  W i l l i am Spoone r  
( C i n c i n n a t i ,  1883) I ,  147;  I s a i a h  Thomas,  The H i s t o r y  
o f  P r i n t i n g  i n  Amer i ca , 2nd e d n . , Marcus A.  McCorsion,  
e d .  ( r iE74]New York,  1970) ,  101 -03 ,  2 4 4 - 4 5 ,  2 9 6 - 9 8 .
( A l l  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  t o  t h i s  e d i t i o n . )
24.  The s o u r c e s  f o r  b o t h  G e r r i s h e s  i n c l u d e  George E. 
L i t t l e f i e l d ,  E a r l v  Bo s t o n  B o o k s e l l e r s ,  1642 -1711 , 2 
v o l s .  ([ 1900]New York,  1 269) , 2 10-2 14; B o s t on Even ing  
P o s t , May 18,  174 1; Bo s t o n  N e w s l e t t e r , May 14, 1741; 
"Samuel  G e r r i s h , "  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
P r o c e e d i n g s ,  2nd S e r - ,  XIV (1 9 01 ) ;  Mary I .  Hoffman,  
A n c e s t o r s  and D ep end en t s  o f  John  Coney (Concord,  1928 ) ,  
77;  B o s t on Eve n i n g  Pos t ,  Aug. 5 ,  1751;  Samual  S e w a l l ,  
The D ia ry  o f  Samuel  S e w a l l , 2 v o l s . ,  M. Ha l s e y  Thomas,  
e d .  (New York,  1973)..
25 .  Thomas,  Hi s t o r y  c f  P r i n t i n g . 194.
26.  The s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  H a l l s  i n c l u d e  Thomas,  Hi s t o r y o f  
P r i n t i n g . 3 9 0 ,  397,  403,  436;  Wi l l i a m  McCul loch,
" A d d i t i o n s  t o  Th omas ' s  [ s i c ]  H i s t o r y  o f  P r i n t i n g , "
A .
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P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  _t ie Amer ican A n t i q u a r i a n  Soci e t y ,  XXXI 
( 1 9 2 1 ) ,  140; E c b e r t  Hurd Kany,  "David H a l l ;  P r i n t i n g  
P a r t n e r  o f  Benjamin  F r a n k l i n "  (Ph.E.  d i s s . , 
P e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  O n i v , ,  1963) ;  Beug la s  C. K c H u r t r i e ,  
H i s t o r y  c f  P r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  ^ i  Midd l e 
and Sou th  A t l a n t i c S t a t e s  (New York,  1S36) , 57;
Br igham,  H i s t o r y  and B i b l i o g r a p h y , I I ,  934 ;  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  J o r r n a l , Dec. 30,  1772; Pen n s y l v a n i a
Gaze t t e . May 27,  1813; "David  H a l l , "  D i c t i o n a r y  o f
American B i o g r a p h y ,  V I I ,  123.  Annual  c o u n t s  c f  p e r s o n s  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  d e f i n e d  on t h e  b a s i s  c f  i m p r i n t  
e v i d e n c e  a l c n e ,  a v e r a g e d  89.7% (S td ,  Dev. = 12.8)  o f
c o u n t s  of  p e r s o n s  a c t i v e  i n  t he  t r a d e  d e f i n e d  by a l l  
e v i d e n c e .  The median was 91.6%.  On t h e  b a s i s  c f  5 y e a r  
c o u n t s ,  t h e  mear and median p e r c e n t a g e s  were 90.8% 
(S td .  Dev. = 11.1)  and  92.8%,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
27 .  R o l l o  G. S i l v e r ,  " P u b l i s h i n g  i n  Bos ton ,  1726-1757:  The
Accoun t s  o f  D a n i e l  Henchman,"  P r o c e e d i n gs o f  t he  
Ame r i can A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y . LXVI (1958 ) ,  17-36 ;
George  Simpscn Eddy,  e d . , Account  Books Kept  by 
Beniamin  F r a nk l i n :  L e d g e r .  1728-^1739, J o u r n a l ,
1730-1737 (New York,  1928) ; i d e m . Account  Bocks Kept  b_y 
Beni  amin F r a n k l i n :  Ledge r  * D , » 1739-1741 (New York,
1929) ; W o r t h i n g t e n  C. F o r d ,  The Boston Eook Market  
( B o s t o n ,  1917) ;  V i r g i n i a  G a z e t t e ,  Daybooks,  1750-1752 6 
17 64 -1766 ,  MS, V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  l i b r a r y ,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ;  
J e r e m i a h  Ccndy,  Account  Bock,  1759-1770,  MS, American 
A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ,  W o r c e s t e r .
28.  S i l v e r ,  "The A c c o u n t s  o f  D a n i e l  Henchman;" Wil l iam T. 
B a x t e r ,  " D a n i e l  Herchman,  a C o l o n i a l  B o o k s e l l e r , "  Essex  
I n s t i t u t e H i s t o r i c a l  Co l l e c t i o n s . LXX ( 19 34 ) ,  1 -30 .
29.  Henchman ' s  two e t h e r  i m p r i n t  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  p r i n t e r  and 
p r i n t e r - s e l l e r , may i n d i c a t e  c han g i ng  d e f i n i t i o n s  o r  
more p r o t a t l y  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  c f  f u n c t i o n s ,  t u t  t h e r e  i s  
l i t t l e  d c u t t  t h a t  Henchman was no t  a p r i n t e r .
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A P P E N D IX  TWO
IEADÎ GENEALOGIES
Much o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i n  C h a p t e r s  3 and 4 can be 
e x p r e s s e d  g r a p h i c a l l y .  L ike  I l l u s t r a t i o n  4 . 1 ,  t h e  growth o f  
t h e  t r a d e  anc t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c f  t r a d e s m e n  can  be p r e s e n t e d  
i n  s c h e m a t i c  f crm,  a l t h o u g h  n e t  a lw ay s  w i th  p a r s im on y .  What 
f e l l o w s  a r e  s i x  s e l e c t e d  examples  o f  " t r a d e  g e n e a l o g i e s , "  
s c h e m a t i c  v iews c f  t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  h i s t o r y  c f  t h e  p r i n t i n g  
t r a d e  i n  v a r i o u s  l o c a l e s .
The t erm genea log y  was c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  
t h a t  much o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  can be 
c o n s t r u e d  i n  f a m i l i a l  t e r m s ,  and c h a p t e r s  3 and 4 s t a n d  as  
e v i d e n c e .  But t h e  t e rm g e n e a l o g y  a l s o  i m p l i e s  d e s c e n t  and ,  
b o t h  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  t h e  p r i n t i n g  t r a d e  
was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d e s c e n t .  The s i x  t r a d e  g e n e a l o g i e s  
p r e s e n t e d  r e p r e s e n t  on l y  a s amp le .  They v a r y  i n  c om p l ex i t y  
f r om t h e  s i n g l e  F r a n k l i n  f a m i l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i n g l e  c o l o n y .  
Nor th  C a r o l i n a ,  t o  two ma jo r  g e n e a l o g i e s  which a t t e m p t  t o  
c a p t u r e  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  c f  t h e  t r a d e  i n  Bo s t o n .
The a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t  c e r t a i n  c o n v e n t i o n s .  S o l i d  
v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  i n d i c a t e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  t r a d e  ove r  
t im e  and can be r e a d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t ime  l i n e  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f
215
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e ach  f i g u r e .  The names o f  t r a d e s m e n  a r e  p l a c e d  o v e r  t h e
s t a r t  o f  a l l  " a c t i v i t y "  l i n e s .  Dashed h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s
i n d i c a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s  —  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  o r  o t h e r  working  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  H o r i z o n t a l  
a r rowed l i n e s  ( » » > > )  i n d i c a t e  e i t h e r  movement f rom one 
l o c a l e  t o  a n o t h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  
f i g u r e ,  o r  t h e  movement o f  e g u ip m e n t  f rom one p r i n t e r  t o  
a n o t h e r .  I n  e ach  c a s e ,  t h e  l i n e s  a r e  l a b e l e d  t c  p r e v e n t  
c o n f u s i o n .  Major  f a m i l i a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  " e v e n t s "  a r e  
s c r i p t e d  a l o n g  " a c t i v i t y "  l i n e s .
The i n t e n t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  t r a d e  g e n e a l o g i e s  i s  t o  
a l l ow  a l a r g e r ,  and more o r  l e s s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s ,  p i c t u r e  o f  
t h e  t r a d e  —  d rawing  upon t h e  n a r r a t i v e  of  C h a p t e r s  3 and 
4 —  t o  be s e e n .  These  t r a d e  g e n e a l o g i e s ,  a l o n g  wi th  o t h e r s  
no t  i n c l u d e d ,  p r o v i d e  t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  ne twork  a n a l y s i s
p r e s e n t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  5- I n  a l l  s i x  f i g u r e s ,  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y
p r i n t e r  t o  have  worked i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  i n  t he  p e r i o d  
l i s t e d  i s  i n c l u d e d .  The r e a d e r  would be a d v i s e d  t o  v i ew t h e  
s i x  f i g u r e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n .
1
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filELICGF.APHIC NOTE
The l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  i s  l a r g e  and 
t h e  i s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  d i v e r s e .  Most o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  posed  by 
t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  l i e  o u t s i d e  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s c h o l a r s h i p  a rd  i n v o l v e  an e x a n i r a t i c n  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  e x t a n t  
r e c o r d  o f  p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  y e a r s .  The b a s i c  s o u r c e s  
f o r  t h e  two major  t y p e s  o f  e v i d e n c e  employed —  t h e  i m p r i n t s  
c f  t h e  p e r i o d  and t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  of  
t r a d e s m e n  —  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  i n  Appendix  1. The 
r e a d e r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  t h e r e .
The major  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e c o r d  o f  
p r i n t i n g  a r e  C h a r l e s  I v a n s ,  American B i b l i o g r a p h y,  14 v o l s . 
(Chicago and W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s . ,  190 3 -1959 ) ;  Roger  E. B r i s t o l ,  
S u p p l e ment  t c  Cha r l e s  Evans  ' Amer ican  B i b l i o g r a p h y  
{ C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V i r .  , 197 0 ) ,  and C l i f f o r d  K. S h i p t o n  and 
James E. Mooney, N a t i o n a l  I n d e x  o f  American I m p r i n t s  t h r o u g h  
1800:  The S h o r t - T i t l e  Evans ,  2 v o l s .  ( W o r c e s t e r ,  Ma ss . ,  
1969) .  S h i p t o n  and Mooney ' s  S h o r t - T i t l e  Evans i s  i t s e l f  a 
g u i d e  t o  t h e  Amer ican  A n t i g u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ' s  m i c r o c a r d  
e d i t i o n  o f  E a r l y  American I m p r i n t s , a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a l l  
e x t a n t  p r e - 1800 i m p r i n t s .  Su p p l e m e n t in g  t h e s e  t h r e e  s o u r c e s  
a r e  "Amer ican  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  N o t e s , "  p u b l i s h e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
by t h e  Amer i can  A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  i n  i t s  P r o c e e d i n g s .
223
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Marcus À. McCors ion ,  Vermont  I m p r i n t s .  1777-1820 ( W o rc e s t e r ,  
1963) ,  and C. Wi l l i am  M i l l e r ,  Beniamin F r a n k l i n ' s  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r i n t i n g ,  1728-1766 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1974) a r e  
models  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  work n o t  t o  be o v e r l o o k e d .  The b e s t  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  c o l o n i a l  n e w s p a p e r s  i s  C l a r e n c e  S .  B r i g h a m ' s  
H i s t o r y  and B i b l i o g r a p hy o f  &m e r i c a n  Ne w s pa p e r s , 1690- 1820,
2 v o l s . ( W o r c e s t e r ,  H a s s . ,  19 47 ) ,  The s t r e n g t h s ,  
w e a k n e s s e s s ,  and v a r i e t y  of  i r f c r m a t i c n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  e a c h  o f  
t h e s e  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  t r e a t e d  i n  Appendix 1.
A b i o g r a p h i c a l  f o c u s  marks much o f  t h e  o l d e r  work on
t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r e s s ,  and h a s  a l l o w e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y
of  t r a d e s m e n  t o  be do ne .  The p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e ,  and one which 
i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Appendix  1,  i s  t h e  American A n t i q u a r i a n  
S o c i e t y ' s  " P r i n t e r s  F i l e , "  a c o l l e c t i o n  c f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c c m p i l e d  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f o r t y  y e a r s  on a l l  
p r i n t e r s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  and b c o k s e l l e r s  a c t i v e  i n  
Ang lo -Amer i ca  p r i o r  t o  1800.  The s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  P r i n t e r s  F i l e  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  —  much t o o  numerous  t o  me n t i o n  
i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  b u t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  G. Thomas T a n s e l l e ' s  Gu ide  t o  
t h e  St u d y  o f  U n i t ed S t a t e s  i mpr in t s  2 v o l s ,  (Cambr idge ,  
M a ss . ,  1969) — t h e  immense g e n e a l o g i c a l ,  i m p r i n t ,  and 
newspape r  h o l d i n g s  c f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  and a wide r a n g e  o f
p u b l i c  r e c o r d s .  A d e t a i l e d  l i s t i n g  o f  t he  s o u r c e s  i s
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  i n  i t s  " A u t h o r i t i e s  F i l e . "
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P e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t r a d e s m e n ,  w i t h  one obvious  
e x c e p t i o n ,  a r e  l i m i t e d .  The American A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ' s  
I s a i a h  Thomas P a p e r s  and Eook T r a d e s  C o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n  most 
c f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  be fo r e  
1783. The Bock T rad es  C c l l e c t i c n ,  i t s e l f ,  c o n t a i n s  c o p i e s  of  
m a t e r i a l s  f rom o t h e r  m a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n s .  The obvious  
e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  s c a r c i t y  c f  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  i s  Benjamin 
f r a n k l i n ,  and  Leonard  L. L ab a r ee  and W i l l i a m  B . W i l l c o x ,  e t  
a l . , e d s . , The P a p e r s  o f  Beniamin F r a n k l i n  (New Haven, 
C o nn . ,  1959- ) ,  and Leona rd  L. l a b a r e e ,  e d . , The
A u to b i o g r ap hy  of  Ben i amin  F r a n k l i n  (New Haven,  1964) are 
r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g .
Of t h e  o l d e r  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  
Lawrence C. Wroth ,  The C o l o n i a l  P r i n t e r , r ev .  edn. 
( P o r t l a n d ,  Me . , 1 9 3 8 ) ,  and Douglas  C. McMur t r i e ,  A H i s to ry  
o f  P r i n t i n g  i n  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (New York,  193 6 ) ,  a r e  s t i l l  
o f  n e a r l y  i n c a l c u a b l e  v a l u e ,  a s  i s  I s a i a h  Thomas,  The 
H i s t o r y  o f  P r i n t i n g  i n  Ame r i c a , 2nd e d n . , Marcus A, 
McCor s ion ,  e d .  (1874;  New York,  1 9 70 ) .  John  T e b b e l ,  A 
H i s t o r y  o f  Book P u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t ed S t a t e s ,  v o l .  1 (New 
York,  1972) co nd en se s  much r e c e n t  work.  The i s s u e s  which 
h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r e s s  a r e  a d d r e s s i n g  c u r r e n t l y  
a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  c l a s s i f i e d .  F u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  t h e y  view the 
p r e s s  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a v e h i c l e  c f  p o l i t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  and 
t h e  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  1.
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Bhen h i s t o r i a n s  Lave d e p a r t e d  f rc i s  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n ,  
t h e y  have  t e n d e d  t o  v i e s  t h e  p r i n t e r  a s  an e n t r e p e n e u r i a l  
f i g u r e  working  u n d e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  s o c i a l ,  economic  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  I h e  most  n o t a b l e  examples  o f  t h i s  
work,  which o f t e n  combine t h e  c o n c e r n s  of  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
c o l o n i a l  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
f o c u s ,  a r e  B e l l o  G. S i l v e r ,  "Apro ns  I n s t e a d  o f  Un i fo rms :  The 
P r a c t i c e  o f  P r i n t i n g ,  1 7 7 6 - 1 7 8 7 , "  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  
American A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y . L2XXVII (1977) ,  111 -94;  Mary 
Ann Y o d e l i s ,  "Who P a i d  t h e  P i p e r ?  P u b l i s h i n g  Economics i n  
Bo s t o n ,  17 6 3 - 1 7 7 5 , "  J o u r n a l i s m  Monographs , No. 38 (1 975 ) ;  
S t e phen  B o t e i n ,  " 'M e e r  M e c h a n i c s ’ and an Open P r e s s :  The
B u s i n e s s  and P o l i t i c a l  S t a t e g i e s  o f  C o l o n i a l  American 
P r i n t e r s , "  P e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  American H i s t o r y , IX (1975 ) ,  
127-225;  0 .  A. Leo l emay .  Men of  L e t t e r s  i n  C o l o n i a l
Maryland ( K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n . ,  1 972) , e s p . ,  111-25,  193-2 12;
and Be rn a r d  Ba i l yn  and John B. Bench,  e d s , .  The P r e s s  and 
t h e  American R e s o l u t i o n  ( W o r c e s t e r ,  1980 ) .
Work on European p u b l i s h i n g  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t  o f  
p r i n t i n g  i s  e s t r e m e l y  p e r t i n e n t  f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
American c r e s s  f o r  i t  adds  a v a r i e t y  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  f r u i t f u l  
q u e s t i o n s .  Ro be r t  D a r n t o n ,  The Bu s i n e s s  o f  t he 
E n l i g h t e n m e n t : A P u b l i s h i n g  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  En c y c l o p é d i e ,  
1775-1800 (Cambr idge ,  M a ss ; ,  1979) ;  N a t a l i e  Zemon D a v i s ,  
" P r i n t i n g  and t h e  P e o p l e , "  i n  E a v i s ,  So c i e t y and Cul t u r e  i n
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E a r l y  Modern F r a n c e  ( S t a n f o r d ,  1575 ) ,  189-226;  E l i z a b e t h  L.
E i s e n s t e i n ,  The P r i n t i n g  P r e s s  as  an Agent  of  S o c i a l  Change ,  
2 v o i s .  (Cambr idge ,  1S79) , r e p r e s e n t  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h i s  work.  
David D.. H a l l ,  "The World o f  P r i n t  and C o l l e c t i v e  M e n t a l i t y  
i n  S e v e n t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d , "  i n  J o h n  Higham and P a u l  
K« C cn k in ,  e d s . .  New D i r e c t i o n s  i n  Ameri can  I n t e l l e c t u a l  
H i s t o r y  ( B a l t i m o r e ,  1S79) , 16 6 -8 0 ,  h a s  e x p l o r e d  seme o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  posed  by Eu ropean  s c h o l a r s  i n  Ang lo -Amer i ca .
H i s t o r i a n s  a r e  n e v e r  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  what  t h ey  know 
a b o u t  any  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  t h e  e a r l y  American p r e s s  
i s  one a r e a  which i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  wide open-  No i n t e p r e t i v e  
paradigm e x i s t s  and  no one o r  two i s s u e s  c u r r e n t l y  occupy  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  s c h o l a r s  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  a l l  o t h e r s .  
And i t  i s  s a f e  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  r e m a i n s  cne o f  t h e  
l e a s t  u n d e r s t o o d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p a s t .
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